
            Newsletter - January 2023 

Letter from the Chair 

Hello Members and Friends 


This is my first newsletter as the new Chair of the Gardening Club, and what a 
privilege it is to be taking over the reins of such a friendly and vibrant club full of 
lovely gardeners tending their plots in one of most beautiful places in the UK - if 
not the world!


Last year it was so nice to get together again, and share our mutual love of 
gardening, after the restrictions of lockdown. This year promises to be at least as 
good - we have lots of interesting speakers lined up, and we will be planning fun 
and informative visits as the year progresses. 


A very Happy New Year to you all. Let’s hope that in 2023 our gardens flourish 
even more beautifully, and that we make some happy memories of enjoyable times 
spent together. 


Alison 



                    Notes for your diary 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 7th February at 7.30pm in 
Grosmont Town Hall - see later in the newsletter for details.  

 
  If anyone still wants to  join or renew their membership, fees for this 
  year will be £15 for an individual or £25 for a couple. As previously,  
  this will entitle you to discounts at three local garden centres.  

           We can take payment in cash at the meeting, but we would 
             prefer it if you can pay by bank transfer to:  

             Bank account name : Grosmont and District Gardening Club  

            Sort code : 30 99 50 

            Account number  : 34619268 

            Please note that this a new bank account with Lloyds, so please don’t 
            use any previous bank details that you may have stored.  

            If you pay by this method, please also notify our Treasurer, Barbara, at: 

            barbararees549@btinternet.com 

Cherry Taylor, the No Dig Gardener, who spoke to the Club in February 
2020, has posted on Facebook about a Seed Swap on Saturday 25th 
February, 10am - 3pm, at the Bridges Centre, Drybridge Park,  

          Monmouth NP25 5AS.   

          Cherry says that she will be donating all sorts of seeds from her organic 
          garden and that there will be  lots of interesting varieties from the 
          Heritage Seed Library. 

See the next page for details of our meetings and speakers throughout 
2023 



 

.  

PROGRAMME 2022/2023
Speaker meetings are held at the hall

on 1st Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm 

2022
1st November AGM followed by
 Liz Knight
 Foraging for food

6th December Christmas Social
 Temple Bar Inn at Ewyas Harold 

2023 
7th February Adam Alexander - The Seed Detective
 Meetings with remarkable vegetables
 -  from wild parent to cultivated offspring

7th March	 Roger	Lloyd	-	Highfield	Farm
 The Impatient Gardener
 A two acre garden in 2 years

4th April Helen Picton
 Montana and beyond
 The wonderful world of clematis

May Garden Visit 

Saturday 3rd June Plant Sale - 10am - 12 noon
 Ewyas Harold Memorial Hall. HR2 0EL 

July Garden Visit & Social
 The club will supply cheese and biscuits 
 bring along what you would like to drink 
5th September Sue Mabberley
 Compost Making For Gardeners 

3rd October Dave Cropp
 Defensive Gardening at a
 Time of Climate Change

7th November AGM followed by
 Carl Sadler
 Trug making by a miserable old trugger

5th December Christmas Social  



                       Christmas 2022 

This year our Christmas social took place at the Temple Bar Inn in Ewyas 
Harold.  

A thoroughly good time was had by all - so good in fact that we all forgot 
to take any photos! 

The food was very nice, and our after dinner speaker, John Sheen, was 
extremely entertaining and rounded off the evening wonderfully.  

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the hampers; we had a great 
selection this year and we raised over £100 - our best ever! 

We will be going back to the Temple Bar Inn next year - if they’ll have us 
back. !  

In December we took 
part in a Christmas 
Tree event at Dore 
Abbey. 

As can be seen from 
the photo - we made a 
beautiful contribution 
to the display - and 
took the opportunity  
to promote the Club to 
potential new members 
in the local area.   

Many thanks to our Committee members Chrissy, Gilli and Paula for their 
decorating skills, to Christine for supplying some lovely decorations, and 
to Club members David and Martin for supplying and transporting the tree.   



NANT-Y-BEDD 

Lots of you enjoyed our visit to Nant-y-Bedd last 
year, so it is lovely to be able to share with you 
that it was announced as RHS Partner Garden of 
the Year for 2022.  

What a great advertisement for our beautiful area 
and the skill of its gardeners! 

Sue Mabberley, who owns Nant Y Bedd will be 
our speaker in September, teaching us how to 
make the best organic compost. 

Nant-y-Bedd is a 10 acre, semi-wild, organic garden and woodland located at 
1200 feet in the Black Mountains, inside the Brecon Beacons National Park. 

Sue has been gardening there for 40 years, assisted over the past 20 or so 
years by Ian.  Slowly but surely the garden has grown and evolved with 
various projects being added over the years,  including the natural 
swimming pond, the shepherd’s hut, tree-sculpture Cedric and most 
recently, the treehouse. 

If you missed the visit, or 
would like to go again, the 
garden is open from 1st June - 
30th September, Wednesday to 
Saturday.  

www.nantybedd.com  



          My Garden Heroes 

In the latest of our articles from Gardening 
Club members about what sparked their 
interest in gardening, Committee member 
Sarah Bell talks about the man who inspired 
her to launch her career of owning her own 
vineyard.  

I first met my gardening hero on a visit to an open day in September 2004 
at Sunnybank Vine Nursery in Rowlestone. Little did I know then that I 
would go on to be the owner / caretaker of that vast collection of vines 
planted by Brian Edwards.  And in turn would be assessed by Plant 
Heritage to be worthy of being recommended as the holder of a national 
collection of Vitis vinifera and Hybrids. 

Brian was an inveterate collector and was keen to experiment not only 
with vines but with the many varieties of apple, pear and plum with which 
he established the orchards we now enjoy. At that open day he also had 
bags of probably 20 different potato varieties to select from and many 
more tomatoes. He also supplied many local people with his fruit and veg 
from his garden gate sales. He was not a sentimental gardener. He was 
pragmatic and practical. If something didn’t work it would be rooted out 
not given veg patch space in future seasons. 

That makes him sound heartless. That couldn’t be further from the truth. 
His generosity in sharing his knowledge and endless advice were 
invaluable as I got to grips with the intricacies of winter vine pruning. In 
the early days I would phone Brian regularly, having compiled long lists of 
questions. Annie his wife would invariably answer the phone and would 
shout to him ‘Briiian’ ….’Sarah on the phone for you’. And one by one he 
would patiently answer my questions. 

As the years passed my calls become less frequent but I would still call for 
reassurance and a good old chat over the virtual garden wall. We would 
discuss all things vine from the challenges of growing at 1000 feet above 
sea level (which he was doing), the new developments in vine breeding for 
disease resistance, and the growing season in general.  



We tackled many other thorny topics besides – and not always gardening 
related. 

In the summer 2022 I called him to share a decision we had made to grub 
up quite a few of the disease prone vine varieties in the collection. They 
pass on disease to their neighbours; don’t produce grapes and I certainly 
can’t recommend them for customers to try.   

After lots of chat about the likely crop, this year’s challenges etc. I couldn’t 
put the moment off any longer. Upon delivering our decision there was a 
pause and Brian burst out – ‘ I would have done that years ago – you more 
than gave them a chance’ ! 

Sadlyin November 2022 I heard from Annie that Brian was ill in hospital – 
his heart condition having finally caught up with him. He died a few days 
later. At his funeral the eulogies demonstrated just how supportive, kind 
and generous Brian had been in all areas of his life. I count myself 
privileged to have been able to be the recipient of his wealth of 
horticultural knowledge and experience – all shared with that twinkle in 
his eye. My Gardening Hero – Brian Edwards RIP. 
  
  
  

           



            Auntie Rosemary and Uncle Basil’s  
                         Problem Corner 

                      Your Garden Conundrums:  
                        Rosemary and Basil to the Rescue ! 

             Rosemary and Basil between them have decades of gardening 
               experience and we are delighted they have agreed to help our 
               Gardening Club by looking at our readers’ gardening queries 

"  I went a bit mad buying Spring bulbs like a kid in a sweet shop in the 
Autmn, since then they’ve stayed in the cupboard and I’ve forgotten all about 
them. Am I too late to plant them? 
 

Fear not, all is not lost! As long as they are in good condition and 
haven’t rotted or developed long, splindly shoots then you can still 
plant them, even if a bit of green is showing. Tulips particularly 

benefit from a late planting as they can be prone to the virus “tulip fire” if they 
are planted in mild weather.  

Get them in as soon as you can now, and plant them a bit deeper than you 
would usually. You will get blooms later than Autumn planted ones, and they 
might be a bit smaller, but that can be quite a nice change. Just bear in mind 
where you put them so that they are not competing with other  things that 
bloom in mid Spring  



" I know that now is a good time to prune shrubs, but I’m scared of 

getting it wrong. Do you have any tips to give me confidence? 

 

Don’t be too anxious about it - the great thing about plants is that if 
you get it wrong, they will grow again and come back stronger in most 
cases. The worst that is likely to happen is that you’ll lose a year’s 
flowering.  

Saying that, before you start, check online or in a reference book as to what 
sort of shrub you’ve got and the right time to prune.  

Some flower on last year’s growth, so taking that out before flowering is not a 
good idea.  

Some flower on new growth, so the harder you cut back to stimulate new 
shoots, the better the floral display.  

Make a list to remind you which to do when.  

Before you start, make sure that you have a decent pruning saw and some 
sharp secateurs. Dirty, blunt tools can leave ragged wounds that invite in 
disease.  

Step back and consider the shape of the plant. Take out any crossing or 
rubbing branches, and try to cut down to an outward facing bud. You want to 
aim for a nice open shape.  

Pruning too little is usually worse than pruning too much. Overly large shrubs 
get twiggy and leggy; and, unless you are blessed with a very large garden, 
they shade out other things in the border.  

I usually give a top dressing of manure or feed the plant after pruning to 
encourage new growth.  



"   I have a grapevine and won’t have time won’t have time to prune it   
until mid March. I have read that leads to bleeding of the vines. Is that a 
problem? 

 

I had to get some help from our resident vine expert, Sarah, on this one! 

If you prune vines later in the spring they may ‘bleed’. This is just a sign 
that their vascular system is bursting into life and the sap is flowing.  
Some research suggests it is also beneficial as it will reduce disease ingress on 
the pruning cuts.  

Later pruning will also delay budburst. This can be useful if you are in a frost 
pocket as the more advanced the bud the more susceptible they are to frost 
damage. 

It’s over to you now Gardening Club members. Let us 
know your knotty garden problems and Rosemary and 
Basil will do their best to help out.  
Send your conundrums to Alison at 
alison.marlborough@btinternet.com 



         Garden Jobs to do in January 

Continue to feed wild birds throughout 
winter. 

     
    Plant bare root roses. 

 Deadhead winter-flowering pansies to prevent them 
 from going to seed 

  Harvest parsnips 

 Prune gooseberries in January to encourage new 
 growth next summer. 

 Prune Apple + Pear trees – lots of helpful tips on 
 RHS website 

Clean your greenhouse + pots ready for the 
upcoming season 

Start thinking about what seeds you need to order 

Plan your planting year! 



Our Next Meeting 

On Tuesday 7th February Adam Alexander, The Seed Detective, will be 
speaking to us on: 

"Meetings with Remarkable Vegetables -  
From Wild Parent to Cultivated Offspring" 

Adam Alexander is a consummate storyteller thanks to forty years as an award-winning film 
and television producer, but his true passion is collecting rare, endangered but, above all, 
delicious vegetables from around the world.  

He lectures widely on his work discovering and conserving rare, endangered garden crops, 
is a board member of the national charity Garden Organic, and his knowledge and expertise 
on growing out vegetables for seed is highly valued by the Heritage Seed Library, for which 
he is a seed guardian." 

Adam will be bringing seeds and copies of his new book, The Seed Detective, in which 
he shares tales of seed hunting and the stories behind many of our everyday vegetable 
heroes.  

It was chosen as Radio 4's The Food Programme's Book of the Year,  by Dan Saladino 



          Committee Members for 2023
                            


Sarah Bell                        Jenny Bond                  Paula Crawford 

Chrissy Collingwood     Jan Eastment                Barbara Rees          

Gilli Urch                         Christine Williams        Charlotte Wilson 

                                        Alison Ward (Chair) 

If you have any questions or ideas, if for any reason you no longer 
want to receive our monthly newsletter, or if there’s anything you’d 
like included in future editions, then please email 


alison.marlborough@btinternet.com 


or phone Alison on 07542 800815



