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DO YOU NEED A CRANE? 

THEN LOOK NO FURTHER THAN 

 

RDS CRANE HIRE 

 

Over 36yrs experience in ALL aspects of 

crane hire and machinery movement. 

Local company, full & half day rates. 

 

Contact: Russell Davies 07977430654 

Email: info@rdscranehire.co.uk 

                                           Calls taken 24/7 
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GERALD BENJAMIN 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

All electrical work undertaken 

DOMESTIC, INDUSTRIAL, AGRICUL-

TURAL  

OR COMMERCIAL 

TESTING AND INSPECTING 

CONTACT ME FOR A QUOTE ON 

TELEPHONE 01981 580 129 

FAX                 01981 580 129 

MOBILE         07971 862 873 

Email: geraldbenj@outlook.com  

 

 

 

 
 

Julian Tooley 

 

Independent 

Funeral 

Director and  

Monumental Mason 

24hr personal service 

 
 

Telephone  
 
 

01873 855 120 

 St Nicholas Church     
Grosmont   

i 
s a fine medieval building 
but, much more than that, it 
is also the people of the com-
munity who live and work in 

our beautiful parish. The church 
stands as a powerful reminder of 
what community life meant to 
the people of past centuries; to-
day it remains a symbol for 
shared experience and the spirit 
of community. For baptisms, 
weddings, funerals and other oc-
casional services please contact 
the Ministry Team.  

mailto:geraldbenj@outlook.com
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KEITH HOCKEY 

PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES 

MOBILE 07960 442 755 

HOG’S HEAD, TREADAM 

LLANTILIO CROSSENNY,  

ABREGAVENNY, NP7 8TA 

OFTEC REGISTERED 

NVQ ACCREDITED 

OIL INSTALLATIONS 

 

FINANCE FOR  

BUSINESSES 

      

Funding arranged for:- 

• machinery, 

• vehicles 

• premises 

• land 

• alternative energy projects 

working capital 

For a local, personal service please contact: Steve 

Morgan 

Mobile:      07342 651040 

E-mail:   

steve@rural-finance.co.uk 

 

LLANFAIR CHURCH FLOWER/

CLEANING ROTA 2022 

We are reviewing our flower/cleaning 

rota for 2022 and are hoping to recruit 

new volunteers. 

We greatly appreciate the time and en-

ergy all so freely given, in maintaining 

the care, beauty and welcoming ambi-

ence of our church. 

Flower/cleaning duties involve two con-

secutive weeks during the year. 

We welcome support from anyone who 

is happy to help to Llanfair Church. 

Please contact Raye Maddern 

07443500671 

chraye13@gmail.com 
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A message for November from Rev Gaynor Burrett 

 

 

I am constantly surprised how fast time seems to past. Gone are the 
leisurely days of school summer holidays, where summer seemed to 
stretch forward at a relaxed pace, and six weeks seemed to be an end-
less time of bliss, followed by a somewhat frantic but exciting time 
as new skirts were made and pullovers bought in time for the start of 
the Autumn school term. Now there hardly seems to be time to draw 
breath between harvest celebrations and the onset of Christmas, with 
media once again declaring that something has to be done to ‘save 
the season’ from the lack of commercial goods and produce caused 
by the recent Covid related crises. 
 
Several thousand years ago a book included in the Old Testament of 
the Bible was written. Some attribute it to King Solomon, known for 
his wisdom. However, there is one small section that is very well 
known as it was written into a pop song first recorded in 1959. ‘Turn 
Turn Turn’ was the first 8 verses of Chapter 3 in the book of Ecclesi-
astes, and it speaks of there being a time and season for every pur-
pose under heaven. Not just a well known pop song, but also a very 
familiar passage often read at funerals. The passage is basically an 
observation that everything has its place in the worlds order - the sea-
sons in nature, the seasons of our lives. There is a natural rhythm, a 
‘lifecycle’ that creation adheres to. This means that nothing ever 
stands still, and that there are always going to be endings and new 
beginnings. 
 
Many humans do not embrace change. They feel safe and comforta-
ble with what is familiar and would seek to hold on to what is, at al-
most all cost, rather than adapt to something new and different. For 
some, change is about adventure and possibility, embracing the op-
portunity, reviewing what has been and adapting to new opportuni-
ties. The reality is that without realising it we cope with change eve-
ryday and life still goes on! Everything we have and experience has a 
time when it is at its peak, and a time less so. We may mourn the 
loss, but sometimes something even better fills the gap. 
 
Continued overleaf 

mailto:steve@rural-finance.co.uk
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So, times and seasons! I believe it was about 15 years ago a maga-
zine was produced to keep the parishioners of our 4 villages in-
formed and maybe even entertained. The Church Link has done a 
wonderful job through a series of Editors, but it may be that the sea-
son for the magazine is drawing to a natural end. Gilliy has done a 
fabulous job as editor, taking on the role two years ago. Unfortunate-
ly she now needs to pass on the baton, and sadly we have been una-
ble to find someone to take on the job as Editor. Knowing that there 
are folk who feel it is really important that The Church Link contin-
ues, I, probably misguidedly, thought that I would take on the work 
myself, understanding that I would let go of some of the other things 
I do. After much soul searching I realise this is just not realistic. 
There are already not enough hours in the day, and editing the maga-
zine would be a step too far. So, the immediate plan is to finish The 
Church Link at the end of the year with a bumper final issue, and 
then to take a break and review the situation. It may be that someone 
will come forward with the right skills and time to be able to resur-
rect or even re-invent it, or it may be that it has reached its natural 
life-span. However, it goes without saying that our huge thanks go 
out to all those people who over the years have edited, printed, sort-
ed and delivered this communication. If you have any articles, sto-
ries, memories or pictures that would be appropriate for our final 
edition please feed them through as soon as possible. I recognise that 
there will be some who have paid a full subscription and will not re-
ceive the full quota of magazines. Please be patient as we work out 
the best way to reimburse funds. 
 
The words, ‘not on my watch’ come to mind and I am tremendously 
sad that we are needing to make this decision, but I can’t see a realis-
tic way forward! Maybe you can. If so, and if your plans could be 
positively and practically put in place, please feed your ideas 
through to Church PCC members for discussion. 
 
Gaynor 

 41 

PARISH CONTACTS 

Priest in charge: Revd. Gaynor Burrett 

The Rectory, Grosmont, Abergavenny NP7 8EP 

Tel: 01981 240361 Email: revgaynorphb@gmail.com 

Associate priests: Revd. Andrew Harter 01981 241488  

Revd. Lorraine Cavanagh 

Ministry Team: Sandy Ireson (Reader)  

 Curate: Rev Mary K Moore revmarykmoore50emar@gmail.com  

Eucharistic Assistants: Louise Minford,  Pat Noakes,  

John Pullen, Russell James 

Safeguarding Officer: Revd. Gaynor Burrett 

 

Grosmont Parish: Wardens: Russell James 01981 240436 

Mark Potter 01981 240350 

Treasurer Louise Minford  PCC Sec: Andrew Harter 

Nave bookings: Andrew Harter 01981 241488 

Organist: Richard Brierly 01981 240301  

 

Llanfair Cilgoed Parish Wardens: Margaret Martin 01873 821210 

Sally Tyler 01873 821742 PCC Sec: Joyce Burberry 

Treasurer David Manns 

 

Llangattock Lingoed Parish: Wardens: Ben Prosser 07399 654110 

Caroline Pearce 01873 821240 

Treasurer and organist: Caroline Pearce PCC Sec: Eric Evans 

 

Skenfrith Parish: Wardens: James Buchanan james@amati.co.uk 

Trish Atkins trish.atkins@yahoo.co.uk Treasurer: Alan Elkins 

01600750434 PCC Sec: Jeffsmith3@btinternet.com Organist: Nel-

son Whaley 07866 267144 

Skenfrith Hall Bookings: Annie Peacock 01600 750434 

CHURCH LINK MAGAZINE 

Editor: Gilliy Burgess Email: gilliy@fresto.net 
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SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER* 
 
Sunday November  7th 
Grosmont 11am Communion 
Skenfrith 9.15 Family Service  
Llanfair 9.15 Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 14th November 
REMEMBRANCE 
Grosmont 10.50am Communion 
Skenfrith  9.15 Communion 
3.00 pm service at the memorial 
Llanfair 9.15 Morning Prayer 
Llangattock 10.50 Communion 
 
Sunday  21st November 
Grosmont  am Communion 
Skenfrith 9.15 Morning Prayer 
Llanfair 9.15 Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 28th November 
ADVENT SUNDAY 
Grosmont 4.30PM Advent Carol Service and churchyard lights 
Skenfrith 9.15 Communion 
Llanfair 9.15 Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday  5th December 
Grosmont 11am Communion 
Skenfrith 9.15 Family Service 
Llanfair 9.15 Morning Prayer 
 
*Please check parishes page on Grosmont website for  details* 

 
All are very welcome at our services. 

Please contact Gilliy email gilliy@fresto.net  with any content for 

the December issue BY 10TH November  AT THE LATEST 

PLEASE. 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 

- and the November issue 
Did you ever wonder how church magazines first got started? Ac-

cording to some historians, the first-ever church magazine was pro-

duced in Derby in 1859, shortly after the government abolished the 

tax on newspapers. 

Of course, there had been other religious magazines before this, but 

they circulated on a national scale.  It took John Erksine Clarke, 

vicar of a poor parish in Derby, to come up with the idea of produc-

ing a local church magazine.    

After that, nothing was ever the same again. Clarke’s idea of a lo-

calised magazine gave power to the parishes., for the first time local 

Christians could have a common, regular Christian voice in their 

communities.   

It may not seem like much now, but as one historian says: “In the 

early days those magazines were one of the very few pieces of print 

that many working-class homes would see.  In middle-class homes 

they were often read aloud, as the family sat around the fire.  By 

the turn of the century, church magazines were going into several 

millions of homes around the country.” And we should not under-

estimate their influence for the good. As Bishop Percival, preaching 

in Plymouth in 1886 said, “You cannot create a new world except 

by creating a new heart and a new purpose in common man.”    

It is the same today – our magazines can still have a regular, com-

mon Christian witness in our communities, sharing our Christian 

hope in the grace and love of God, through Jesus Christ.  Our com-

munities surely need to hear this message, and if we don’t share it 

with them, who will? 

 

Continued overleaf 
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CALLING ALL CRAFTERS 

If you would like to help with a community Christmas 

craft project please register your interest by emailing  

rev Gaynor burrett  

revgaynorphb@gmail.com 

I have very much enjoyed editing this magazine these last couple of 

years and am disappointed that I will be the last in a line of editors  who 

volunteered through the life of ‘Church Link’. As you will have read in 

Rev Gaynor’s letter no one has come forward to replace me as editor and 

so  December’s issue will be the last. 

I have received emails from individuals drawing attention to ‘Apps’ as a 

possible replacement for the magazine but of course with any such tool of 

communication be it a printed format or electronic, someone has to upload 

the content in the first place.  Indeed, the parish information that appears 

on the Grosmont Village website  is only there because Jane Moggridge 

voluntarily gives of her time. 

We would like to make our final, Christmas issue big, and full of all 

things bright and beautiful so if you would like to share your memories 

of the magazine or submit any photographs, content, letters or events 

notices etc please let me have them by 10th November at the latest and I 

will do my best to find space to include them all. Send in Word please to 

gilliy@fresto.net 

Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to give such kind com-

ments about my work on Church Link, they are very much appreciated.   

I fear that the ghost of Rev McAdam will be uneasy and I shall hear the 

clack of his printing machinery through the house after Christmas! 

Gilliy x 
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YOUR CHURCH LINK 2021 

We appreciate contributions from our readers. Articles, photographs, announcements 

and advertisements are always welcome. We will always do our best to find room for 

your items but space is limited. Parents’ specific permission to reproduce any photo-

graph depicting a child or young person MUST  accompany the photograph. This 

complies with the Church in Wales safeguarding policy .  

Guidance for Contributors  

The following guidance is intended to help you provide copy to the magazine in a 

format which can be edited and adapted to facilitate  editing and printing 

. We are able to accept electronic, handwritten or typed copy. 

 Please send electronic copy by email to: gilliy @ fresto.net 

Copy should be submitted by 9th of each month for inclusion in the following month’s 

edition.  Please note that as work begins on 11th of the month on the next edition, it 

is advisable to submit your content as soon as you can. Last minute copy cannot 

be guaranteed space. 

Please submit in MS Word (ie doc) format as an attachment to your email. The email 

should include any additional notes that you think are important. Please do not use 

frames or underlining. 

PDFs Please bear in mind that pdf format articles will be shrunk to fit the available 

space and that as we will be unable to edit them, text may be very small. 

Photographs  We are pleased to accept digital images to go with articles.  JPEG 

format is recommended. Please remember that they may be printed in black and 

white and so clear images with a light background are best. You, or the organisation 

that you represent must own the image (ie hold copyright) that you are submitting. 

Disclaimer: The advertisements in this magazine are paid for and as such are not being recom-

mended by being in it. Please  check as you would any supplier. 

Advertisers will be invoiced for £140 for 12 months full page, £70 for half, £35 for a quar-

ter. 

 

 The price of subscription remains unchanged at £10 per year for A4 and £8 for the new A5 

edition. Prompt payment would be appreciated in order to keep costs down. Subs are now 

due please. 

Please remember that we rely on kind volunteers to deliver our magazine to those who 

are unable to collect it themselves. Magazines may be available for collection from the 

usual outlets in advance of personal delivery.  Thank you to all our volunteers, we appreci-

ate your help  very much, and especially in these difficult times. 
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ARCHERY IN THE NAVE 

Friday evenings from 5.30pm 

in St Nicholas Nave, Grosmont. 

Come and join Sandy Ireson for 

Archery. 

All ages are welcome 

(Primary school age children 

must be accompanied by an 

adult). 

Cost £3.00 per person per      

session. 

 

 

 

David Jones  

 

 

Your County 

Councillor  

 

I am always happy to hear from      

residents of Crucorney Ward about 

any council issues that affect them. 

Please contact me on  

01873 821497 or 07561 475563 

DavidWJones@monmouthshire.gov.uk 

 

GWENT ARCHIVES 

Gwent Archives opened at its new site in Ebbw 

Vale in 2011. The magnificent new facilities 

provide: 

An ideal environment for you to use the unique 

collection of documents.  Around 10km of state 

of the art storage so the Collection can be 

preserved for future generations and we can go 

on collecting - we are always keen to hear from 

people with documents they think might be of 

interest.  Lecture and group facilities so people 

can learn more about using the resources. A 

modern archive conservation studio where you 

can see the delicate work of repair and 

conservation carried out. 

Opening Hours:  

Monday to Friday 9:30 - 5:00 pm   

2nd Saturday each month: 10.00am - 4.00pm. 

Visit Us: Gwent Archives, Steelworks Road Ebbw 

Vale Blaenau Gwent NP23 6AA 

Telephone Enquiries: 01495 353363 Email: 

enquiries@gwentarchives.gov.uk 

 

GARWAY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

 AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

Sports, Concerts, Meetings, Music, Fund 

Raising Events, Family Parties, Wedding 

Receptions   

 Reasonable Rates 

New multifunctional Health/Therapy 

Room available to hire by insured                            

Professional  Complementary   

Therapists:                                        

     Rates from £5 to £7 per hour         

 Room equipped with:- 

• Fully electric therapy couch 

•  Saddle stool consultation table  

• chairs - couch roll  

 For details and to book Community Centre 

contact Hilary or Austen Keenan  

 01600 750243 

Check your booking  www.garway.org.uk 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

DO YOU KNOW WHERE TO GO FOR EMERGENCY HELP? 

Please do not go to a minor injuries unit if you have a life-threatening injury 

or illness as there is no longer a full range of back-up services able to sup-

port a full emergency department. 

DIAL 999 OR GO TO THE GRANGE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 

If you have a life threatening injury or illness such as falling down more 

than 5 steps (or greater than 1 meter), stab wounds, stomach injury, pedes-

trian being hit by a vehicle, head or face injury (resulting in being knocked 

out, blurred vision, bad headache), fracture with bone puncturing the skin, 

neck or back injury with numbness down arms and legs. 

GO TO A MINOR INJURY UNIT at Neville Hall, Ysbyty Ystrad Fawr or Ysbyty 

Aneurin Bevan Hospitals 

If you have a minor injury such as fractures (broken bones) and dislocation 

to toes and fingers, wounds or grazes, minor head or face injuries, minor 

neck or back injuries, eye, ear or nose injuries, rib injuries and bites. 

CONTACT NHS  111 IF YOU NEED URGENT MEDICAL HELP OR ADVICE AND 

YOU ARE UNSURE WHERE TO GO. 

You can also use the NHS 111 online symptom checker 111.wales.nhs.uk/

SelfAssesments. 

The information above has been copied from the NHS Wales Information poster. 

Food bank donations are always gratefully 

received but are even more so at this diffi-

cult time. If you are able to donate items 

please place in the marked box in the porch 

of St Nicholas. Please observe social dis-

tancing  guidance. 

Thank you 

http://www.gwentarchives.gov.uk/our-collection.aspx
mailto:enquiries@gwentarchives.gov.uk
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STEVE LUMPKIN 

Specialises in Stonework, blockwork, 

lime pointing, brickwork and         plas-

tering 

Can also undertake tiling, patios and 

more …. 

 

Mobile—078548 20984 

Home—01873 853095 

Call for any enquiries 

 

 

 

Restoration 

General Building and 
Genealogy  

 

I can offer a wide range of 
services in the building and 
plumbing trades. Energy 

efficiency in older buildings a 
speciality.  

All jobs considered.  

I can also help with your family 
tree research! 

 

Charlie Kensington 

07503 508092      

01600 750679 

ckensington@toucansurf.com 

 

 

 

 AR AY CO  UNITY 

CENTRE  

 A A  A             

Sports, Concerts,  eetin s,  usic, 

Fund Raisin  Events, Family 

 arties 

 eddin  Receptions  etc. 
  easo a le  ates 

 

 

• New multifunctional Health/

Therapy Room available to 
hire by insured                            

Professional  Complementary   
Therapists:                                       

     Rates from £5 to £7 per hour         
 Room equipped with:- 

• Fully electric therapy couch -            

saddle stool consultation table -     
chairs - couch roll  

       
 

 or  etails a   to  oo   ommu ity 

 e tre co tact Hilary or Austen 

Keenan  

 0 600 750243 

  ec  your  oo i    

   . ar ay.or .uk 
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RECOGNIZING A STROKE 

 
Sometimes symptoms of a stroke 
are difficult to identify. 
Unfortunately, the lack of 
awareness spells disaster. The 
stroke victim may suffer severe 
brain damage when people 
nearby fail to recognize the 
symptoms of a stroke.  Now 
doctors say a bystander can 
recognize a stroke by asking 
three simple questions:  

S  Ask the individual to SMILE. 
T  Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK 
A SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently) 

R  Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH 
ARMS. 
If he or she has trouble with ANY 
ONE of these tasks, call emergency 
number immediately and describe the 
symptoms to the dispatcher. 
 

NOTE:  Another 'sign' of a stroke is 
this: Ask the person to 'stick' out their 
tongue. If the tongue is 'crooked', if it 
goes to one side or the other, that is 
also an indication of a stroke. 

 

mailto:ckensington@toucansurf.com
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  SKENFRITH PARISH                          
HALL 

Well furnished fully licensed community hall available for hire 

for private parties, meetings, trade shows, classes,  

exhibitions, weddings, plays, etc. 

 

* Well equipped kitchen 

*Staging/ Stage lighting 

* Committee Room 

* Court Yard 

* Disabled Access & Facilities 

*Discount rate for Charities & Youth 

Organisations 

                MORE INFORMATION 

Contact Ann 01600 750434                    E-mail: robandann@live.co.uk 

Please contact for latest opening/event 

information following flood recovery and 

Covid. 
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THE HAPPY PLACE 

 

 

‘REMEMBER, REMEMBER THE 5TH OF NOVEMBER, GUNPOWDER, TREASON AND 

PLOT!’ 

The mice are toasting marshmallows for ‘Bonfire Night’. We have a tradition in 
the UK  each November 5th of celebrating the failure of the plot in 1605 to blow 
up Parliament . 

Guy (Guido) Fawkes was part of the Gunpowder plot in 1605. He wanted to blow up 
King James I and his government. 

This was because of religion. England was a Protestant country at that time and the 
plotters were Catholics. They wanted England to be Catholic again, and thought 
they could force change if they killed King James I and his ministers. 

So, Fawkes and his group put 36 barrels of gunpowder in cellars underneath the 

Houses of Parliament in London, ready to set off a massive explosion. This is where 

our tradition of  fireworks and of burning a ‘Guy’ figure on our bonfires comes from. 

Wherever and however you celebrate this year, remember to follow the firework 

code, ALWAYS stay with a responsible  adult, NEVER handle or throw fireworks, 

STAY A SAFE DISTANCE AWAY from the bonfire and always make certain that 

your pets are safe indoors. 

BE SAFE! 

mailto:robandann@live.co.uk
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THE MOLE TRAPPER 

(Member of the Guild of British Mole 

Catchers) 

YOUR LOCAL, PROFESSIONAL, FAST AND 

FRIENDLY TRADITIONAL MOLE CATCHER 

PROVIDING A SERVICE WITH FIRST CLASS 

RESULTS 

Thirty years experience 

Fully insured 

No call out fee 

I won't make a mountain out of a 

molehill! 

T:- 01981 241 294 

 

Pass your driving 
test with 

GOLD STAR 

School of Motoring 

Richard Farr – DVSA approved 
driving instructor. 

Motor Schools Association   
member. 

Tel 01981 240078 

 

I provide professional tuition combined with 
patience and encouragement, which is the 
proven way to achieve the high standard 

required to pass your test. 

 I can also provide assistance with  theory,   
motorway experience and Pass Plus training. 
(This scheme  enables new drivers to obtain 

cheaper insurance.) 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICES 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES ARE HELD  AT BELMONT, 

HEREFORD, ABERGAVENNY AND MONMOUTH RC CHURCHES. 

Contact: Parish Priest: 01432 277319 

 

 

GROSMONT AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 

We have members from a wide area but visitors and new members are always welcome. 

Contact Marion on 01981 241161 or Jan 01600 750295 for further   information or email 

grosmontgardenclub@yahoo.com Find us on Grosmont  Village website (Village Groups) 

and we are also on Facebook.  

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Ros Watkins 

The funeral of Ros Watkins was held at St Marys Church Llanfair on 4th 

October. Deepest condolences to family and friends. 

Got an announcement to make, special anniversary etc in December? We will try 

to find room for family notices etc. Please email your  announcement to 

gilliy@fresto.net by November 10th for inclusion in the final magazine. 
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Hypnotherapybygill 

 

DO YOU WANT TO  

Stop Smoking – Gain 

Confidence 

Release any anxiety or stress 

Manage your weight Tackle a 

phobia or just relax 

If you answered YES to any of 

these and you REALY want to 

manage your own life then ring 

Gill on 01981 580732 or 

07912853269  

Check out my website 

www.hypnotherapybygill.co.uk or 

email 

 hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com 

BRING SOME PEACE BACK 
INTO YOUR LIFE 

 

 

Monmouth Montessori School 
Creative Learning for 2 – 11yrs 

 
Children taught as individuals, at their own pace, leading to high results; scholarships often 

achieved. 

 

Small friendly classes in a beautiful setting close to Skenfrith. 

Www.monmouthmontessorischool.co.uk 

 langattock- ibon-Avel    25 5   
01600 772213 

 rincipal  rs  osemary  haley   c  ons   CE  Cantab  

 

 

 

Tom Finn         

Photography   

Freelance Photographer 

Commercial, weddings, 

parties, portraiture, pets 

and animals. 

Fully insured, profes-

sional service at competi-

tive prices. 

Contact– facebook Tom 

Finn Photography 

Or call 01873 890468 

 11 

 

 
 

 

Ty Gwyn Cider extend a warm welcome to all visitors at 
their farm cider shop near Pontrilas.  We  o er free 
tastings, and also do teas, co ees, gi s,    
t-shirts and a range of delicious local produce. 
Our ciders have won prestigious awards and are all 
made with 100   uice.  It s the real deal for cider lovers! 
Simply take the turning from the main A465 
Abergavenny to Hereford road signposted Rowlestone 
and you ll  nd us at the top of the hill. 
Ty Gwyn Cider, Pen-Y-Lan Farm, Pontrilas HR2 0DL.    
Tel: 01981 241 181 email: alex@tygwyncider.co.uk web: 
www.tygwyncider.co.uk 

  

 

 

mailto:hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com
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Learn to use a computer 

One to one tuition in your own 

home. 

Word Processing Internet and 

much  more, including  

Trouble Shooting. 

Call Judy Vaughan on  

01981 240 085 

Or Mobile 07815 630 562 

 

GROSMONT POST OFFICE AND 

STORES 

 

Telephone  

01981 240 301 

For all your needs 

 

Groceries          

Fruit and vegetables 

 

Confectionery      

Free range eggs 

Wide range of newspapers and 

magazines 

 

GROSMONT TOWN HALL 

HIRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To book your event contact: 

Clare Preece 

07940391150/01432276459 

grosmontcouncil@hotmail.com 

 

Clerk of the Council 

 

TONY PHILLIPS 

Your Local Engineer 

For all Oil Fired Boiler Systems 

Heating Systems and Oil Tanks 

Serviced, Commissioned 

Replaced and Installed 

OFTEC REGISTERED 

 

Tel: 01600 750 623 or  

07971 550859 
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TED WILLIAMS AND SONS. 

ESTABLISHED 1883 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

AN INDEPENDENT FIRM PROVIDING A PERSONAL SERVICE DAY AND 

NIGHT. 

TO ABERGAVENNY AND SURROUNDING RURAL AREAS. 

PRE-PAID PLANS AVAILABLE 

• DEDICATED CHAPEL AND REST ROOMS 

•  LARGE CAR PARK 

PARK ROAD FUNERAL HOME, 

ABERGAVENNY. 

Tel: 01873 853942 / 854358 

ROSS VINCENT 

your local painter & decorator

 

 

 

Over 20 years experience. 

Offers a very high standard of  workmanship. 

Works with no fuss or mess.  Makes walls, doors 

and windows look like new. Prompt and consci-

entious. Testimonials available  numerous 

satisfied clients. 

To arrange a quote call: 

01981 240 726 

07956 518 995 
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Discover the natural beauty 

of your voice 

 

Improve your range and  

develop confidence 

 

Improve muscle tone and  

circulation 

 

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM 

 

For special introductory 

rates for individual and 

group vocal  

Please contact Virginia on 

07872 612856 or email  

ginnieblakely@gmail.com 

 

 

 

CARPENTER AVAILABLE 

For cupboards, doors, hard wood  

flooring, garden structures,  

ALSO wall and floor tiling 

Contact: Paul Ackerman  

01989 770098  

paulackerman@phonecoop.coop   Website: 

ackermancarpentry.co.uk 
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Hypnotherapybygill 

DO YOU WANT TO Stop Smoking – Gain Confidence 

Release any anxiety or stress Manage your weight Tackle a phobia 

or just relax 

If you answered YES to any of these and you REALY want to manage 

your own life then ring Gill on 01981 580732 or 07912853269  

Check out my website www.hypnotherapybygill.co.uk or email 

 hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com 

 

BRING SOME PEACE BACK INTO YOUR LIFE 

 

CHANGES TO PUBLISHED  EVENTS AND SERVICES MAY BE INEVITABLE IN THE CIRCUM-
STANCES. 

Changes will be published on the Grosmont village website and parishioners will be emailed 
where we are able. Thank you for your understanding. 

Everyone is using their best endeavours to keep you informed.   

mailto:paulackerman@phonecoop.coop
mailto:hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com
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HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS 

 

If someone you know is in hospital the 

chaplains can complement the 

pastoral and sacramental care the 

local church is proving. There are 

hospital chaplains on duty every 

weekday and also on Sunday 

mornings. 

Contacts:    

The Royal Gwent Hospital Newport  

Tel: 01633 234 263 

Email: alan.tyler@wales.nhs.uk 

Nevill Hall, Abergavenny Tel: 01873 

732112 

Email: 

michael.marsden@wales.nhs.uk 

 

Discover the natural 

beauty of your voice 

 

Improve your range and  

develop confidence 

 

Improve muscle tone and  

circulation 

 

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM 

 

For special introductory 

rates for individual and 

group vocal  

Please contact Virginia on 

07872 612856 or email  

ginnieblakely@gmail.com 
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EASY SUDOKU MEDIUM SUDOKU 

MAZE 
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The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 
 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
You really should not worry about having reversed your car into the bishop’s gatepost, 
knocking it over and destroying his rose-beds. It gives him an opportunity to exercise 
Christian forgiveness. Your real mistake was scribbling a note of apology and pushing it 
through his letterbox. Far better would have been to have sent an anonymous letter (and 
to have written it on lined notepaper in capital letters, preferably in green ink, to make it 
look truly authentic) saying that you had seen the archdeacon do it, and then you had 
watched him drive off without stopping. That would have taken the minds of the senior 
clergy away from parish matters for quite some time. 
 
No, never worry about the wrath of bishops; dangers lurk much nearer home. For a start, 
never incur the displeasure of your flower arrangers. I only crossed their path once – and 
arrived in church the following Sunday, to see a ten-foot-high floral arrangement at the 
front of church. I assumed it was by way of making amends, until I discovered it had been 
placed in front of the pulpit. I was obliged to preach, hidden behind a large multicoloured 
hedge, while the congregation listened to what were apparently talking chrysanthe-
mums.  
 
A colleague offended his own ladies and arrived to find that the contents of the safe had 
been removed and replaced with all those exotic pieces of equipment that seem to be 
indispensable for arranging flowers. He was obliged to administer Communion using a 
small vase until peace was re-established and his chalice returned to him. 
 
Similarly, organists are a delicate breed. Congratulate him on the anthem, and if it hap-
pened to be unaccompanied, he would assume you were implying that the services were 
better without his playing. Offend your organist and you can be guaranteed that hymns 
will be played at either half or double speed, stopping one verse short and that the final 
piece of music as you process out will stop, leaving you and the choir stranded halfway 
down the aisle. 
 
And finally, never, ever upset your verger. One forgotten Christmas present and you can 
be sure you will get half-way through a baptism to find he hasn’t put water in the font; at 
marriage services, the sheets for last week’s funeral will have been accidentally put out 
and when you sit in your stall you will discover where he now stores the mop and buck-
et. 
 
No, bishops are warm, fluffy bunnies; real dangers lurk much nearer  
home. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
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The Motte House. Howton Farm. 

Pontrilas. HR2 OGB 

                              07976 298578 

info@frameworks.pictures 

www.frameworks.pictures 
 

FRAMEWORKS 
 

Custom framing and large 

photo printing! 
 

NB NEW NUMBER FOR FRAMEWORKS 01981 240486 

REVISED POST CODE HR2 0BG 

 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS 

If you would like to help with a community Christmas 

craft project please register your interest by emailing  

rev Gaynor burrett  

revgaynorphb@gmail.com 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

We are pleased to announce that on 23rd October the Baptism of 

Miss Eleri Grace Turner took place at St Bridgets Church Skenfrith. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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andrew@harter.co.uk 
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DO YOU NEED SUPPORT?  

Anxiety? Low mood? Can’t 

sleep? Over thinking?  

Post traumatic stress symptoms? 

If you are experiencing any of 

these, I can help and support 

you. 

I offer help and therapy in a 

location near you as a Registered 

Mental Health Nurse, with 17 

years NHS experience.  I am fully 

insured and abide by the strict 

code of professional conduct of 

the NMC.  Please contact me, 

Michelle, on 07980767445. 

 

 

 

ARE YOU STRUGGLING TO COPE MENTALLY?  

Are you unable to speak with anyone about your feelings? Do you feel overwhelmed 

with difficulties? 

SAMARITANS CAN HELP. They will not  udge or criticize, they are trained to really listen 

and to help you. 

Don’t hesitate or su er in silence. YOU ARE NOT ALONE. 

Call Samaritans in con dence now on 116123. It is free from any ‘phone. 

THANK YOU 

Sincere thanks to everyone who has helped to produce and distribute this maga-

zine over the years. Your contribution is very much appreciated. 
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R.J & R.B Mailes Family Butchers Est: 1892  

Of Ewyas Harold & The Golden Valley HR2 0EX  

Located Centrally, Opposite The Post Office 

01981 240 234 

Monday-Friday 8am – 5.30pm Saturday 8am – 1pm 

Meat sourced as locally as possible –  

* Beef- Including fattening our own cattle,  

   Eynon’s of Wormbridge, Sparey’s of Garway.  

* Lamb – R. Whistance of Garway. Ensors of     

Forest of Dean. 

* Pork – Woodland Pigs of Gloucestershire.  

Producing sausages, burgers & pies on the 

premises. Stocking a wide range of bread, 

cheeses, fish, sauces & condiments. Nescafe & 

Go available. Proud stockists of local organic 

potatoes & Herefordshire honey. If what you’re 

after isn’ t on display, no matter how unusual 

please ask – the alligator is in the freezer by 

the front door & the cooked pickled tongue is 

at your far right of the chiller cabinet!  

Telephone orders welcome & no minimum order 

required. We accept credit/debit cards & 

truffle cards (sign up to Truffle Herefordshire 

to receive our treat!) 

'MONMOUTHSHIRE REGISTRATION DISTRICT'  

Registration of Births and Deaths and Marriages 

Appointments must be made. The Register Office, The Old Parlour, 

Rhadyr Usk NP15 1GA   Open: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm  

Telephone  01873 735435 Fax 01873 735429.   

 

We welcome letters 

from our readers on any  

subject.  

In the case of letters that 

are critical of any        

person, business or    

organisation, a copy may 

be sent to the body   

concerned so that they 

are given the               

simultaneous right to 

reply. 

Anonymity of               

contributors can only be 

accepted in exceptional 

circumstances and at the 

discretion of the editor. 

Publication cannot be 

guaranteed and  is     

subject to space being   

available. 

~~~~~~~ 
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Emma Morgan 
Physiotherapy 
 Reach your  
potential  

 Home Visits  Falls   Mobility 
 Rehab   Long Term Conditions   

Assessment 

 Acute injuries   Post Operation   Exercises 
  Massage   Acupuncture  Advice 

Please ring to discuss your needs. 

Home visits available  
www.emmamorganphysio.co.uk 01873 

821284 
07989407646 

 O ELLS  no  at  

 OR  RID E 

Sales, spares and repairs.  Solve 

your  arden cuttin  pro lems. 

Strimmers, chainsa s, hed ecutters, 

mo ers, po er pruners, disc cut 

ters. 

 ide ran e of hand tools, pruners, 

sa s, axes, hooks, consuma les, 

 inches, 

 ire ropes, chains, ratchet straps, 

protective and  inter clothin , 

 oots, oils etc. 

St h    us varna   re on   onda  

Sandv c   S    Re so   and Morr s o  s  

 

Tel: 0 9   240403  and  http://

   .po ellsf .f9.co.uk 

  

 

 Boiler  
OFTEC registered company 

102965  
Domestic Oil appliance 
servicing and repairs  

Personal, Professional, 
Reliable.  

Aga s, Rayburns and Oil boilers.  
Robin Smythe  

OFTEC registered technician 
37895  

07496 066426  
01600 780371  

Robinjsmy@gmail.com  
www.boilermonmouth.co.uk  

 27 



 26 

 

GROSMONT AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 

Letter from the Chair  

Hello members and friends, Our next meeting will be be on Tuesday 2nd November at 
7.30 pm in Grosmont Town Hall. I know you all have such busy lives, but please make 
every effort to the attend as it is our AGM. This will be followed by our speaker, Char-
lotte, demonstrating a Wild Wreath. She is from local Florist Hilary's and has won 2 x RHS 
gold awards - so should be good.  

You might be lucky enough to win the arrangement produced in the raffle. New member-
ship cards will be issued on the night and I have persuaded Morris's of Usk, which is a 
great garden centre, to join the list of those giving Club members a discount. (This means 
that if you buy a few plants you have more than covered your membership costs.)  

The following meeting in December will be our Christmas social, which will be held at The 
Old Pandy Inn, Pandy. We are taking reservations, food choices and payment at the No-
vember meeting. It is going to be a great night so you don't want to miss it!  

Christine  
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We are pleased to an-

nounce that St Bridgets 

Church Skenfrith is now 

fully open between the 

hours of 9am and 4pm 

daily. 

Come and reacquaint 

yourself with the beauty 

and peace of this unique 

church. 
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Heaven 
An elderly couple died and were received by St Peter through the Pearly Gates into 
heaven. They found it a wonderful place. The husband said to his wife: “If you had-
n’t fed us such healthy food all our marriage, we could have reached here years 
ago.” 
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@ AR AY 
 

We're back, not with a bang or even a whimper. No,but we have 
got an nice melodic evening with the beautiful sounds of “The 
Meadows Band.” Three sisters and a brother who perform a selec-
tion of Celtic songs and dances on a collection of acoustic instru-
ments which blend with their wonderfully angelic voices. They de-
scribe their music as Celtic Crossover as it containes many tradi-
tional and original works which weave between foot stomping reels 
to rich vocal harmonies that take their audiences on a spellbinding 
journey. They have twice played at Glasgow's Celtic Connections, 
the International Music Eisteddfod at Llangollen, the Fishguard 
Folk Festival, How the Light Gets In and many other festivals and 
events as well as regular airplay on national and international radio 
and TV networks. The band has been showcased by FATEA Maga-
zine as one of the best emerging U.K. Folk bands. They have just 
released a new C.D. Called “Dreamless Days” to much critical ac-
claim and they will have this on sale on the night. 
 
Be sure to see this wonderful family band as they ascend through 
the ranks of British folk music. 
 It all starts at 8 o'clock on Saturday 13th November with the doors 
open at 7.30, with a full bar. Admission is being held at the pre-
covid price of £10 
 
Then on December 11th we step it up with “The Quarry Katz” from 
Oxford bringing us an evening of authentic Rock 'n Roll so don't 
forget your dancing shoes. 
 
 Hopefully things will not be that different in these strange times, as 
we @GARWAY look forward to seeing old and new friends as we 
set off on another collection of different music genres. 
 
Graham Bevan 
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CROSS ASH VILLAGE HALL 

 

Annual General  

Meeting 

 

to be held on  

Wednesday  

10th November 2021 

 at 7.30pm 

 

 

All Welcome 

EIRA/SNOW 

A Candlelit evening of atmospheric music 
drawing on Scandinavian,  

Celtic and Middle Eastern influences   

The Nave, St Nicholas Church, Grosmont 

Saturday 4 December at 7.30 p.m. 

“there’s a sense of being taken on a 
musical ‘world tour’ at every Eira/

Snow gig……. 

tunes with infectious melodies and 
strong grooves and an essential sim-

plicity” 
 Ian Mann - thejazzmann.com 

Tickets £10.00 

For further information and tickets please 
contact 01600 712613 

Tickets also available on the door 

A donation from the proceeds will be 
made to St Nicholas Church 

Raffle~Bar                

                                                                                         

No Flicks in the Sticks this 
month.  But we’ll be back on 
Tuesday December 14

th
 with an-

other great movie and wonderful 
cakes, coffee and delicious wines 
served from 7.00pm.   See you 
for our pre-Christmas community 
cinema.  
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TONY WEBB SERVICES 

SKENFRITH 01600 750224 

1.5,  3 and 5 ton Excavators with Driver 

Specialising in groundwork for 

*Extensions 

*Drainage 

*Landscaping 

*Horse Arenas etc 

     *Dumper  available 

   *Public Liability Insurance 

   *Precision measurement with laser level 

 

 

ACCOMMODATION 

The Old Rectory, in the unspoilt 

rural village of  

LLANGATTOCK-LINGOED 

B&B and Self catering available. 

SPECIAL OFFER for 3 nights B&B 

from December to March on Availability. 

e-mail  theoldrectory@live.co.uk 

Tel 01873 821326 

 

 

 

The Garden 

And Estate  

Machinery 

Specialists 

 

 

MONNOW MOWERS 

& MACHINERY LTD 

Wonastow Road Industrial    Es-

tate West Monmouth    • Mon-

mouthshire • NP5 3JA 

Telephone   01600 715520 

Facsimile 01600 715530 

 

Sales, hire, service 
Hedge & brush 
cutters 
Cultivators & 
chainsaws 
Ride on mowers 
Ready to use ma-
chinery 
Display show-
rooms 
Special Offer  
Every Week 

https://www.thejazzmann.com/reviews/review/coltrane-dedication-yn-yr-amgueueddfa-at-the-museum
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God in the Arts 
Editor:  The  evd  ichael  urgess continues his series on  od in the Arts with El  reco’s 
‘The  aviour’.   ‘All you who pass this way, look and see’ 
 
The philosopher Wittgenstein gave the following advice to people visiting an art gallery 
or exhibition: never try to rush through all the paintings on show, but instead choose just 
one painting. Sit in front of it for twenty minutes. Then get up and leave the art gallery. It 
is difficult advice to take to heart because we feel we want to get our money’s worth 
from an exhibition, especially if we have paid an entrance charge. Once in the gallery we 
then feel so overawed by the number of paintings on show and the pressure of the crowd 
that we go quickly from one canvas to the next. 
 
The rushing around at a gallery is part and parcel of the way we meet each day. We rush 
out of habit, and we rush because everyone else is rushing. Our world seems set in the 
fast lane. Carl Honore  in his book ‘In Praise of Slow’ tells how, as a busy journalist, he 
experienced a flashback to a time in his youth when life was unhurried. He reflects, with 
regret, that it was a better life then. 
 
If we do want to take Wittgenstein’s advice seriously and find ourselves in the National 
Gallery in Edinburgh, we could do no better than choose to sit in front of this month’s 
painting: El Greco’s ‘The Saviour.’ El Greco was born in 1541 in Crete. From Greece he 
travelled to Venice and Rome and finally to Toledo in Spain where he died in 1614. 
 
His art is a fusion of eastern and western traditions, given extra fervour by the Counter-
Reformation and resulting in a unique style of painting. His canvases are peopled by 
elongated figures who seem always to be straining upwards, just as the Counter-
Reformation was exhorting the faithful to set their sights on heaven as they made their 
journey through life. 
 
In his early years in Crete El Greco trained as an icon painter, and that is much in evi-
dence in ‘The Saviour.’ It shows a half-length figure of Christ – he was to paint a fuller 
figure later. This Christ like an icon is looking out at us, with his right hand raised to 
bless us and this world, while the left hand holds that same world in His care. We can see 
in the eyes an inner strength, but also the poignant sadness of longing for this is a Sav-
iour who has come through suffering and death to bring us new life. 
 
As we look and see, we find here in El Greco’s work a Christ-calmed steadiness amid the 
spinning world of rush and busyness. The nearer we draw to this Jesus, the slower we 
will find ourselves spinning. The duties and responsibilities that demand so much from 
us take their place in the wider perspective of the Saviour’s grace and love. Then we can 
begin to experience that peace which the world cannot offer, but which Christ can bring. 
 
The first step in that process is to stop and look. The Cure  d’Ars, a parish priest in France 
in the early 19th century, told how he noticed an old man sitting at the back of his church 
every day. He didn’t seem to be doing anything, just sitting there in the same place at the 
same time, looking towards the Blessed Sacrament on the High Altar. Eventually the 
young priest became suspicious. He asked the man what he was doing. ‘I’m praying,’ 
came the reply.’ Yes, but what exactly is it you do?’ enquired the priest. ‘Well, I look at 
Him and He looks at me.’ 
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El Greco ‘The Saviour’ 

Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons 


