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DO YOU NEED A CRANE?
THEN LOOK NO FURTHER THAN

RDS CRANE HIRE
Over 36yrs experience in ALL aspects of
crane hire and machinery movement.
Local company, full & half day rates.
Contact: Russell Davies 07977430654
Email: info@rdscranehire.co.uk

St. Cadoc
Llangattock
Lingoed

Calls taken 24/7

The Parish Magazine for the
Grosmont Group of Parishes

St. Bridget

Skenfrith

St.Mary
Llanfair

St. Nicholas
Grosmont
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GERALD BENJAMIN
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
All electrical work undertaken

DOMESTIC, INDUSTRIAL, AGRICULTURAL

OR COMMERCIAL
TESTING AND INSPECTING
CONTACT ME FOR A QUOTE ON
TELEPHONE 01981 580 129
FAX

01981 580 129

MOBILE

07971 862 873

Email: geraldbenj@outlook.com

St
Nicholas
Grosmont
Julian Tooley

Independent
Funeral
Director and
Monumental Mason
24hr personal service
01981 541 307

07794 569 284

Telephone
01873 855 120

i

Church

s a fine medieval building
but, much more than that, it
is also the people of the community who live and work in
our beautiful parish. The church
stands as a powerful reminder of
what community life meant to
the people of past centuries; today it remains a symbol for
shared experience and the spirit
of community. For baptisms,
weddings, funerals and other occasional services please contact
the Ministry Team.
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Green T: Massage therapy

BUSINESSES

Tanya Ong
offers Swedish Massage, Hot Stone
Therapy and Indian Head Massage in
30/60 minute sessions. Relax in the
private therapy room situated in the heart
of Part-Y-Seal. Massage is ideal for
stress relief and relieving muscle tension.
Pure relaxation is the order of the day so
take advantage of the peaceful
surroundings and
book a massage now
either for yourself or
as a unique gift for
someone special! gift
vouchers available.
Part-YSeal, Grosmont,
Abergavenny, NP7 8LE
Tel: 01981 240814
www.partyseal.co.uk

FINANCE FOR

3

A message for February
from Rev Gaynor Burrett

Funding arranged for:•

machinery,

•

vehicles

•

premises

•

land

•

alternative energy projects

working capital
For a local, personal service please contact:
Steve Morgan

Mobile:

07342 651040

E-mail:
steve@rural-finance.co.uk

KEITH HOCKEY

PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES
MOBILE 07960 442 755
HOG’S HEAD, TREADAM
LLANTILIO CROSSENNY,
ABREGAVENNY, NP7 8TA
OFTEC REGISTERED
NVQ ACCREDITED
OIL INSTALLATIONS

Happy February! I must say that lock down is playing tricks with me.
I find it hard to know what day it is as each seems to morph into the
next, and yet time seems to be passing by so quickly. So, February
has arrived, the month where we are encouraged to think about love.
St Valentine, the patron saint of lovers, epileptics, and beekeepers, is
particularly remembered on 14th of the month where couples often
demonstrate their love by the sharing of a token, card or symbol. According to the Encyclopaedia Britannica St. Valentine was a Roman
priest and physician who suffered martyrdom during the persecution
of Christians by the emperor Claudius II Gothicus in about 270.
Love can be experienced in many ways and is seemingly never
straightforward! Different websites will tell us there is anything from
four to eight different types of love. Philia - Affectionate Love. Love
without romantic attraction that occurs between friends or family
members. Pragma - Enduring Love. Storge - Familiar Love. Eros Romantic Love. Ludus - Playful Love. Mania - Obsessive Love. Philautia -Self Love. Agape - Selfless Love. Add to this the five different
languages of love and I think that we can all recognise that love can
be very complex. However, I think that most will agree that although
love can be complicated and sometimes painful, it is, in some form,
necessary for all human beings if we are to thrive and be happy. So,
for your entertainment I have shared some of my thoughts and observations about love, and included some song titles within the writing.
You might like to see how many you can find. I think there should be
24. I do not pretend in any way to be an authority on love, so you
may find you agree or disagree with my thoughts, which is fine. Everyone’s experience is different, even unique. So in the midst of lockdown this month I hope we can all share the second commandment
found in both the old and new testaments of the Bible “You shall love
your neighbour as yourself.” It is those little acts of Agape, selfless
love that make the world go around.
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Love is all around us, and if we open our eyes we can see different kinds
and reminders of love everywhere. We might see a couple together in their
own world, oblivious of everything happening around them. A family sharing an activity, a mother cradling her baby. Or we may watch an artist lovingly creating a beautiful piece of art, we might watch someone carefully
cleaning and polishing their car. Wherever we look in nature we see reminders of love in the shape of leaves or seeds, maybe a cloud shaped as a
heart moving across the sky.
I want to know what love is is probably a regularly asked question. A question that might have so many different answers because in many ways love
is unique to the lover and the loved. Love has so many faces, so many expressions and reveals itself in many ways. We all have our own understanding and experience of love, but when a loving connection is made between
people, then love can be understood even if not defined. Some would suggest
that love is the driving force for everything. That all you need is love to be
happy and contented. This May or may not be so, but if love is the starting
point for every conversation or transaction then all things have a very
sound basis on which to build on.
Love can be shallow and self seeking, an inappropriate love to share with
another. This can prompt the question to be asked, how deep is your love?
How strong is your commitment? Expressing our love to each other sometimes has its challenges. Many a person has been heard to cry ‘how can I
make you feel my love?’ But the more we get to know our loved one the
more likely we will be able to find those special and individual ways to
make our love understood.
Love can be a very painful emotion, especially if it is misplaced or not reciprocated. Love usually involves risk, and where there is risk there is always the possibility that love hurts. When love

seemingly comes to an end because of a physical parting the residual emotion can be painful and yet also cherished. Many people live in isolation,
they are lonely and they long for somebody to love. They may be bereaved
and find themselves asking where is the love, where is all that I held dear?
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PARISH CONTACTS
Priest in charge: Revd. Gaynor Burrett
The Rectory, Grosmont, Abergavenny NP7 8EP
Tel: 01981 240361 Email: revgaynorphb@gmail.com
Associate priests: Revd. Andrew Harter 01981 241488
Revd. Lorraine Cavanagh
Ministry Team: Sandy Ireson (Reader)

Curate: Rev Mary K Moore revmarykmoore50emar@gmail.com
Eucharistic Assistants: Louise Minford, Pat Noakes,
John Pullen, Russell James
Safeguarding Officer: Revd. Gaynor Burrett
Grosmont Parish: Wardens: Russell James 01981 240436
Mark Potter 01981 240350
Treasurer Louise Minford PCC Sec: Andrew Harter
Nave bookings: Andrew Harter 01981 241488
Organist: Richard Brierly 01981 240301
Llanfair Cilgoed Parish Wardens: Margaret Martin 01873 821210
Sally Tyler 01873 821742 PCC Sec: Joyce Burberry
Treasurer David Manns
Llangattock Lingoed Parish: Wardens: Ben Prosser 07399 654110
Caroline Pearce 01873 821240
Treasurer and organist: Caroline Pearce PCC Sec: Eric Evans
Skenfrith Parish: Wardens: Delia Nash, and a vacancy exists for a
warden at Skenfrith. Treasurer: Peter Buchanen 07973 831309 PCC
Sec: Jeffsmith3@btinternet.com Organist: Nelson Whaley 07866
267144
Skenfrith Hall Bookings: Annie Peacock 01600 750434
CHURCH LINK MAGAZINE
Editor: Gilliy Burgess Email: gilliy@fresto.net
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One of the expressions of love can be physical. When this physical expression is enjoyed without any emotional connection it is often asked, what ’s love got to do with
it? Does love have to have anything to do with sexual expression? Understanding the
difference between love and lust can often be challenging, but in my experience one
way to define the difference is that love is usually selfless and lust is usually selfish!
There may be times when love creeps up on us in an inappropriate way. That we love
where no permission has been given. It may be in these circumstances the best option is that you’ve got to hide your love away and not use it as a temptation to another person. We may not choose who we love, but I guess we can choose what we are
going to do about it! I can’t help loving you may be a true statement, but true love
sometimes has to be sacrificial, and it may require us to let go of the thing we love
for the greater good.
Undying and endless love is a great aspiration. I will always love you is an easy declaration to make but not an easy act to fulfil, because so often our own selfishness
stands in the way.
Everlasting love is something to be aspired to and cherished. Those that achieve this
are truly fortunate. However, there is a love that is an unconditional love, an eternal
love. Creator God, our Father offers all people a love without end, amen. All that is
asked in return is faith in him the size of a tiny mustard seed. That sounds like a pretty good deal to me. A world without love would be an impossible and unhappy world
to live in. It would be colourless and grey. Christians believe that the world was
created out of love for the fulfilment of love. Some would say too much love will kill
you, and that is exactly what happened. Many are probably very familiar with the
well- known Bible verse from the Gospel of St John (chapter 3 verse 16) “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.” Jesus, loved the world to the extent that he was
prepared to die a horrible death so that humans could once again recognise and
embrace the love that God has for his creation. A love perfected because it didn’t
end with death but with life, resurrection for Jesus three days later, eternal life
promised to all believers. Surely there is no greater love than someone being prepared to die for the well-being of another! Christians believe that the love that God
has for all his creation is no ordinary love. It is love in the extreme, and love that
pushes human understanding to its limits.
The power of love is a very real and tangible phenomenon, but it is a power than can
drive both good and evil. Love, or the rejection of love, has pushed people to do the
most horrible of things, but at its finest and best it can bring harmony and well- being, and can even change the world! Peace, love and understanding are ambitions
that we can all aspire to, and are ideals, which if strived for, will provide for us all
happy and fulfilling relationships. Surely love changes everything!

6

Editor’s corner,
February is here and though we are all still in
‘lock-down’ there is good news at last in that
the first tranch of vaccinations have begun
to help alleviate the pandemic. I for one, will be
taking the opportunity when I’m offered a
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YOUR CHURCH LINK 2020
We appreciate contributions from our readers. Articles, photographs, announcements
and advertisements are always welcome. We will always do our best to find room for
your items but space is limited. Parents’ specific permission to reproduce any photograph depicting a child or young person MUST accompany the photograph. This
complies with the Church in Wales safeguarding policy .
Guidance for Contributors
The following guidance is intended to help you provide copy to the magazine in a
format which can be edited and adapted to facilitate editing and printing

vaccination. See page 23 for some useful info.

. We are able to accept electronic, handwritten or typed copy.

Because we have all been in ‘lockdown’ it’ can

Please send electronic copy by email to: gilliy @ fresto.net

seem that our villages are in stasis but there has been news on progress made with the ‘Grosmont Futures’ project. You can read about
this on pages 26 and 27.
Do respond to the contact details given at the end of the announcement if you would like to contribute to the plans for the Grosmont
Town Hall in terms of ideas or volunteering your skills, or if you
would like more information about the project.

Our Town Hall, in company with St Nicholas church and the Angel Inn, has always been the hub of village life in Grosmont. Plans
to improve the fabric of the building and it’s facilities and to make
access easier for everyone will certainly be of benefit to us all and
hopefully ensure that the historic Town Hall survives to be a hub for
village life for generations to come.
I’m looking forward to some quiz night’s, shared meals and jolly
good knees-ups!
Gilliy x

Copy should be submitted by 9th of each month for inclusion in the following month’s
edition. Please note that as work begins on 11th of the month on the next edition, it
is advisable to submit your content as soon as you can. Last minute copy cannot
be guaranteed space.
Please submit in MS Word (ie doc) format as an attachment to your email. The email
should include any additional notes that you think are important. Please do not use
frames or underlining.
PDFs Please bear in mind that pdf format articles will be shrunk to fit the available
space and that as we will be unable to edit them, text may be very small.
Photographs We are pleased to accept digital images to go with articles. JPEG
format is recommended. Please remember that they may be printed in black and
white and so clear images with a light background are best. You, or the organisation
that you represent must own the image (ie hold copyright) that you are submitting.
Disclaimer: The advertisements in this magazine are paid for and as such are not being recommended by being in it. Please check as you would any supplier.
Advertisers will be invoiced for £140 for 12 months full page, £70 for half, £35 for a quar-

The price of subscription remains unchanged at £10 per year for A4 and £8 for the new A5
edition. Prompt payment would be appreciated in order to keep costs down.
Please remember that we rely on kind volunteers to deliver our magazine to those who
are unable to collect it themselves. Magazines may be available for collection from the
usual outlets in advance of personal delivery. Thank you to all our volunteers, we appreciate your help very much, and especially in these difficult times.
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WHAT A LOAD OF RUBBISH!

David Jones
ARCHERY IN THE NAVE
Friday evenings from 5.30pm

Your County
in St Nicholas Nave, Grosmont.
Councillor

Come and join Sandy Ireson for
Archery.
All ages are welcome
(Primary school age children
must be accompanied by an
adult).
Cost £3.00 per person per
session.

I am always happy to hear from
residents of Crucorney Ward about
any council issues that affect them.
Please contact me on
01873 821497 or 07561 475563
DavidWJones@monmouthshire.gov.uk

An ideal environment for you to use the unique
collection of documents. Around 10km of state
of the art storage so the Collection can be
preserved for future generations and we can go
on collecting - we are always keen to hear from
people with documents they think might be of
interest. Lecture and group facilities so people
can learn more about using the resources. A
modern archive conservation studio where you
can see the delicate work of repair and
conservation carried out.

GARWAY COMMUNITY CENTRE
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

The Grosmont Group of Churches are now offering 2 online services each week
Sunday morning ‘Family Service’ at 10.00am on Zoom
Tuesday morning ‘Morning Prayer’ at 9.30am on Zoom.

Reasonable Rates

For more information, help, support and to receive the connection links to these

New multifunctional Health/Therapy
Room available to hire by insured
Professional Complementary
Therapists:

please contact

marykmoore50emar@gmail.com

Rates from £5 to £7 per hour
Room equipped with:• Fully electric therapy couch
•

Monday to Friday 9:30 - 5:00 pm

• chairs - couch roll

2nd Saturday each month: 10.00am - 4.00pm.

For details and to book Community Centre
contact Hilary or Austen Keenan

Telephone Enquiries: 01495 353363 Email:
enquiries@gwentarchives.gov.uk

PLEASE READ THE NOTES ON YOUR RECYCLING BAGS and do not put anything
into them that does not belong there. Polystyrene cannot be recycled, crisp packets to not count as ‘foil’ and if you put the incorrect items in a bag, it may result in
the entire bag contents (and on occasion entire truck contents) not being recycled
at all once it reaches the waste management facility.

Sports, Concerts, Meetings, Music, Fund Raising
Events, Family Parties, Wedding Receptions

Opening Hours:

Visit Us: Gwent Archives, Steelworks Road Ebbw
Vale Blaenau Gwent NP23 6AA

ARE YOU PUTTING THE CORRECT THINGS IN YOUR RECYCLING BAGS? If not, it can
lead to your bags not being collected. This in turn means that the household nearest the bag marshalling point may end up having to deal with someone else’s uncollected waste being left outside their home. This is messy and inconvenient.
Please be a good neighbour.

CHURCH SERVICE VIA ZOOM

GWENT ARCHIVES
Gwent Archives opened at its new site in Ebbw
Vale in 2011. The magnificent new facilities
provide:
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Saddle stool consultation table

01600 750243
Check your booking www.garway.org.uk

Your donations to the food bank will be
especially appreciated during these difficult times.
Donations may be left in the church porch
at St Nicholas. The collection box is clearly
marked.
Please observe social distancing at all
times.
Thankyou.

8
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STEVE LUMPKIN
Specialises in Stonework, blockwork,
lime pointing, brickwork and
plastering
Can also undertake tiling, patios and
more ….

Mobile—078548 20984

RECOGNIZING A STROKE

Home—01873 853095

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke
are difficult to identify.
Unfortunately, the lack of
awareness spells disaster. The
stroke victim may suffer severe
brain damage when people nearby
fail to recognize the symptoms of a
stroke. Now doctors say a
bystander can recognize a stroke by
asking three simple questions:

Call for any enquiries

Restoration
General Building and
Genealogy
I can offer a wide range of
services in the building and
plumbing trades. Energy
efficiency in older buildings a
speciality.
All jobs considered.
I can also help with your family
tree research!
Charlie Kensington
07503 508092
01600 750679
ckensington@toucansurf.com

AR

AY CO
UNITY
CENTRE

Sports, Concerts,
eetin s,
usic,
Fund Raisin Events, Family
arties
eddin Receptions etc.

S Ask the individual to SMILE.
T Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A
SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently)

• New multifunctional Health/
Therapy Room available to
hire by insured
Professional Complementary
Therapists:
Rates from £5 to £7 per hour
Room equipped w ith:• Fully electric therapy co uch saddle stool consultatio n table chairs - couch ro ll

R Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.
If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of
these tasks, call emergency number
immediately and describe the symptoms
to the dispatcher.

KILPECK ART CLUB
Hilary or Austen
Keenan
0 600 750243
. ar ay.or .uk

Our spring Season began on February 24th 2020.
We meet on Mondays from 2pm–4pm in Kilpeck
Village Hall, HR2 9DW except for bank holidays.
Our members come from a wide area so it may be
possible to arrange lifts. Please contact Jenny
Davies (Secretary) at
jen64davies@gmail.com for details.

NOTE: Another 'sign' of a stroke is this:
Ask the person to 'stick' out their tongue.
If the tongue is 'crooked', if it goes to
one side or the other, that is also an
indication of a stroke.
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SKENFRITH PARISH
HALL

9
THE HAPPY PLACE

Well furnished fully licensed community hall available for hire
for private parties, meetings, trade shows, classes,
exhibitions, weddings, plays, etc.

* Well equipped kitchen
*Staging/ Stage lighting
* Committee Room
* Court Yard
* Disabled Access & Facilities
*Discount rate for Charities & Youth
Organisations

Please contact for latest opening/event
information following recent floods and
Covid.

MORE INFORMATION
Contact Ann 01600 750434

E-mail: robandann@live.co.uk

Hymns for seasoned citizens
The Old Rugged Face
Precious Lord, Take My Hand, And Help Me Up
It is Well With My Soul, But My Knees Hurt
Nobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeing
Amazing Grace, Considering My Age
Just a Slower Walk With Thee
Count Your Many Birthdays, Name Them One by One
Go Tell It On The Mountain, But Speak Up
Give Me That Old Timers’ Religion
Blessed Insurance
Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah, I’ve Forgotten Where I Parked

February
It’s the month for Valentines
and pancakes and looking
for the first flowers of
Spring. The mice are looking very happy!
Pancakes are fun to make
and eat, Don’t think this
cook is having much luck
with his pancakes though!
Try your pancakes with
cinnamon and apple, or
sugar and lemon or maybe
Golden Syrup.

10

Pass your driving
test with
GOLD STAR
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GROSMONT AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
We have members from a wide area but visitors and new members are always welcome.
Contact Marion on 01981 241161 or Jan 01600 750295 for further information or email
grosmontgardenclub@yahoo.com Find us on Grosmont Village website (Village Groups)

and we are also on Facebook.

School of Motoring
Richard Farr – DVSA approved
driving instructor.
Motor Schools Association
member.
Tel 01981

Fall down

240078

I provide professional tuition combined with
patience and encouragement, which is the
proven way to achieve the high standard
required to pass your test.

One way to find out if you’re old is to fall in front of a group of
people. If they laugh, you’re young. If they panic and start running toward you, you’re old.

I can also provide assistance with theory,
motorway experience and Pass Plus training.
(This scheme enables new drivers to obtain
cheaper insurance.)

THE MOLE TRAPPER
(Member of the Guild of British Mole
Catchers)
YOUR LOCAL, PROFESSIONAL, FAST AND
FRIENDLY TRADITIONAL MOLE CATCHER
PROVIDING A SERVICE WITH FIRST CLASS
RESULTS

Thirty years experience
Fully insured
No call out fee
I won't make a mountain out of a
molehill!
T:- 01981 241 294

ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICES
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES ARE HELD AT BELMONT,
HEREFORD, ABERGAVENNY AND MONMOUTH RC CHURCHES.
Contact: Parish Priest: 01432 277319
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Hypnotherapybygill

DO YOU WANT TO
Stop Smoking – Gain
Confidence
Release any anxiety or stress
Manage your weight Tackle a
phobia or just relax
If you answered YES to any of
these and you REALY want to
manage your own life then ring
Gill on 01981 580732 or
07912853269
Check out my website
www.hypnotherapybygill.co.uk or
email
hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com

Tom Finn
Photography
Freelance Photographer
Commercial, weddings,
parties, portraiture, pets
and animals.
Fully insured, professional service at competitive prices.
Contact– facebook Tom
Finn Photography
Or call 01873 890468

BRING SOME PEACE BACK
INTO YOUR LIFE

Monmouth Montessori School
Creative Learning for 2 – 11yrs
Children taught as individuals, at their own pace, leading to high results; scholarships often
achieved.
Small friendly classes in a beautiful setting close to Skenfrith.
Www.monmouthmontessorischool.co.uk
langattock- ibon-Avel 25 5
01600 772213
rincipal rs osemary haley c ons CE Cantab

Ty Gwyn Cider extend a warm welcome to all visitors at
their farm cider shop near Pontrilas. We o er free
tastings, and also do teas, co ees, gi s,
t-shirts and a range of delicious local produce.
Our ciders have won prestigious awards and are all
made with 100 uice. It s the real deal for cider lovers!
Simply take the turning from the main A465
Abergavenny to Hereford road signposted Rowlestone
and you ll nd us at the top of the hill.
Ty Gwyn Cider, Pen-Y-Lan Farm, Pontrilas HR2 0DL.
Tel: 01981 241 181 email: alex@tygwyncider.co.uk web:
www.tygwyncider.co.uk

12
GROSMONT POST OFFICE AND
STORES
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GROSMONT TOWN HALL
HIRE

ROSS VINCENT
your local painter & decorator

Telephone
01981 240 301
For all your needs
Over 20 years experience.

Groceries
Fruit and vegetables

Confectionery
Free range eggs
Wide range of newspapers and
magazines

To book your event contact:
Mrs Frances Lambert,
94 Wern Gifford, Pandy
NP7 BRU

One to one tuition in your own
home.
Word Processing Internet and
much more, including
Trouble Shooting.

Your Local Engineer

Or Mobile 07815 630 562

01981 240 726
07956 518 995

TED WILLIAMS AND SONS.

For all Oil Fired Boiler Systems

ESTABLISHED 1883

Heating Systems and Oil Tanks

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS.

Serviced, Commissioned

AN INDEPENDENT FIRM PROVIDING A PERSONAL SERVICE DAY AND
NIGHT.

Replaced and Installed

OFTEC REGISTERED

TO ABERGAVENNY AND SURROUNDING RURAL AREAS.
PRE-PAID PLANS AVAILABLE

Call Judy Vaughan on
01981 240 085

To arrange a quote call:

grosmontcouncil@hotmail.com

TONY PHILLIPS
Learn to use a computer

Offers a very high standard of workmanship.
Works with no fuss or mess. Makes walls, doors
and windows look like new. Prompt and conscientious. Testimonials available
numerous
satisfied clients.

• DEDICATED CHAPEL AND REST ROOMS

Tel: 01600 750 623 or
07971 550859

• LARGE CAR PARK
PARK ROAD FUNERAL HOME,
ABERGAVENNY.
Tel: 01873 853942 / 854358
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Discover the natural beauty
of your voice

Improve your range and
develop confidence

Improve muscle tone and

circulation

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM

For special introductory
rates for individual and
group vocal
Please contact Virginia on
07872 612856 or email

CHANGES TO PUBLISHED SERVICES MAY BE INEVITABLE IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES.
Changes will be published on the Grosmont village website and parishoners will be emailed
where we are able.

ginnieblakely@gmail.com

Everyone is using their best endeavours to keep you informed.
CARPENTER AVAILABLE
For cupboards, doors, hard wood
flooring, garden structures,

Hypnotherapybygill

ALSO wall and floor tiling

DO YOU WANT TO Stop Smoking – Gain Confidence

Contact: Paul Ackerman

Release any anxiety or stress Manage your weight Tackle a phobia
or just relax

01989 770098
paulackerman@phonecoop.coop Website:
ackermancarpentry.co.uk

If you answered YES to any of these and you REALY want to manage
your own life then ring Gill on 01981 580732 or 07912853269
Check out my website www.hypnotherapybygill.co.uk or email

hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com

BRING SOME PEACE BACK INTO YOUR LIFE

14
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EASY SUDOKU

MEDIUM SUDOKU

MAZE
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS
If someone you know is in hospital the
chaplains can complement the
pastoral and sacramental care the
local church is proving. There are
hospital chaplains on duty every
weekday and also on Sunday
mornings.

Llangattock Lingoed Sweepstake
Discover the natural
beauty of your voice

Improve your range and
develop confidence

Improve muscle tone and
circulation

Contacts:
The Royal Gwent Hospital Newport

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM

Tel: 01633 234 263
Email: alan.tyler@wales.nhs.uk
Nevill Hall, Abergavenny Tel: 01873
732112
Email:
michael.marsden@wales.nhs.uk

For special introductory
rates for individual and
group vocal
Please contact Virginia on
07872 612856 or email
ginnieblakely@gmail.com

Last month s winners were:
1st prize £21.00 167 Helen
Prosser
2nd prize £16.00 186 Dawn
Tranter
3rd Prize £12.00 147 Eric Evans
New members welcome.
To oin and have a chance to win
a prize every month complete a
form at Llangattock Post Office
and return to the Post Office
To nd out more email
ean.prandy@gmail.com
All proceeds to the church
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On how to deflect those staff appraisals
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren

So, your vicar has introduced staff appraisal for all the officers who work for
your church, including yourself. It seems a very dangerous innovation; as far as
I am concerned, ministry is only successful when parishioners have no idea
what the clergy get up to.
I imagine that he will look at the number of services you take in a year. Funerals can only be increased if you resort to murder, which is likely to be frowned
on – although I have been sorely tempted during endless church council meetings. Perhaps if you take a flask of water wherever you go and if you find a baby unattended, you could resort to a spontaneous baptism. That would get
your numbers up, even if returning mothers may marvel at the highly localised
and brief shower that seemed to have taken place over the pram.
Visiting targets are easily increased. Compile a list of when parishioners will be
out and call on those days; a card through their letterbox will prove to your
vicar that you were there. Should they happen to be in, mention that you are
collecting for the organ fund and they will immediately excuse themselves for
an important appointment. You are then free to move on to clock another visit.
Your vicar is also bound to want to see the congregation increasing. This is not
sustainable, and you should put a stop to such ambitions at once. It is easily
done. All you have to do is to approach your friends at the local football club
and bribe them with your homemade beer to come along to church several
Sunday mornings in a row. If you give them enough beer BEFORE the service,
they will be likely to make just enough muted disruption as to leave your vicar
a bit rattled, and thinking that perhaps after all, ‘less’ is ‘more’ when it comes
to the congregation.
But whatever you do, make sure that you never preach a better sermon than
he does. You don’t want anyone thanking you at the door for your ‘so interesting sermon’ in front of him, when they have been sleeping through his sermons
for years. If you offend the vicar this way, he will take swift revenge, and ask
you to organise the parish summer fete.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

FRAMEWORKS

Custom framing and large
photo printing!
The Motte House. Howton Farm.
Pontrilas. HR2 OGB
07976 298578
info@frameworks.pictures
www.frameworks.pictures
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andrew@harter.co.uk
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DO YOU NEED SUPPORT?
Anxiety? Low mood? Can’t sleep?
Over thinking?
Post traumatic stress symptoms?
If you are experiencing any of
these, I can help and support
you.
I offer help and therapy in a
location near you as a Registered
Mental Health Nurse, with 17
years NHS experience. I am fully
insured and abide by the strict
code of professional conduct of
the NMC. Please contact me,
Michelle, on 07980767445.
CROSS ASH LUNCH CLUB
Anyone is welcome to come and enjoy a lovely lunch at Red Castle
Tearoom . Here you will feel welcome in an instant.
The club meets on the last Friday of each month starting at noon.
Cross Ash Lunch Club was started some twenty years ago and has
been supported by various grants and gifts since then, unfortunately
we have not yet secured support for 2020 and need to cover the costs
ourselves. This is typically only £10 for a two course meal thanks to
the generosity of Red Castle.
Check your diary and come and join us!
Check the next date and book your place by phoning Mabel Martin
01873 821473 or Alan Llewellyn 01873 821429
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'MONMOUTHSHIRE REGISTRATION DISTRICT'
Registration of Births and Deaths and Marriages
Appointments must be made. The Register Office, The Old Parlour,

Rhadyr Usk NP15 1GA Open: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm
Telephone 01873 735435 Fax 01873 735429.

We welcome letters
from our readers on any
subject.
In the case of letters that
are critical of any
person, business or
organisation, a copy may
be sent to the body
concerned so that they
are given the
simultaneous right to
reply.
Anonymity of
contributors can only be
accepted in exceptional
circumstances and at the
discretion of the editor.
Publication cannot be
guaranteed and is
subject to space being
available.
~~~~~~~

More news, pictures and events on www.grosmont.wales

R.J & R.B Mailes Family Butchers Est: 1892
Of Ewyas Harold & The Golden Valley HR2 0EX
Located Centrally, Opposite The Post Office
01981 240 234
Monday-Friday 8am – 5.30pm Saturday 8am – 1pm

Meat sourced as locally as possible –
* Beef- Including fattening our own cattle,
Eynon’s of Wormbridge, Sparey’s of Garway.
* Lamb – R. Whistance of Garway. Ensors of
Forest of Dean.
* Pork – Woodland Pigs of Gloucestershire.
Producing sausages, burgers & pies on the
premises. Stocking a wide range of bread,
cheeses, fish, sauces & condiments. Nescafe &
Go available. Proud stockists of local organic
potatoes & Herefordshire honey. If what you’re
after isn’t on display, no matter how unusual
please ask – the alligator is in the freezer by
the front door & the cooked pickled tongue is
at your far right of the chiller cabinet!
Telephone orders welcome & no minimum order
required. We accept credit/debit cards &
truffle cards (sign up to Truffle Herefordshire
to receive our treat!)
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Emma Morgan
Physiotherapy
Reach your
potential
Home Visits Falls Mobility
Rehab Long Term Conditions
Assessment
Acute injuries Post Operation Exercises
Massage Acupuncture Advice

Please ring to discuss your needs.
Home visits available
www.emmamorganphysio.co.uk 01873
821284
07989407646

O ELLS no at
OR RID E
Sales, spares and repairs. Solve
your arden cuttin pro lems.
Strimmers, chainsa s, hed ecutters,
mo ers, po er pruners, disc cut
ters.
ide ran e of hand tools, pruners,
sa s, axes, hooks, consuma les,
inches,
ire ropes, chains, ratchet straps,
protective and inter clothin ,
oots, oils etc.
Stihl, Huskvarna, Oregon, Honda,
Sandvick, SIP, epsol, and Morris oils.
Tel: 0 9

240403 and http://
.po ellsf .f9.co.uk

Boiler
OFTEC registered company
102965
Domestic Oil appliance
servicing and repairs
Personal, Professional,
Reliable.
Aga s, Rayburns and Oil boilers.
Robin Smythe
OFTEC registered technician
37895
07496 066426
01600 780371
Robinjsmy@gmail.com
www.boilermonmouth.co.uk
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We will be reaching out to the community in the near future to better understand your vision for the hall and how it can do more for local people. In the
meantime, we would love to hear your ideas, particularly about what extra
activities and services it could host or any local issues it could help address.
Development of these plans is being undertaken by volunteers from the village who would warmly welcome any support or advice, particularly if you
feel you have skills or expertise to share in the following areas:

building work
business management
project management
finance
fundraising
voluntary work
engagement
activity development
publicity and promotion
For more information, please contact Lynne Potter, Co-Chair of Grosmont
Futures:
lynnepotter@btinternet.com

Disperse them
A young clergyman, fresh out of training, thought it would help him better understand the harsh realities his future congregations faced if he first took a job
as a policeman for several months. He passed the physical examination; then
came the oral exam to test his ability to act quickly and wisely in an emergency. Among other questions he was asked, “What would you do to disperse a
frenzied crowd?”
He thought for a moment and then said, “I would pass an offering plate.” He
got the job.
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rosmont Community Hu – excitin times ahead for the To n Hall
We learned at the Shaping Grosmont event and subsequent workshops and
meetings that there is strong support for Grosmont Town Hall to be regenerated and its activities expanded to maximise its benefit to the community.
This is about more than just renovating the fabric- which needs some urgent attention- but also creating a space which is a real hub for the community with layout and facilities to support its use as first choice for many and
varied community activities, reflecting the needs of a diverse 21st century
community – easy physical access for all; simplified booking; flexibility;
catering; wi-fi and other digital enablers.
At November’s meeting, Grosmont Fawr Community Council confirmed
they wished to apply for Rural Futures funding from National Lottery
Community Fund for this purpose. The community council will be the lead
applicant and welcomed the support of Grosmont Futures to help develop
the plans. We have given this project the working title of “Grosmont Community Hub.”
Grosmont Futures has been meeting for some time and formally elected its
committee, officers and became constituted on 13 January. The group’s
membership is open to anyone living in the Grosmont area who is supportive of the group’s aims:

Community led action to make Grosmont a better place to live, work
and play.
To act on issues and opportunities agreed by the community to improve
the social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing of the
area.
To work collaboratively with Grosmont Fawr community council,
community groups and the wider community to ensure action is
joined-up to ensure maximum effectiveness.
A framework setting out how the Community council and Grosmont Futures will work together to develop plans for the town hall is being agreed.
A sub-committee of members from both groups will take the lead on the
work and will be accountable to Grosmont Fawr Community Council and
Grosmont Futures, reporting back on a regular basis.

NEF Nursery
Vouchers
2 Yr Funded
Vouchers
accepted.

Ofsted Registered

OFSTED Registered

GOOD

‘GOOD’

Set within St. Weonards Primary School
Open 8.00a.m to 4.00p.m
Monday to Friday
Sessions fully Flexible to suit your needs.
Freshly Cooked School Lunches or Packed Lunch
Contact Maggie: 07855 550108
www.stweonardspreschool.co.uk
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ANS ERS
Love is all around us
I want to know what
love is
All you need is love
How deep is your love
Make you feel my love
Love hurts
Somebody to love
Where is the love
What’s love got to do
with it
You’ve got to hide your
love away
I can’t Help loving you
Endless love
I will always love you
Everlasting love
Unconditional love
Eternal love
Love without end,
amen
A world without love
Too much love will kill
you
No greater love
No ordinary love
The power of love
Peace, love and understanding
Love changes everything
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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TONY WEBB SERVICES
SKENFRITH 01600 750224
1.5, 3 and 5 ton Excavators with Driver
Specialising in groundwork for
*Extensions
*Drainage

If you would like to get in contact with the Grosmont market
team, contact them via: grosmontmarket@hotmail.com . You
can also find further information about the market on the Market Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
grosmontmarket and Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
grosmontmarket/

*Landscaping
*Horse Arenas etc

*Dumper available
*Public Liability Insurance
*Precision measurement with laser level
ACCOMMODATION
The Old Rectory, in the unspoilt
rural village of
LLANGATTOCK-LINGOED
B&B and Self catering available.
SPECIAL OFFER for 3 nights B&B
from December to March on Availability.
e-mail theoldrectory@live.co.uk
Tel 01873 821326

The Garden
And Estate
Machinery
Specialists

Sales, hire, service
Hedge & brush
cutters
Cultivators &
chainsaws
Ride on mowers
Ready to use machinery
Display showrooms
Special Offer
Every Week

MONNOW MOWERS
& MACHINERY LTD
Wonastow Road Industrial Estate West Monmouth • Monmouthshire • NP5 3JA
Telephone 01600 715520
Facsimile 01600 715530
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MILLEFIORI BLOOMS
~Beautiful bouquets and arrangements designed for
you at our Grosmont workshop using only first quality
blooms.~

~Millefiori designs are presented with degradable film
and Oasis. We use British flowers wherever possible and
deliveries are made using a PHEV vehicle.~
~Taking orders now for Valentines Day~
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VACCINE SCAM
I HAVE BEEN SENT THE INFORMATION BELOW REGARDING A SCAM OPERATING
BY TEXT AND EMAIL.
You will NEVER be asked to reveal your bank details by a genuine NHS representative. Vaccination is FREE OF CHARGE and you will be contacted to attend a
vaccine centre or your doctor’s surgery only when it is your turn to be vaccinated.
You do not have to ‘apply’.
REMEMBER don’t click on a link if you are not 100% certain that it is genuine.
If you have any doubts or queries regarding information that you have received
regarding vaccination, contact your GP surgery and if you think you’ve been
scammed, please contact the police.

07756680924
Residents at risk of being scammed over COVID19 vaccine.
Dyfed Powys Police Economic Crime Team has become aware that criminals have been sending texts and emails attempting to lure people to apply
for the COVID-19 vaccine.
DC Gareth Jordan, from the Cyber Crime Unit, said: “The text is made to
look like it comes from the NHS and states ‘we have identified that you are
eligible to apply for your vaccine’ and advises you to follow a link to get
more information and ‘apply’.”
“If you follow the link, you are taken to a convincing looking, but fake NHS
website that asks for your personal details.
“After entering your details, it then requests bank/card details to ‘check your
identity’.”
“But as with all scams, if you look a little closer, you will see it is not real. In
this instance, note the URL is not www.nhs.uk/

