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Letter from the Chair 

Hello Members and Friends,


I hope you like the new look Newsletter.


This year is racing away and soon this exceptionally hot Summer will be over.  
Dead-heading and watering will have kept you all busy the last few weeks, but I 
am sure you have managed to slip in the odd few treats. 


Talking of treats, our visit to the Botanic Gardens was delightful:  fortunately it was 
much cooler there than here and we were subjected to a short thunderstorm, 
which was embraced with joy by our Members.  


Rain in Wales?  What a novelty!


Looking forward to seeing you all in September.


Christine 



                    Our Annual Outing to the   
             National Botanic Garden of Wales  

Despite a record breaking sizzling heatwave, on 19th July our 
intrepid gardeners set forth on the annual outing to 
Carmarthenshire to visit the National Botanic Gardens. Thanks to 
all the organisation that had been put in by Committee members, 
everything ran like clockwork.  
 
After a comfortable 
journey on an air 
conditioned coach, 
we were relieved to 
find that the 
temperature in West 
Wales was several 
degrees cooler - and 
we even experienced 
a dramatic 
downpour; long 
enough to refresh, 
but not to soak 
everyone. 

The gardens had improved and extended a great deal since our 
last visit. If you couldn’t make it on this occasion, they are certainly  
worth a visit.  

It was a grand day out!  



                     My Garden Heroes 

In a new series in our revamped newsletter format, 
we have asked our Committee Members to write 
about their garden heroes.  

We hope that you will enjoy sharing our memories 
about how we found our early inspiration in the 
wonderful world of gardening! 

The first contribution is from Barbara Rees, our Treasurer.  

I have two garden heroes, if we are allowed more than one. Who are they I 
can hear you cry , barely able to contain your excitement. Alan 
Titchmarsh? Geoff Hamilton ? No, dear reader, they are my mum and  an 
elderly neighbour from years ago. I say elderly , but she was younger then 
than I am now. Both now, sadly, deceased for many years but I  remember 
their words and, perhaps more importantly, what they actually did, very 
clearly 

Firstly, mum. She had 7 children, a part time job, a husband that worked 
all hours, and  a tiny house blessed with a medium sized garden. It was 
mostly laid to grass (“lawn” would be exaggeration) so we children had 
plenty of room to play and run around tormenting each other. It had room 
for a swing (but sadly not a pony for me, that came much, much later)  and 
paddling pool .  



One small area mum had attempted to keep separate for her garden. It was 
about 10 foot long by 3 foot wide and she tended it whenever she had a 
spare minute, filling it with scented wallflowers, an unfortunate rosebush, 
and, her favourite, “Rabbits’ Ears “ (Stachys).  She was indomitable in her 
determination to keep the garden flourishing, despite setback after 
setback , mostly caused by stray footballs and general unintentional 
vandalism.  She was never cross, but insisted we help: one of my earliest 
memories when I would have been about 3 or 4 was helping her to plant 
the Rabbits’ Ears on weekday afternoons (too young for school and mum 
worked nights). It was bliss, she watching me and giving little tips on how 
to do it and my ecstasy at having mum all to myself. That feeling of 
contentment and quiet happiness never leaves me when I am gardening, all 
from moments over 60 years ago. 

My second hero I came to know only very gradually. She transformed from 
a very posh, somewhat intimidating figure (she was over 6 foot tall 
compared to my 5 foot not-a-lot) to a warm caring and funny lady, who 
incidentally was a gardening genius. I was creating a very large garden 
from scratch and she kindly offered to help. I only found out much later 
that she had a successful career as a garden designer and  plantswoman 
and her own gardens were previously  regularly open to the public. Along 
with teaching me about plants I had never come across before and how to 
care for them, she showed me a new gardening approach: to look at  
overall garden design and layout , counterpoints, plant structure, textures, 
colours, seasonality and environment to name a few. This was a new 
approach to someone whose go-to was an amble to the garden centre and 
bunging anything in anywhere, and of course usually ending  up 
disappointed.   

Her lessons stayed with me and shall stay. I also learnt more from her than 
about gardening but that is for another article….   

 



              Auntie Rosemary and Uncle Basil’s 
                             Problem Corner 

                   Your Garden Conundrums:  
               Rosemary and Basil to the Rescue ! 

             Rosemary and Basil between them have decades of gardening 
               experience and we are delighted they have agreed to help our 
               Gardening Club by looking at our readers gardening queries. 

🤔  My  garden looked lovely in June but is starting to fade 
away a bit now . Do you have any suggestions what I can put in to 
give it a lift in late summer?


You don’t say how much room you have, but for 
perennials you could try the Japanese Anemone (the pink 
“September Charm” is popular) which flowers from 
August through to October. Or Crocosmia “Lucifer” is 

flowering now. Its bright red flowers would make a lovely contrast 
in a hot planting scheme with Achillea “Moonshine”,  a shorter 
yellow variety which does normally not need staking. Asters are 
also a good bet, flowering from August through to October, and 
come in all sizes and colours. If you have room for a shrub, try 
some of the new hydrangea varieties such as “Vanilla Fraise” or 
“Confetti” which will flower through to September and are very 
lovely in my opinion. 



🤔  I grew lettuce for the first time this year but most of the 
plants rotted and looked like they had some sort of fungus. Any 
idea what went wrong ?    

 

I am sorry to hear this, don’t let it put you off. Lettuce is 
prone to fungus attack at the base of the leaves, so to avoid 
this when you plant out make sure the bottom leaves are 

well above soil level. That should cure it and give you many salads 
to enjoy in future. 

🤔   I am looking for a statement plant for one of my beds with 
“wow “ factor. Can you suggest anything? 

 

I love Fatsia Japonica. It has large glossy leaves and is 
evergreen, is easy to look after, and has white flowers 
followed by black fruits. 

 If you prefer a less permanent display, try Rheum Palmatum 
“Atrosanguinem” which dies down in winter. This has huge purple 
leaves with large pink flower spikes and is very striking. It does 
however need a dampish spot so in these drought ridden times, 
unless you have a naturally damp corner , is probably best 
avoided for now 

It’s over to you now Gardening Club members. Let us know you 
knotty garden problems and Rosemary and Basil will do their best 
to help out.  

Send your conundrums to Alison, our newsletter editor, at 
alison.marlborough@btinternet.com; or you can write them down 
and give them to a member of the Committee at our next meeting.  



           Garden Jobs to do in August 
In true Monty Don style …….. 

‘Here Are Some Things To Do In Your Garden This August!’ 

• Cut long meadow grass + keep it short to promote wild flower 
growth. 

• Deadhead everything daily to keep flowering fresh for as long 
as possible.   

•  Water containers regularly + feed weekly. 

• Prune lavender as soon as the flowers start to fade + before  
seed heads start to form. Cut back hard but leave some new 
shoots on each stem 

• Sow hardy Autumn salad crops such as Winter Density LeBuce  
and Rocket  

• Order your spring bulbs! Yes really! 

 

• As the majority of birds have fledged it is now safe and  a good 
Hme to trim hedges.  

• With our feathered friends in mind, keep bird baths filled 
parHcularly in this hot weather 

 

Finally - and most importantly …….. choose your favourite garden seat 
and with a cup of tea (or maybe something chilled!) in hand sit and 
enjoy all your hard work of the past months!  



                  Our Next Meeting                                     


A reminder that our next meeting will be on 

Tuesday 6th September at 7.30 pm in Grosmont Town Hall 


There will be a talk by the ever popular and entertaining Paul Green 
on “Autumn and Winter Plants”, covering in particular issues with 
hardiness. 


We hope you can join us!




  



                    Committee Members 



                     Sarah Bell                Jenny Bond           

   Paula Crawford       Jan Eastment        Gwenllian Jones 

   Barbara Rees          Gilli Urch                Alison Ward 

                            Christine Williams (Chair) 

If you have any questions or ideas, please contact our Chair, 
Christine, on 01873 890881


If for any reason you no longer want to receive our monthly 
newsletter, or if there’s anything you’d like included in future 
editions, then please email alison.marlborough@btinternet.com 

or phone Alison on 07542 800815
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