Grosmont and District Gardening Club
Newsletter - September 2022

Letter from the Chair
Hello Members and Friends,
One thing about gardeners is that we are always looking forward. Planning for
next year, visualising how brilliant the bulbs we are currently planting will look in
the Spring. The Autumn show at Malvern this weekend was full of enthusiastic
gardeners, clutching their precious (and expensive) plants. I visited the show with
three other Garden Club members, and we all made garden related purchases as
well as gaining fresh inspiration.
The Summer brought many challenges, especially the lack of rainfall. Many of us
will be factoring global warming into our garden planning. Being adaptable and
open to new ideas is good for our gardens and our souls.

Christine

A tribute to our much loved
Gardening Club Member Gwenllian Jones - by her dear friend,
our chair, Christine Williams

My lovely friend, and valued Committee member, Gwenllian Jones died in
September after a short illness.
She was an active member of the Club for many years, always generous with
her time, preferring to take a supportive role rather than the limelight.
Longstanding members will recall her Christmas performances as one half of
Winge and Crackit at our social evenings, but few of you will know that she
had a long career as a nurse in the Accident and Emergency Department, as
well as establishing a thriving B&B and holiday cottage business.
Much loved in her local community of Llanvihangel Crucorney, her funeral
was attended by around 300 people.
Gwen loved working in her garden and left instructions for her ashes to be
interred in a large ornamental urn, viewed from her kitchen window, so that
part of her will remain in her garden forever.
We will all miss her very much.

Notes for your diary
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 4th October at 7.30pm in
Grosmont Town Hall - see later in the newsletter for details.
Our AGM will be on Tuesday 1st November. At that meeting we will be
renewing memberships and issuing new membership cards.
We will also be appointing Committee members. So if you are
interested please let us know. No expertise is required; all that is
needed is a passion for gardening and a willingness to get involved.
Membership fees for next year will be £15 for an individual or
£25 for a couple. As previously, this will entitle you to discounts at three
local garden centres. We will charge guests £5 per event.
We will take payment in cash at the November meeting, or you can pay
by bank transfer to:
Grosmont and District Gardening Club
Sort code: 40-33-11
Account no: 81394215
If you pay by this method, please also notify our Treasurer, Barbara, at:

barbararees549@btinternet.com
We would prefer not to have cheques if possible.
Our Christmas social (yes it’s that time already!) will be held on the
evening of Tuesday 6th December at the Temple Bar in Ewyas Harold.
Details of how to book will be in the next newsletter. Capacity in the
venue is limited, so bookings will be on a first come, first served basis.
As usual, we will be having a Christmas raffle for hampers. This is an
important source of income to the Club, so please contribute by
bringing treats for inclusion in the hampers to the November meeting.
Baskets, or other attractive containers for the hampers, would be
especially welcome.

My Garden Heroes
In the second of our newsletter articles in which we
ask Gardening Club members to write about their
gardening inspiration, our newsletter editor,
Alison Ward, shares her early gardening memories.

My mother planted wallflowers wherever we went. I lost her when I was still
quite young, and a whiff of their warm, spicy scent on a Spring morning brings
her back more clearly than anything else. As a child, we always had a tidy,
pretty garden with striped lawns, lots of hybrid tea and floribunda roses and
bright bedding plants. Later on, my father developed a passion for heather beds
with strategically placed rocks and dwarf conifers - something I never shared.
My parents’ main contribution to my love of plants was to buy me the entire set
of Cicely Mary Barker’s “Flower Fairy” books. They taught me to read using
them, and I still have the originals with my toddler scribbles on my favourite
pages. At the earliest stage of my development, those books introduced flowers
to me as something magical, half rooted in another world; an impression that’s
never really left me.
My twenties found me living in Sheffield, in a small suburban house with a
concrete drive at the back and a postage stamp of lawn at the front, feeling that
there was a big hole in my life, but unable to ascertain what it was. Then one
day I came across a book called “Making a Cottage Garden” by
Faith and Geoff Whiten. It was as if someone had unlocked the gate to a secret
garden, and let me inside. I can still see, in my mind’s eye, a young woman bent
over a sketch pad for hours planning the dream, fantasy garden that she would
have one day when she left the city where she didn’t belong and came home to
the Welsh Marches. I’ve read hundreds of gardening books since, but nothing
else has had that inspirational effect on me that turned the black & white to
technicolour in my imagination.

Eventually I moved to Carmarthenshire and, with great excitement, established
the first cottage garden of my own. My next great revelation then was David
Austin Roses. The combination of the romance of the old fashioned roses with
something that you could reliably grow in your own garden was wonderful. I
always think that the arrival of the David Austin catalogue is like being given a
luxurious box of chocolates - fortunately not as fattening, but unfortunately a
lot more expensive!
The rich colours - magenta, burnt orange, creamy white, delicate chalk pink the exquisite ruffled petals and the, as yet only imagined, heady scents are a
delicious confection to be savoured.
My taste as a gardener became a little more sophisticated when I discovered the
writings of Vita Sackville West, and subsequently made a pilgrimage to her
garden at Sissinghurst. The idea that you could have a garden full of the
colours of the sunset or a white garden that seemed to reflect moonlight even on
a bright day was intoxicating. It’s hard to put into words, but it seemed to me
that somehow her soul and poetry was made manifest in the garden; and,
although I’ve visited many gardens over the years, I’ve never felt that about
anywhere else. Her writing is fantastic too; for instance, she describes how the
idea for the white garden came to her in a dream in which she was planting a
garden at night in the snow lit by candles tied to the antlers of white deer - and
that was before the days of hallucinogenic drugs!
As a postscript, I recently visited Sissinghurst again, and I found the magic very
much diminished - as if the light had gone out somehow. A lesson perhaps that
we should never go back; and also a reminder that gardens are impermanent
and that we are only ever stewards for a short space of time.
Since the early days, I’ve taken much inspiration from other, more experienced,
gardeners - annual trips to Chelsea Flower Show; visits to beautiful places like
Wollerton Old Hall in Shropshire; and, most recently, the privilege of
volunteering in the ancient gardens of Hereford Cathedral.
But, when I look back at those early plans that I made when I was young, I can
see much of them in my own garden now some forty years later. Although far
from perfect (what garden ever is?) what I have now is pretty much my ideal.
For me, it’s entirely appropriate that the word “paradise” originally meant an
enclosed, cultivated space; and those of us who have our own plot, whatever it
may be, can rightly say that we own a small piece of heaven.

Auntie Rosemary and Uncle Basil’s
Problem Corner

Your Garden Conundrums:
Rosemary and Basil to the Rescue !
Rosemary and Basil between them have decades of gardening
experience and we are delighted they have agreed to help our
Gardening Club by looking at our readers’ gardening queries.

🤔 I’m looking for a small tree with white or silver bark that will
grow on clay soil in a fairly exposed position. Any ideas?

The most beautiful of all white stemmed trees in my
opinion is the Himalayan Birch “Betula Utilis Jacquemontii
- Snow Queen”. The bark really is snowy white. It will
eventually grow to a height of 20ft in 20 years, but the
trunks are slender, so it wouldn’t overpower a garden setting.
All birches are very hardy and will grow on most soils.
If you don’t fancy a birch, you could try Eucalyptus Paucifolia
Niphofilia - the Alpine Snow Gum. It’s quite slow growing and
would probably only eventually reach a maximum height of 20ft in
the situation that you describe. It’s more fussy as to drainage than
a birch, although it will tolerate exposed sites, so a clay soil would
need to be prepared well.
My other suggestion would be a weeping silver pear - Pyrus
Salicifolia Pendula. The silver colour comes from the foliage,
rather than the bark; but it is a lovely garden tree, reaching a
maximum height of around 15ft. It’s related to the ordinary garden
pear, so is quite hardy under most growing conditions.

🤔

I love delphiniums, and would really like grow groups of
them to great heights in my borders, but, however hard I try, they
fail to appear the following year. What can I do to improve things?
My delphiniums are my pride and joy, so I can understand
why you love them. Some varieties are particularly robust;
the best one I have discovered is called “Faust” and is very tall
and a beautiful deep blue.
For future growing success, I suggest that you follow
the four S’s:
Sun - delphiniums need several hours of sun every day. They will
sulk in shade and fail to thrive.
Soil - delphiniums are big plants and hungry feeders. Make sure
that you dig a big hole when you plant them and mix in lots of
organic matter, especially well rotted manure. Give them a liquid
feed in the Spring and again during the growing season.
Slugs - most delphinium failures are due to these little rascals
grazing off the young shoots in early Spring. You need to keep a
vigilant eye from early March and use slug control as soon as you
see the first shoots. Slugs also have a habit of crawling up the
flower stems in wet weather and chewing through, causing
collapse. You can combat this by winding copper wire round the
stems.
A friend of mine advises covering the planting site with wood ash,
which both discourages slugs and acts as a fertilizer.
Staking - few things are more disappointing than to see your
beautifully grown delphiniums snapped over by wind and rain.
Stake much earlier than you think you need to, when the plants are
about a foot high. Use a ring of tall canes strung into a circle,
bought plant supports are usually not big and strong enough for
delphiniums, then keep an eye to see if you need to do more as they
get taller.

🤔 Last year my parsnips were a disaster. I grew them in a

barrel as I’d heard that this was a good way to ensure long
straight roots, and I fed them regularly with tomato feed.
The tops looked very lush, green and healthy; but, when I came to
harvest them, they were only about 2” long and no thicker than a
pencil. What have I done wrong?
Your idea of growing them in a barrel might not have been
the best way. That’s what competition growers do, as
stones and big clods of earth cause the roots to twist and
bend; but for ordinary gardeners wanting a decent crop,
containers usually aren’t deep enough to give the parsnips
room to develop.
It sounds to me as if you overfed them with the wrong sort of food.
Fertilisers are labelled as NPK (nitrogen/phosphorus /potassium).
Simply put - nitrogen feeds leaves, phosphorus roots and
potassium flowers.
Root crops need an NPK 5-10-10 feed. Too much nitrogen causes
lots of top growth to the detriment of the rest of the plant.
Bonemeal is good to promote root growth - or rock phosphate if
you don’t want to use animal products.
Or maybe, you were just impatient and harvested them too early!
You shouldn’t start to pull them up until the tops have died off;
probably well into the Winter.
Try again next year, sowing them directly in late Spring/early
Summer in really well dug garden soil.

It’s over to you now Gardening Club members. Let us
know your knotty garden problems and Rosemary and
Basil will do their best to help out.
Send your conundrums to Alison, our newsletter editor, at
alison.marlborough@btinternet.com; or you can write
them down and give them to a member of the Committee
at our next meeting.

Garden Jobs to do in October
Bring tender plants in under cover before they need protection for
example - Salvias, citrus, olives, pelargoniums, succulents,
fuchsias
Keep deadheading throughout October, particularly dahlias. This
will extend their flowering season and squeeze the last bloom
from them!
Collect seeds from perennial plants, using paper (not polythene)
bags. Label seed packets immediately. Store in a cool, dry place
until ready for sowing.
It is not too late to take cuttings and there is no more satisfying
process in the garden (if it is successful!) Choose healthy nonflowering growth, use a sharp knife and very free draining peat
free compost (add an equal measure of grit or perlite to the
compost) and keep the humidity high. Most things will strike
and overwinter successfully without needing potting on
You can plant or move deciduous trees shrubs and hedges even if
they are still in leaf as they have finished growing and the soil is
still warm, so the roots will begin to grow immediately. Give them
a really good soak when you do so and to repeat this weekly until
the ground is really wet or the leaves have fallen.
Continue planting spring bulbs but wait another month for
tulips.
Sow sweet peas - By sowing sweet peas in October you will have
bigger plants with a stronger root system that should give flowers
next spring and last longer.
If you have raised beds – (and if not October is an ideal month for
making them) - mulch them with an inch or so of garden compost
as they become clear, leaving the worms to work it in ready for
sowing or planting next spring.
Prune climbing roses - climbing roses flower on shoots grown the
same spring so they can be pruned hard now

Our Next Meeting
A reminder that our next meeting will be on
Tuesday 4th October at 7.30 pm in Grosmont Town Hall
There will be a talk on “Designing a Garden for Wildlife” by
Cheryl Cummings
Cheryl is an RHS award winning garden designer, who has been
designing gardens for thirty years.
She says:

"Helping my clients to discover their own perfect garden and to see how
much it can offer our native wildlife is my passion.
We each have our own tastes and lifestyles, and by respecting the natural
beauty of the garden, its existing wildlife habitats and the surrounding
environment, each and every one of our gardens has the potential to be
uniquely beautiful and provide a home to some of our rapidly declining native
species."

We hope to see you there!

Committee Members

Sarah Bell

Jenny Bond

Paula Crawford
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Jan Eastment

Gilli Urch

Alison Ward

Christine Williams (Chair)

If you have any questions or ideas, please contact our Chair,
Christine, on 01873 890881
If for any reason you no longer want to receive our monthly
newsletter, or if there’s anything you’d like included in future
editions, then please email alison.marlborough@btinternet.com
or phone Alison on 07542 800815

