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DO YOU NEED A CRANE?
THEN LOOK NO FURTHER THAN

RDS CRANE HIRE
Over 36yrs experience in ALL aspects of
crane hire and machinery movement.
Local company, full & half day rates.

St. Cadoc
Llangattock

Contact: Russell Davies 07977430654

Lingoed

Email: info@rdscranehire.co.uk

Calls taken 24/7

The Parish Magazine for the
Grosmont Group of Parishes

St. Bridget

Skenfrith

St.Mary
Llanfair

St. Nicholas
Grosmont

JAN
2021

Issue
256
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GERALD BENJAMIN
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
All electrical work undertaken

DOMESTIC, INDUSTRIAL, AGRICULTURAL

OR COMMERCIAL
TESTING AND INSPECTING
CONTACT ME FOR A QUOTE ON
TELEPHONE 01981 580 129
FAX

01981 580 129

MOBILE

07971 862 873

Email: geraldbenj@outlook.com

St
Nicholas
Grosmont
Julian Tooley

Independent
Funeral
Director and
Monumental Mason
24hr personal service
01981 541 307

07794 569 284

Telephone
01873 855 120

i

Church

s a fine medieval building
but, much more than that, it
is also the people of the community who live and work in
our beautiful parish. The church
stands as a powerful reminder of
what community life meant to
the people of past centuries; today it remains a symbol for
shared experience and the spirit
of community. For baptisms,
weddings, funerals and other occasional services please contact
the Ministry Team.
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Green T: Massage therapy

BUSINESSES

Tanya Ong
offers Swedish Massage, Hot Stone
Therapy and Indian Head Massage in
30/60 minute sessions. Relax in the
private therapy room situated in the heart
of Part-Y-Seal. Massage is ideal for
stress relief and relieving muscle tension.
Pure relaxation is the order of the day so
take advantage of the peaceful
surroundings and
book a massage now
either for yourself or
as a unique gift for
someone special! gift
vouchers available.
Part-YSeal, Grosmont,
Abergavenny, NP7 8LE
Tel: 01981 240814
www.partyseal.co.uk

FINANCE FOR

3

The Past is history,
The future is mystery,
The present is a gift!

Funding arranged for:•

machinery,

•

vehicles

•

premises

•

land

•

alternative energy projects

working capital
For a local, personal service please contact:
Steve Morgan

Mobile:

07342 651040

E-mail:
steve@rural-finance.co.uk

KEITH HOCKEY

PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES
MOBILE 07960 442 755
HOG’S HEAD, TREADAM
LLANTILIO CROSSENNY,
ABREGAVENNY, NP7 8TA
OFTEC REGISTERED
NVQ ACCREDITED
OIL INSTALLATIONS

Happy New Year to you all.
As we leave behind a very strange and challenging year, many of us will be
looking forward with uncertainty of what 2021 has in store for us. There
seems little that is ‘normal’ to hold on to, and even the new normal of restrictions, masks, tiers and social distancing seems to be ever changing.
In the church’s calendar we have entered the season of Epiphany, a time
when we remember the visit to baby Jesus of strangers from far away in the
East. What on earth made these men follow a star and travel such a great
distance, with all the uncertainties and dangers ahead of them, to deliver
strange gifts to a child, born amongst the animals in humble circumstances?
Some might say that it’s just a story, not true, and I guess we will never actually know! But that doesn’t really matter. The point is, story or fact, that
some two thousand years ago something happened that caused a record to be
made. A record that has stood the test of time, a record that for millions of
people through the ages has been a life changing gift. It is a record of inclusivity, a story that tells us that everyone matters, whoever they are, wherever
they are from, and whatever they bring with them. The story speaks of curiosity, courage, tenacity, and a willingness to embrace the day, whatever it
might bring, with hope of a bright and positive outcome! The present is a gift
for us to embrace, each day, whatever it may be!
I received an amazing gift on Christmas morning. Totally unexpected and
disguised in less than appealing packaging. In fact, it would have been easy
to focus more on the packaging than the gift hidden inside. The gift I received was kindness over and above what could have been expected, and
that kindness has become a treasured jewel, a memory to cherish when times
are tough. I was making my way to Skenfrith to take the Christmas morning
service when I had a puncture. Fortunately I managed to pull slightly off the
road onto a drive, and then had the dilemma of what to do with a car full of
resources for the service, and no phone signal to let anyone know that I hadn’t decided to have a lie in on Christmas morning, but was making every
effort to get to the church. with a promise that he would change my tyre for
me and bring the car down for the end of the service. I had been gifted a real,
live, ‘Good Samaritan’ of my own on Christmas morning.
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I followed a very weak mobile signal, no, not a star, up the driveway, but to
no avail. In the distance was a lady feeding her chickens and she came over
to me to see what was wrong. ‘You won’t get a signal here with O2, but use
my phone’. I was able to let folk know what was happening and try to sort
out how I would get to the church on time! ‘Don’t worry, we will take you
down!’ No hesitation in the offer, just genuine kindness from a family who
had been enjoying a Christmas morning breakfast together but who thought
nothing of putting themselves out to help a vicar in distress.
The man arrived at my car with a large vehicle which he filled with all my
service paraphernalia, and took me to Skenfrith in time for the service service with a promise that he would change my tyre for me and bring the car
down for the end of the service. I had been gifted a real, live, ‘Good Samaritan’ of my own on Christmas morning. It would have been easy to miss the
gift in the frustration of the puncture! But the kindness actually reached beyond Christmas morning as unfortunately the tyre couldn’t be changed then
and there, but the couple didn’t wash their hands of the gift and expect me
to get the car rescued, they made it safe for me and as soon as possible
changed the tyre and delivered the car to my home. I can’t thank my Good
Samaritan family enough for their kind Christmas morning gift to me.
We can look back and learn from the past, we cannot know what the future
will bring, but the present is filled with treasured gifts if we can just open
our eyes to recognise them and our hearts to receive them. In the midst of all
the uncertainty we face there will be many treasured moments that are a real
gift if we choose to notice and receive them .

I wish you all a hope filled, gift filled and very happy
2021.
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PARISH CONTACTS
Priest in charge: Revd. Gaynor Burrett
The Rectory, Grosmont, Abergavenny NP7 8EP
Tel: 01981 240361 Email: revgaynorphb@gmail.com
Associate priests: Revd. Andrew Harter 01981 241488
Revd. Lorraine Cavanagh
Ministry Team: Sandy Ireson (Reader)

Curate: Rev Mary K Moore revmarykmoore50emar@gmail.com
Eucharistic Assistants: Louise Minford, Pat Noakes,
John Pullen, Russell James
Safeguarding Officer: Revd. Gaynor Burrett
Grosmont Parish: Wardens: Russell James 01981 240436
Mark Potter 01981 240350
Treasurer Louise Minford PCC Sec: Andrew Harter
Nave bookings: Andrew Harter 01981 241488
Organist: Richard Brierly 01981 240301
Llanfair Cilgoed Parish Wardens: Margaret Martin 01873 821210
Sally Tyler 01873 821742 PCC Sec: Joyce Burberry
Treasurer David Manns
Llangattock Lingoed Parish: Wardens: Ben Prosser 07399 654110
Caroline Pearce 01873 821240
Treasurer and organist: Caroline Pearce PCC Sec: Eric Evans
Skenfrith Parish: Wardens: Delia Nash, and a vacancy exists for a
warden at Skenfrith. Treasurer: Peter Buchanen 07973 831309 PCC
Sec: Jeffsmith3@btinternet.com Organist: Nelson Whaley 07866
267144
Skenfrith Hall Bookings: Annie Peacock 01600 750434
CHURCH LINK MAGAZINE
Editor: Gilliy Burgess Email: gilliy@fresto.net
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Christian Aid report surveys climate breakdown

MILLEFIORI BLOOMS
A new report by Christian Aid, Counting the cost 2020: a year of climate breakdown, has
identified 15 of the most destructive climate disasters of the year.
Ten of those events cost $1.5 billion or more, with nine of them causing damage worth
at least $5 billion. Most of these estimates are based only on insured losses, meaning
the true financial costs are likely to be higher.

Among them is Storm Ciara which struck the UK, Ireland and other European countries in February costing, $2.7 billion and killing 14. The UK’s Environment Agency
issued 251 flood warnings.
While the report focuses on financial costs, which are usually higher in richer countries
because they have more valuable property, some extreme weather events in 2020
were devastating in poorer countries, even though the price tag was lower. South Sudan, for example, experienced one of its worst floods on record, which killed 138 people and destroyed the year’s crops.
Some of the disasters hit fast, like Cyclone Amphan, which struck the Bay of Bengal in
May and caused losses valued at $13 billion in just a few days. Other events unfolded
over months, like floods in China and India, which had an estimated cost of $32 billion
and $10 billion respectively.

A fresh approach to floristry
Beautiful hand-tied bouquets and arrangements
Created at our Grosmont studio using only first quality blooms.
Offering floristry services without single ~use plastics.

07756680924 https://www.millefioriblooms.com/
Please place your order by phone for contactless delivery.
‘Chocolate and Love’ bars back in stock now for free local delivery.
MILLEFIORI– FLOWERS WITH LOVE

Six of the ten most costly events took place in Asia, five of them associated with an
unusually rainy monsoon. And in Africa, huge locust swarms ravaged crops and vegetation across several countries, causing damages estimated at $8.5 billion. The outbreak
has been linked to wet conditions brought about by unusual rains fuelled by climate
change.
But the impact of extreme weather was felt all over the world. In Europe, two extratropical cyclones, Ciara and Alex, had a combined cost of almost $6 billion. And the US
suffered from both a record-breaking hurricane season and a record-breaking fire season adding up to more than $60 billion in damages.
Some less populated places also suffered the consequences of a warming world. In
Siberia, a heat wave during the first half of the year set a record in the city of
Verkhoyansk, with temperatures reaching 38°C. A few months later, on the other side
of the world, heat and drought drove the fires in Bolivia, Argentina, Paraguay and Brazil. While there were no human casualties reported from these events, the destruction
of these areas has a great impact on biodiversity and the planet’s capacity to respond
to a warmer world.
Christian Aid says that: “These extreme events highlight the need for urgent climate
action. The Paris Agreement, which set the goal of keeping temperature rise ‘well below’ 2°C, and ideally 1.5°C, compared to pre-industrial levels, has just turned five years
old. It is critical that countries commit to bold new targets ahead of the next climate
conference, which will take place in Glasgow, in November 2021.”

FRAMEWORKS

Custom framing and large
photo printing!
The Motte House. Howton Farm.
Pontrilas. HR2 OGB
07976 298578
info@frameworks.pictures
www.frameworks.pictures
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Editor’s Corner,
Unfortunately, we are unable to bring you a printed magazine
for January and may not be able to do so for February either. It is
unsafe and unreasonable to ask our volunteers to collect/deliver
magazines in the circumstances. Our main focus must be to protect ourselves and others at this time.
If you are in ’phone contact with a subscriber who does not have a
computer/cannot access this edition, please be kind enough to pass
on any information herein that you think may be of use to them.
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YOUR CHURCH LINK 2020
We appreciate contributions from our readers. Articles, photographs, announcements
and advertisements are always welcome. We will always do our best to find room for
your items but space is limited. Parents’ specific permission to reproduce any photograph depicting a child or young person MUST accompany the photograph. This
complies with the Church in Wales safeguarding policy .
Guidance for Contributors
The following guidance is intended to help you provide copy to the magazine in a
format which can be edited and adapted to facilitate editing and printing
. We are able to accept electronic, handwritten or typed copy.
Please send electronic copy by email to: gilliy @ fresto.net

It’s been a tough Christmas for so many people, parted from those
that they hold dear, but even tougher for those who have lost loved
ones to this virus and for those who have nursed them.

Copy should be submitted by 9th of each month for inclusion in the following month’s
edition. Please note that as work begins on 11th of the month on the next edition, it
is advisable to submit your content as soon as you can. Last minute copy cannot
be guaranteed space.

Christmas was very low key for my husband and I but we were
grateful to be together. Gary’s uncle was very ill in hospital in
Kent and his aunt was alone at home,, unable to see him, their
adult children all bedridden and very poorly with Covid.

Please submit in MS Word (ie doc) format as an attachment to your email. The email
should include any additional notes that you think are important. Please do not use
frames or underlining.

New Year is always a time for taking stock of our lives and habits. This year feels a bit directionless and friends say that they are
missing ’anything fun to look forward to’. We don’t have any
idea how long the measures will be in place and that makes some
of us feel insecure.
It sounds twee, but I think focusing on what we have, rather than
what we miss, will help. Just acknowledging the many things that
I’m grateful for makes me feel more positive. Keeping to a routine,
even putting a bit of make-up on despite having nowhere to go,
cheers me.

PDFs Please bear in mind that pdf format articles will be shrunk to fit the available
space and that as we will be unable to edit them, text may be very small.
Photographs We are pleased to accept digital images to go with articles. JPEG
format is recommended. Please remember that they may be printed in black and
white and so clear images with a light background are best. You, or the organisation
that you represent must own the image (ie hold copyright) that you are submitting.
Disclaimer: The advertisements in this magazine are paid for and as such are not being recommended by being in it. Please check as you would any supplier.
Advertisers will be invoiced for £140 for 12 months full page, £70 for half, £35 for a quar-

The price of subscription remains unchanged at £10 per year for A4 and £8 for the new A5
edition. Prompt payment would be appreciated in order to keep costs down.
Please remember that we rely on kind volunteers to deliver our magazine to those who
are unable to collect it themselves. Magazines may be available for collection from the
usual outlets in advance of personal delivery. Thank you to all our volunteers, we appreciate your help very much, and especially in these difficult times.
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David Jones
ARCHERY IN THE NAVE
Friday evenings from 5.30pm

Your County
in St Nicholas Nave, Grosmont.
Councillor

Come and join Sandy Ireson for
Archery.
All ages are welcome
(Primary school age children
must be accompanied by an
adult).
Cost £3.00 per person per
session.

I am always happy to hear from
residents of Crucorney Ward about
any council issues that affect them.
Please contact me on
01873 821497 or 07561 475563
DavidWJones@monmouthshire.gov.uk

An ideal environment for you to use the unique
collection of documents. Around 10km of state
of the art storage so the Collection can be
preserved for future generations and we can go
on collecting - we are always keen to hear from
people with documents they think might be of
interest. Lecture and group facilities so people
can learn more about using the resources. A
modern archive conservation studio where you
can see the delicate work of repair and
conservation carried out.

GARWAY COMMUNITY CENTRE
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Wishing you all good health and happier times in 2021

Gilliy x

The Grosmont Group of Churches are now offering 2 online services each week
Sunday morning ‘Family Service’ at 10.00am on Zoom
Tuesday morning ‘Morning Prayer’ at 9.30am on Zoom.

Reasonable Rates

For more information, help, support and to receive the connection links to these

New multifunctional Health/Therapy
Room available to hire by insured
Professional Complementary
Therapists:

please contact

marykmoore50emar@gmail.com

Rates from £5 to £7 per hour
Room equipped with:• Fully electric therapy couch
•

Monday to Friday 9:30 - 5:00 pm

• chairs - couch roll

2nd Saturday each month: 10.00am - 4.00pm.

For details and to book Community Centre
contact Hilary or Austen Keenan

Telephone Enquiries: 01495 353363 Email:
enquiries@gwentarchives.gov.uk

When I took over as editor I often had a hard time finding space to
fit all the happenings into our 44 pages of print. Hang in there,
keep safe and we will get those times back.

Sports, Concerts, Meetings, Music, Fund Raising
Events, Family Parties, Wedding Receptions

Opening Hours:

Visit Us: Gwent Archives, Steelworks Road Ebbw
Vale Blaenau Gwent NP23 6AA

I am looking forward to a time when this magazine is once again
full of information on services, events, gatherings, clubs and societies and I am reporting on how much we have all enjoyed them.

CHURCH SERVICE VIA ZOOM

GWENT ARCHIVES
Gwent Archives opened at its new site in Ebbw
Vale in 2011. The magnificent new facilities
provide:

7

Saddle stool consultation table

01600 750243
Check your booking www.garway.org.uk

Your donations to the food bank will be
especially appreciated during these difficult times.
Donations may be left in the church porch
at St Nicholas. The collection box is clearly
marked.
Please observe social distancing at all
times.
Thankyou.

8
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STEVE LUMPKIN
Specialises in Stonework, blockwork,
lime pointing, brickwork and
plastering
Can also undertake tiling, patios and
more ….

Mobile—078548 20984

RECOGNIZING A STROKE

Home—01873 853095

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke
are difficult to identify.
Unfortunately, the lack of
awareness spells disaster. The
stroke victim may suffer severe
brain damage when people nearby
fail to recognize the symptoms of a
stroke. Now doctors say a
bystander can recognize a stroke by
asking three simple questions:

Call for any enquiries

Restoration
General Building and
Genealogy
I can offer a wide range of
services in the building and
plumbing trades. Energy
efficiency in older buildings a
speciality.
All jobs considered.
I can also help with your family
tree research!
Charlie Kensington
07503 508092
01600 750679
ckensington@toucansurf.com

AR

AY CO
UNITY
CENTRE
I
I
Sports, Concerts,
eetin s,
usic,
Fund Raisin Events, Family
arties
eddin Receptions etc.
easona le ates

S Ask the individual to SMILE.
T Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A
SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently)

• New multifunctional Health/
Therapy Room available to
hire by insured
Professional Complementary
Therapists:
Rates from £5 to £7 per hour
Room equipped w ith:• Fully electric therapy co uch saddle stool consultatio n table chairs - couch ro ll

R Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.
If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of
these tasks, call emergency number
immediately and describe the symptoms
to the dispatcher.

KILPECK ART CLUB
or details and to oo
o
unity
entre onta t Hilary or Austen
Keenan
0 600 750243
he
your oo ing
. ar ay.or .uk

Our spring Season began on February 24th 2020.
We meet on Mondays from 2pm–4pm in Kilpeck
Village Hall, HR2 9DW except for bank holidays.
Our members come from a wide area so it may be
possible to arrange lifts. Please contact Jenny
Davies (Secretary) at
jen64davies@gmail.com for details.

NOTE: Another 'sign' of a stroke is this:
Ask the person to 'stick' out their tongue.
If the tongue is 'crooked', if it goes to
one side or the other, that is also an
indication of a stroke.
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SKENFRITH PARISH
HALL

9
THE HAPPY PLACE

Well furnished fully licensed community hall available for hire
for private parties, meetings, trade shows, classes,
exhibitions, weddings, plays, etc.

* Well equipped kitchen
*Staging/ Stage lighting
* Committee Room
* Court Yard
* Disabled Access & Facilities
*Discount rate for Charities & Youth
Organisations
MORE INFORMATION
Contact Ann 01600 750434

Please contact for latest opening/event
information following recent floods and
Covid.
E-mail: robandann@live.co.uk

Pray with grannie
A small boy went to church with his grandmother and joined
her when she quietly slipped off the pew to kneel and pray. He
even copied her example of burying her face in her hands. But
after a few seconds his curiosity got the better of him. “Who
are we hiding from, grannie?”

Thank you to everyone who took part in, filmed, or made costumes for the
‘Nativity not quite Alive’ puppet show.

SANTA CLAUSE HAS ASKED
ME TO SAY A BIG THANK YOU
TO ALL THE CHILDREN WHO
MADE A DECORATION FOR THE
GROSMONT VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE.
HE WAS INCREDIBLY BUSY ON
CHRISTMAS EVE, BUT WAS SO
HAPPY TO SEE HOW BEAUTIFUL THE VILLAGE LOOKED AS
HE SPED THROUGH.
Well done to everyone who spread
some festive cheer this Christmas!

Gilliy x
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Pass your driving
test with
GOLD STAR
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GROSMONT AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
We have members from a wide area but visitors and new members are always welcome.
Contact Marion on 01981 241161 or Jan 01600 750295 for further information or email
grosmontgardenclub@yahoo.com Find us on Grosmont Village website (Village Groups)

and we are also on Facebook.

School of Motoring
Richard Farr – DVSA approved
driving instructor.
Motor Schools Association
member.
Tel 01981

240078

I provide professional tuition combined with
patience and encouragement, which is the
proven way to achieve the high standard
required to pass your test.
I can also provide assistance with theory,
motorway experience and Pass Plus training.
(This scheme enables new drivers to obtain
cheaper insurance.)

Church
My grandson, Justin, watched a live streaming service with his
dad one Sunday morning. His mum wanted to know how it
went. He said, “The music was nice, but the commercial was
too long.”
Sign in an old church porch to reassure any visitors:
In this church many are cold, but few are frozen.

THE MOLE TRAPPER
(Member of the Guild of British Mole
Catchers)
YOUR LOCAL, PROFESSIONAL, FAST AND
FRIENDLY TRADITIONAL MOLE CATCHER
PROVIDING A SERVICE WITH FIRST CLASS
RESULTS

Thirty years experience
Fully insured
No call out fee
I won't make a mountain out of a
molehill!
T:- 01981 241 294

ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICES
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES ARE HELD AT BELMONT,
HEREFORD, ABERGAVENNY AND MONMOUTH RC CHURCHES.
Contact: Parish Priest: 01432 277319
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Hypnotherapybygill

DO YOU WANT TO
Stop Smoking – Gain
Confidence
Release any anxiety or stress
Manage your weight Tackle a
phobia or just relax
If you answered YES to any of
these and you REALY want to
manage your own life then ring
Gill on 01981 580732 or
07912853269
Check out my website
www.hypnotherapybygill.co.uk or
email
hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com

Tom Finn
Photography
Freelance Photographer
Commercial, weddings,
parties, portraiture, pets
and animals.
Fully insured, professional service at competitive prices.
Contact– facebook Tom
Finn Photography
Or call 01873 890468

BRING SOME PEACE BACK
INTO YOUR LIFE

Monmouth Montessori School
Creative Learning for 2 – 11yrs
Children taught as individuals, at their own pace, leading to high results; scholarships often
achieved.
Small friendly classes in a beautiful setting close to Skenfrith.
Www.monmouthmontessorischool.co.uk
langattock- ibon-Avel 25 5
01600 772213
rincipal rs osemary haley c ons CE Cantab

Ty Gwyn Cider extend a warm welcome to all visitors at
their farm cider shop near Pontrilas. We o er free
tastings, and also do teas, co ees, gi s,
t-shirts and a range of delicious local produce.
Our ciders have won prestigious awards and are all
made with 100 uice. It s the real deal for cider lovers!
Simply take the turning from the main A465
Abergavenny to Hereford road signposted Rowlestone
and you ll nd us at the top of the hill.
Ty Gwyn Cider, Pen-Y-Lan Farm, Pontrilas HR2 0DL.
Tel: 01981 241 181 email: alex@tygwyncider.co.uk web:
www.tygwyncider.co.uk

12
GROSMONT POST OFFICE AND
STORES
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GROSMONT TOWN HALL
HIRE

ROSS VINCENT
your local painter & decorator

Telephone
01981 240 301
For all your needs
Over 20 years experience.

Groceries
Fruit and vegetables

Confectionery
Free range eggs
Wide range of newspapers and
magazines

To book your event contact:
Mrs Frances Lambert,
94 Wern Gifford, Pandy
NP7 BRU

One to one tuition in your own
home.
Word Processing Internet and
much more, including
Trouble Shooting.

Your Local Engineer

Or Mobile 07815 630 562

01981 240 726
07956 518 995

TED WILLIAMS AND SONS.

For all Oil Fired Boiler Systems

ESTABLISHED 1883

Heating Systems and Oil Tanks

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS.

Serviced, Commissioned

AN INDEPENDENT FIRM PROVIDING A PERSONAL SERVICE DAY AND
NIGHT.

Replaced and Installed

OFTEC REGISTERED

TO ABERGAVENNY AND SURROUNDING RURAL AREAS.
PRE-PAID PLANS AVAILABLE

Call Judy Vaughan on
01981 240 085

To arrange a quote call:

grosmontcouncil@hotmail.com

TONY PHILLIPS
Learn to use a computer

Offers a very high standard of workmanship.
Works with no fuss or mess. Makes walls, doors
and windows look like new. Prompt and conscientious. Testimonials available
numerous
satisfied clients.

• DEDICATED CHAPEL AND REST ROOMS

Tel: 01600 750 623 or
07971 550859

• LARGE CAR PARK
PARK ROAD FUNERAL HOME,
ABERGAVENNY.
Tel: 01873 853942 / 854358
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Discover the natural beauty
of your voice

Improve your range and
develop confidence

Improve muscle tone and

circulation

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM

For special introductory
rates for individual and
group vocal
Please contact Virginia on
07872 612856 or email

CHANGES TO PUBLISHED SERVICES MAY BE INEVITABLE IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES.
Changes will be published on the Grosmont village website and parishoners will be emailed
where we are able.

ginnieblakely@gmail.com

Everyone is using their best endeavours to keep you informed.
CARPENTER AVAILABLE
For cupboards, doors, hard wood
flooring, garden structures,

Hypnotherapybygill

ALSO wall and floor tiling

DO YOU WANT TO Stop Smoking – Gain Confidence

Contact: Paul Ackerman

Release any anxiety or stress Manage your weight Tackle a phobia
or just relax

01989 770098
paulackerman@phonecoop.coop Website:
ackermancarpentry.co.uk

If you answered YES to any of these and you REALY want to manage
your own life then ring Gill on 01981 580732 or 07912853269
Check out my website www.hypnotherapybygill.co.uk or email

hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com

BRING SOME PEACE BACK INTO YOUR LIFE

14
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EASY SUDOKU

MEDIUM SUDOKU

MAZE
HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS
If someone you know is in hospital the
chaplains can complement the
pastoral and sacramental care the
local church is proving. There are
hospital chaplains on duty every
weekday and also on Sunday
mornings.

Llangattock Lingoed Sweepstake
Discover the natural
beauty of your voice

1st prize £20.50 Steve Lumpkin
Improve your range and
develop confidence

Improve muscle tone and

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM

Tel: 01633 234 263
Email: alan.tyler@wales.nhs.uk
Nevill Hall, Abergavenny Tel: 01873
732112
Email:
michael.marsden@wales.nhs.uk

2nd prize £16.00 189 Carolyn Farr
3rd Prize £12 108 Gaynor Kavanagh
New members welcome.

circulation

Contacts:
The Royal Gwent Hospital Newport

Last month s winners were:

To oin and have a chance to win
a prize every month complete a
form at Llangattock Post Office
and return to the Post Office

For special introductory
rates for individual and
group vocal

To nd out more email
ean.prandy@gmail.com

Please contact Virginia on
07872 612856 or email

All proceeds to the church

ginnieblakely@gmail.com
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The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
I appreciated your recent concern when you heard
one of our parishioners had slipped on a gravestone.
Your desire to help was entirely commendable, and I
do know that sending your own church’s health and
safety officer to give us some advice was kindly
meant. But the 200-page report was not welcome. If we implemented even
half of your officer’s suggestions, life would become unbearably safe.
St James the Least of All has survived perfectly well for the last 600 years
without gutter cleaning inspections, path degreasing and electrical safety certificates, so I think we may survive a little longer without them. As far as I am
aware, the only disaster to hit us was when Cromwell’s soldiers stabled their
horses in the nave – which I suspect a few of our oldest members still clearly
remember.
The shock the sidesmen sometimes get when switching on the lights occurs
only occasionally, is relatively mild and soon over – and if it happens when
preparing for the 8am Service, helps to wake them up. The weight of the Duke
of Clumber’s marble sarcophagus is slowly detaching the south aisle from the
rest of the church, but it is very slow – and the pews in that area are used only
once a year when his relations visit from America to commemorate his death
at Agincourt – which is probably just beyond remembrance of the oldest of our
congregation.

Leaks from the ceiling in the north aisle are solved with a row of buckets – and
even you must concede that the fungi on the oak beams look really rather attractive when the sun catches them. The sapling growing out of the spire is
certainly an issue – although it looks so attractive in Spring when in blossom.
As for our fire extinguishers, they were serviced when my predecessor-buttwo was in office, and I have the certificate to prove it.
So, do thank your health and safety officer for all his work and tell him we will
bear his recommendations in mind. Also tell him I was so sorry he slipped and
broke his leg in our choir stalls while he was with us. But that bit of floor has
been out of alignment since 1748, and it seems a shame to disturb it now. If
only he had arrived encased in bubble wrap, it would never have happened.
Perhaps you could put that on the agenda of your next health and safety meeting.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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andrew@harter.co.uk

29

28

DO YOU NEED SUPPORT?
Anxiety? Low mood? Can’t sleep?
Over thinking?
Post traumatic stress symptoms?
If you are experiencing any of
these, I can help and support
you.
I offer help and therapy in a
location near you as a Registered
Mental Health Nurse, with 17
years NHS experience. I am fully
insured and abide by the strict
code of professional conduct of
the NMC. Please contact me,
Michelle, on 07980767445.
CROSS ASH LUNCH CLUB
Anyone is welcome to come and enjoy a lovely lunch at Red Castle
Tearoom . Here you will feel welcome in an instant.
The club meets on the last Friday of each month starting at noon.
Cross Ash Lunch Club was started some twenty years ago and has
been supported by various grants and gifts since then, unfortunately
we have not yet secured support for 2020 and need to cover the costs
ourselves. This is typically only £10 for a two course meal thanks to
the generosity of Red Castle.
Check your diary and come and join us!
Check the next date and book your place by phoning Mabel Martin
01873 821473 or Alan Llewellyn 01873 821429
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'MONMOUTHSHIRE REGISTRATION DISTRICT'
Registration of Births and Deaths and Marriages
Appointments must be made. The Register Office, The Old Parlour,

Rhadyr Usk NP15 1GA Open: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm
Telephone 01873 735435 Fax 01873 735429.

We welcome letters
from our readers on any
subject.
In the case of letters that
are critical of any
person, business or
organisation, a copy may
be sent to the body
concerned so that they
are given the
simultaneous right to
reply.
Anonymity of
contributors can only be
accepted in exceptional
circumstances and at the
discretion of the editor.
Publication cannot be
guaranteed and is
subject to space being
available.
~~~~~~~

More news, pictures and events on www.grosmont.wales

R.J & R.B Mailes Family Butchers Est: 1892
Of Ewyas Harold & The Golden Valley HR2 0EX
Located Centrally, Opposite The Post Office
01981 240 234
Monday-Friday 8am – 5.30pm Saturday 8am – 1pm

Meat sourced as locally as possible –
* Beef- Including fattening our own cattle,
Eynon’s of Wormbridge, Sparey’s of Garway.
* Lamb – R. Whistance of Garway. Ensors of
Forest of Dean.
* Pork – Woodland Pigs of Gloucestershire.
Producing sausages, burgers & pies on the
premises. Stocking a wide range of bread,
cheeses, fish, sauces & condiments. Nescafe &
Go available. Proud stockists of local organic
potatoes & Herefordshire honey. If what you’re
after isn’t on display, no matter how unusual
please ask – the alligator is in the freezer by
the front door & the cooked pickled tongue is
at your far right of the chiller cabinet!
Telephone orders welcome & no minimum order
required. We accept credit/debit cards &
truffle cards (sign up to Truffle Herefordshire
to receive our treat!)
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Emma Morgan
Physiotherapy
Reach your
potential
Home Visits Falls Mobility
Rehab Long Term Conditions
Assessment
Acute injuries Post Operation Exercises
Massage Acupuncture Advice

Please ring to discuss your needs.
Home visits available
www.emmamorganphysio.co.uk 01873
821284
07989407646

O ELLS no at
OR RID E
Sales, spares and repairs. Solve
your arden cuttin pro lems.
Strimmers, chainsa s, hed ecutters,
mo ers, po er pruners, disc cut
ters.
ide ran e of hand tools, pruners,
sa s, axes, hooks, consuma les,
inches,
ire ropes, chains, ratchet straps,
protective and inter clothin ,
oots, oils etc.
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CHRISTMAS GIVING
In previous years the friends and congregation of St Nicholas
Church Grosmont have donated Christmas collections to charities that are dear to our hearts. This year, with few opportunities
to get together, the PCC agreed to make some Christmas donations out of church funds. We are delighted to support the following:
St Michael s Hospice, Hereford £480
Abergavenny Food Bank £250
Save the Children Fund £150

Tel: 0 9

240403 and http://
.po ellsf .f9.co.uk

Boiler
OFTEC registered company
102965
Domestic Oil appliance
servicing and repairs
Personal, Professional,
Reliable.
Aga s, Rayburns and Oil boilers.
Robin Smythe
OFTEC registered technician
37895
07496 066426
01600 780371
Robinjsmy@gmail.com
www.boilermonmouth.co.uk

Don McMath Foundation £120
The rst three probably need no introduction, but the Don
McMath Foundation may not be so familiar. For several years,
Children s Church have sponsored Modu, a boy in the Gambia,
making a regular nancial commitment out of their own fundraising to support his education. Modu le school this year but
we were keen to recognise all that the Children s Church have
done for him over the years, with a donation to the foundation.
A big Thank You to everyone who has supported St Nicholas this
year and has enabled us to give a little back to these important
organisations.

THANK YOU
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NEF Nursery
Vouchers
2 Yr Funded
Vouchers
accepted.

Ofsted Registered

OFSTED Registered

GOOD

‘GOOD’

Order
Happy to visit his local pub before it closed again, a man found
himself near two nuns. Eager to talk to anyone after weeks in
Tier 3, he ventured: “What is your order?” (Meaning their religious community.)
The nuns happily replied: “Sausage and chips.”

Set within St. Weonards Primary School
Open 8.00a.m to 4.00p.m
Monday to Friday
Sessions fully Flexible to suit your needs.
Freshly Cooked School Lunches or Packed Lunch
Contact Maggie: 07855 550108
www.stweonardspreschool.co.uk
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Some of you have noticed a few typos in this magazine now and then. To
improve this for the New Year I am now using a new set of rules for editing:

1. Verbs HAS to agree with their subjects.
2. Prepositions are not words to end sentences with.
3. And don’t start a sentence with a conjunction.
4. It is wrong to ever split an infinitive.
5. Avoid cliches like the plague. (They’re old hat.)
6. Also, always avoid annoying alliteration.
7. Be more or less specific.
8. Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are (usually) unnecessary.
9. Also too, never, ever use repetitive redundancies.
10. No sentence fragments.
11. Contractions aren’t necessary and shouldn’t be used.
12. Foreign words and phrases are not apropos.
13. Do not be redundant; do not use more words than necessary; it’s highly
superfluous.

14. One should NEVER generalise.
Comparisons are as bad as cliches.
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TONY WEBB SERVICES
SKENFRITH 01600 750224
1.5, 3 and 5 ton Excavators with Driver
Specialising in groundwork for
*Extensions
*Drainage

If you would like to get in contact with the Grosmont market
team, contact them via: grosmontmarket@hotmail.com . You
can also find further information about the market on the Market Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
grosmontmarket and Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
grosmontmarket/

*Landscaping
*Horse Arenas etc

*Dumper available
*Public Liability Insurance
*Precision measurement with laser level
ACCOMMODATION
The Old Rectory, in the unspoilt
rural village of
LLANGATTOCK-LINGOED
B&B and Self catering available.
SPECIAL OFFER for 3 nights B&B
from December to March on Availability.
e-mail theoldrectory@live.co.uk
Tel 01873 821326

The Garden
And Estate
Machinery
Specialists

Sales, hire, service
Hedge & brush
cutters
Cultivators &
chainsaws
Ride on mowers
Ready to use machinery
Display showrooms
Special Offer
Every Week

MONNOW MOWERS
& MACHINERY LTD
Wonastow Road Industrial Estate West Monmouth • Monmouthshire • NP5 3JA
Telephone 01600 715520
Facsimile 01600 715530
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Films adapted for Wales
It is said that the Welsh film industry has spent lockdown planning to remake numerous well-known films, but this time with a
Welsh flavour. The following have been suggested as sure
winners:
* 9½ Leeks
* The Lost Boyos
* Dai Hard
* The Eagle has Llandudno
* The Magnificent Severn
* Haverfordwest Was Won
* Austin Powys
* Independence Dai
* The Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch That Time Forgot
* The Bridge on the River Wye
* The Welsh Patient
* Look You Back in Bangor
* Evans Can Wait
* A Fishguard Called Rhondda
* Where Eagles Aberdare
* Dial M For Merthyr
Do you have sweet mincemeat left over from Christmas? Try adding a tablespoonful to your apple crumble filling, mix well with the apple and sprinkle the
top of the crumble with flaked almonds before baking. Delish!

Spring will spring, hang on in,
Know that after wind and rain
Flowers will surely bloom again.

