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My mum is great! Yes, I know that I am biased, but she is a very humble and appre-

ciative lady from whom I have learnt a lot. With Dad’s Parkinson’s progressing, like 

probably every spouse married to someone with Parkinson’s, she is determined to 

do everything she is able to support and care for dad despite the challenges this 

causes, and the obvious strains this put’s on her. I have particularly noticed of late 

how moved she becomes by even the smallest act of kindness. Things that cost the 

giver very little or maybe something that is expected of them are still greatly appre-

ciated. Someone in a shop willingly went to check if an item was in stock - that they 

did this with no fuss and a smile moved her, even though it was part of their job. 

She was talking about for days after. Recently she was chatting across the car with 

some neighbours. They have been helping with shopping and prescription col-

lecting, but with the lifting of lockdown regulations they had gone for a walk and 

had enjoyed an ice cream. Mum had said what a nice thing to do, and she couldn’t 

remember the last time she had had an ice cream. Not long after, the door bell rang 

and the neighbour had returned with two ice cream cones. The day stopped for a 

few minutes whilst mum and dad sat together and enjoyed the unexpected treat, 

and the thoughtfulness that had made a special moment for them both. Small acts 

of kindness are often not very onerous for the giver but can mean the world for 

those on the receiving end. Whilst we have been in lockdown many have had the 

opportunity to step aside from the busy round of routine that gives little time for 

thoughtful extras, and evaluate what is important in life and what is less so. Giving a 

round of applause for key workers, acknowledging those who have stepped up to 

make life easier for others has cost us little but has been such an encouragement 

for those in the front line. Given all of this, I was devastated to see the reports on 

the totally thoughtless behaviours of some on coming out of lock down. It is under-

standable that people should want to visit the lovely locations that they have been 

denied due to ‘Covid’, but what is not acceptable is the driving hundreds of miles to 

do this and the inappropriate behaviours that have gone with the new found     

freedoms.                                                                                                           (cont.) 
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We have all seen the pictures of overcrowded beaches and the videos of alcohol 

fuelled fighting! I am sure that most have behaved in acceptable ways, but the so-

cial distancing that has been ignored, the lack of personal protection, the disregard 

of the polite requests to adhere to regulations put in place for everybody’s safety, 

the leaving of litter and rubbish for others to clear up, the abuse towards those try-

ing to deal with the chaos, all these things demonstrate a total lack of thoughtful-

ness and care towards others. It is almost as though the Covid pandemic were just a 

nightmare, something that didn’t really happen, or at the most an inconvenience 

for just a few! Many of the people now behaving in such a way were, I am sure, 

people who just a few weeks ago were applauding our key workers and doing what 

they could to keep themselves and others safe! It seems the months where we 

have been able to allow human kindness and decency become part of our habit 

have been forgotten with the lifting of lockdown. As I have already said, I am sure 

this is not the behaviour of the majority of people, but it is a behaviour that sets a 

tone. A selfish tone where the wants and needs of the individual are valued far 

more highly than the common good. Before we were hit by this dreadful global pan-

demic the world seemed to have slipped into a materialistic driven spiral where 

acquisition and wealth were the driving forces. There were vast gulfs between the 

haves and have nots! I had hoped that the world would be able to grasp this dread-

ful opportunity to re-evaluate our priorities our practices and our behaviours. I had 

hoped we wouldn’t be seeking to go ‘back to normal’ but moving on to new normal 

where the ideal of ‘love your neighbour as your self’ and ‘do to others as you would 

have them do to you’ were foundational philosophies. I want to be part of a world 

whose new normal has a lot more kindness in it. A normal that is focussed on peo-

ple, on wellbeing, on acts of generosity instead of grasping greed. I want to be part 

of a world that strives for equality rather than division and that seeks to take care 

of the beautiful world we have been given the responsibility for. Well, realistically I 

am not likely to see this this mind shift in society, but I am sure I am not alone in 

hoping for a better world post Covid. I do however know that I can make a change 

in the way that I think and behave towards others and myself. And if my changes 

are added to those of other likeminded people who knows where it will end! I hope 

you are keeping safe and well, and don’t forget those little acts of kindness that can 

make a world of difference to another persons difficult world.  
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 EDITOR’S CORNER 

This month’s magazine is issue number 250! July is only number seven 

for me as editor, so that’s merely a blink in the history of Church Link! 

During the pandemic most of us have been at home for what seems like an 

eternity, but in what were just a few short months tens of thousands of 

lives have been changed forever. 

One thing that has struck me, is just how these strange times have meant 

that as one people, one earth, we have all been a part of  shared trial, toil  

and grief. Some people have acted selfishly, but for many their priority 

has changed from me to we and from them to us.  

I’m idealistic but I  would like to think that this sense of oneness has 

brought the realisation that if one fellow human is suffering, then we are 

all diminished by that. Hopefully this collective experience can lead to pos-

itive change and to everyone valuing all people and all lives equally. 

It is a good time to take stock and realise that the things that have been 

most missed and most precious to us are not material things, but family, 

friends, and human contact. 

In this issue and next, I have included some contributions from local peo-

ple on how the virus has affected their daily lives and businesses. Thank 

you all for sharing this with us.  

I hope that the August issue of the magazine can include a printed ver-

sion. Thank you very much to Jane Moggeridge for so kindly putting the 

Church Link onto Grosmont village website for us  during the last 

months.                                                                      Gilliy x 
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THE HAPPY PLACE 

 

Some pictures for you to colour. 
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A day in the life- Trevyr Barn holiday accommodation 

 

Friday is changeover day for us at Trevyr Barn and can be pretty busy 
if we have back-to-back bookings.  Carey and I are usually on our 
marks at 10am, ready to get in and start changing beds and cleaning 
the moment our guests check out.  The first thing I do is to check for 
breakages. Crockery and glassware are easy – we carry a stock of 
spares - but if something more serious gets damaged it can be a 
scramble to get it fixed, not least because we are hopeless at DIY.  
One Christmas the departing family only told us as they left that their 
sons had been swinging off the curtain rail and pulled it off the wall!  
Thank goodness for good friends – Rob kindly dropped whatever he 
was doing to come round to fix it for the guests arriving that after-
noon.  Happily that was a very rare occurrence. Most of our guests 
take great care of the property and treat it as if it were their own 
home. 

While Carey gets on with cleaning I sort out the recycling, re-stock 
tea, coffee and other basics and prepare a welcome pack.  Once eve-
rything’s ready we have a final check, congratulate ourselves on 
getting it all done in time and admire how spick and span it all looks.   

Over the years we have met some lovely guests.   Some return year 
after year and have become good friends.  Many are walkers or cy-
clists, or families who enjoy exploring the castles and villages, or 
simply playing out in the orchard and by the brook.  We also get lots 
of people who enjoy all the foodie treats Abergavenny has to offer.  
It’s great to know that people enjoy Grosmont and the surrounding 
area as much as we do. 

I used to manage the website and bookings for Trevyr Barn myself, 
but we’ve been using an online booking agency for the last couple of 
years.  It means paying them commission, but we get more visitors 
this way and I don’t have to worry about collecting rentals and     
managing bookings.   
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At the moment, of course, we are closed due to the Covid 19 lock-
down.  All of our bookings since mid-March have been deferred or 
cancelled, and at present we don’t know when we shall be able to re-
open.  I’ve been thinking about what we’ll have to change when we 
do.  Our agents have been great in providing resources and collating 
official guidance, including around effective cleaning procedures and 
products.  I’m using these to draw up our own cleaning and changeo-
ver protocol which we will share with our guests to reassure them.  
I’ve always preferred to greet guests personally to show them round 
and make them feel welcome, but we may have to move to a contact-
less check-in procedure using the key safe to maintain social distanc-
ing.   

Our agents also recommend that we think about removing non-
essential items such as books, maps and toys to minimise surfaces 
that could potentially become contaminated.  It will be a pity to lose 
all the touches that make the property more personal and welcom-
ing, but my priority will be to make our guests feel safe and confident.   

We are all facing lots of uncertainty at the moment, but I am hopeful 
that we will be able to open at some point this summer.  I feel confi-
dent that many people will want to holiday in Britain, even if air travel 
restrictions do get relaxed, and self-catering will be a popular choice. I 
am looking forward welcoming visitors back to our beautiful area. 

By Louise Minford 
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Louise and her team look forward to welcoming visitors to Trevyr Barn soon. 
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If you are part of our local community and would like to tell our readers about a 

day in the life of your  farm or business, just submit your article in Word to 

gilliy@fresto.net with any pictures as attachments to your email.  

We will do our best to find space. 

BE AWARE! 

If you are contacted by anyone saying that they are from the 

COVID track and trace team DO NOT GIVE THEM YOUR BANK 

DETAILS OR CARD DETAILS!  

Genuine callers will never ask you for these. Tests under the scheme 

are free of charge. 

THANK YOU  

 

TO RICHARD FOR KEEPING GROSMONT POST OFFICE AND SHOP 

OPEN AS USUAL THROUGHOUT THE LAST MONTHS.  

THE WHOLE COMMUNITY ARE VERY GRATEFUL FOR THIS LIFELINE 

AND FOR ALL THAT YOU DO FOR US. 

YOU ARE APPRECIATED! 

 

THANK YOU SO MUCH!   
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Remembering the man who founded Barnardo’s  

 

It was 175 years ago, on 4th July 1845, that Thomas Barnardo, the humanitari-
an and philanthropist, was born in Dublin. He founded Barnardo’s, a charity 
which continues to care for vulnerable children and young people.  

 

The son of a furrier, he worked as a clerk until converted to evangelical Christi-
anity in 1862. He moved to London, intending to study medicine and become a 
missionary in China. He never qualified as a doctor – despite being known as 
Dr Barnardo – and soon decided that his real calling was to help poor children 
living on the streets of London, where one in five children died before their 
fifth birthday.  

 

He opened his first home for boys in 1870 and soon vowed never to turn a 
child away. Most Victorians saw poverty as shameful, associating it with poor 
morals and laziness, but Barnardo refused to discriminate. He made sure boys 
were trained and found them apprenticeships.  

 

When Barnardo died in 1905, he left 96 homes caring for more than 8,500 vul-
nerable children, including those with learning difficulties. Because he believed 
that children should ideally grow up in a family setting, in 1887 he introduced 
an early form of fostering – boarding out children to host families. 

 

Tim Lenton 

 

Have you taken a ‘photo of our 

beautiful countryside that you 

would like to share with our     

readers? 

Submit to gilliy@fresto.net as an 

attachment to your email descrip-

tion (in Word please) and we will 

do our best to include them. 
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This lovely poem was sent in by Sally Tyler 
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Back Yard Diary 

At last, we have flowers! The yard looks like a giant mole has been 

at work, we still have  mounds of scrap metal and rubbish from the 

excavations and we need at least ten trips to the dump, but every-

thing that we planted is flowering beautifully. 

Last year I bought some lilies from the gardening club sale but un-

fortunately while we were on holiday, lily beetles (bright red shield 

shaped critters)  chomped their way through all the buds and by the 

time we came home there were only sticky stalks left. and a few of 

the guilty parties still at the scene.  Lo and behold, this year all the 

lilies flowered and some were nearly as tall as me! I had forgotten 

what colours they were meant to be, so it was all a lovely surprise! 

We are very lucky to have been given plants by friends and neigh-

bours and so beans, sage, tomatoes are growing well. Gary got me a 

little greenhouse and I have started off with sweet peas, pink nastur-

tiums , Guernsey lilies, liatris and lupins. 

We are looking forward to visiting an open garden next week . 

Many local people are opening their gardens as part of a charity 

fundraiser for the St Michael’s hospice so we look forward to seeing 

how beautiful gardens can look without junk heaps in them! 
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Garden roses are so beautiful and 

smell delicious. This one is ‘Duchesse 

of Cornwall’  

The recent heavy rain and wind has 

given these weighty heads a battering 

as the stems are rather thin to support 

such a blowsy bloom. 

These gorgeous roses work well as the 

feature flowers in arrangements and  

one can easily use a rose wire to sup-

port them. 

I’ve enjoyed incorporating 

some of the hydrangeas 

and peonies from the yard 

into arrangements along 

with bought eucalyptus.  

These peonies are ‘Duchess 

de Nemours.’ 

Having outside space has 

been a sanity-saver during 

these strange times. 

Hopefully we will all be able 

to open our homes to our 

friends soon.      Gilliy x 
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STEVE LUMPKIN 

Specialises in Stonework, blockwork, 

lime pointing, brickwork and         plas-

tering 

Can also undertake tiling, patios and 

more …. 

 

Mobile—078548 20984 

Home—01873 853095 

Call for any enquiries 

 

 

 

Restoration 

General Building and 
Genealogy  

 

I can offer a wide range of 
services in the building and 
plumbing trades. Energy 

efficiency in older buildings a 
speciality.  

All jobs considered.  

I can also help with your family 
tree research! 

 

Charlie Kensington 

07503 508092      

01600 750679 

ckensington@toucansurf.com 

 

 

 

                 

        

                    

                                   

                            

        

                         
                  

 

 

•                            
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mailto:ckensington@toucansurf.com
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NOTICE 

Due to recent events, the historic candlelit church of St James which lies between 

the A465 and the river Monnow at Llangua is closed at present for repairs. 

 

What effect will coronavirus have on society? 

 

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) has found that, following an initial peri-
od of great anxiety and confusion, now almost half the population understands 
that life will not return to normal within the next six months.  

 

Other findings include:     

 

75 per cent of us are “very worried” or “somewhat worried” about the effect 
that coronavirus is having on our lives now.   

 

Many parents have struggled with home schooling, with 33 per cent saying it 
has put a strain on family relationships. 

 

41 per cent of us expect our financial situation to get worse over the next 12 
months. 

 

41 per cent of us think that the wellbeing of our child or children is being nega-
tively affected. 

 

But it is not all bleak – a huge 57 per cent of us think that Britain will be more 
united in the future, and 67 per cent of us say that Britain will be kinder after 
coronavirus.  That is good news! 
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THE MOLE TRAPPER 

(Member of the Guild of British Mole 

Catchers) 

YOUR LOCAL, PROFESSIONAL, FAST AND 

FRIENDLY TRADITIONAL MOLE CATCHER 

PROVIDING A SERVICE WITH FIRST CLASS 

RESULTS 

Thirty years experience 

Fully insured 

No call out fee 

I won't make a mountain out of a 

molehill! 

T:- 01981 241 294 

 

Pass your driving 

test with 

GOLD STAR 

School of Motoring 

        F    – DVSA          

      g           . 

M     S       A             

      . 

T   01981 240078 

 

I    v                                  w    
                    g     , w            
   v   w           v        g           

  q                       . 

 I             v               w           ,   
     w    x             P    P           g. 
(T                      w    v              

                 .) 
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Ty Gwyn Cider extend a warm welcome to all  isitors at 
their farm cider shop near Pontrilas   We  o er free 
tastin s, and also do teas, co ees,  i s,    
t-shirts and a ran e of delicious local produce  
Our ciders ha e won presti ious awards and are all 
made with 100   uice   It s the real deal for cider lo ers! 
Simply take the turnin  from the main A4   
Aber a enny to Hereford road si nposted Rowlestone 
and you ll  nd us at the top of the hill  
Ty Gwyn Cider, Pen-Y-Lan Farm, Pontrilas HR2 0DL     
Tel: 01981 241 181 email: alex ty wyncider co uk web: 
www ty wyncider co uk 
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Learn to use a computer 

One to one tuition in your own 

home. 

Word Processing Internet and 

much  more, including  

Trouble Shooting. 

Call Judy Vaughan on  

01981 240 085 

Or Mobile 07815 630 562 

 

GROSMONT POST OFFICE AND 

STORES 

 

Telephone  

01981 240 301 

For all your needs 

 

Groceries          

Fruit and vegetables 

 

Confectionery      

Free range eggs 

Wide range of newspapers and 

magazines 

 

G OSMO    OW   ALL 

 I E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       k                     

Mrs Frances Lambert,  

94 Wern Gifford, Pandy  

NP7 BRU  

g              @       .    

 

TONY PHILLIPS 

Your Local En ineer 

For all Oil Fired Boiler Systems 

Heatin  Systems and Oil Tanks 

Ser iced, Commissioned 

Replaced and Installed 

OFTEC REGISTERED 

 

Tel: 01 00 7 0  23 or  

07971   08 9 
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The Angel Inn Website 

www.angelinngrosmont.co.uk 

mailto:hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com
http://www.angelinngrosmont.co.uk/
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HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS 

 

If someone you know is in hospital the 

chaplains can complement the 

pastoral and sacramental care the 

local church is proving. There are 

hospital chaplains on duty every 

weekday and also on Sunday 

mornings. 

Contacts:    

The Royal Gwent Hospital Newport  

Tel: 01633 234 263 

Email: alan.tyler@wales.nhs.uk 

Ne ill Hall, Aber a enny Tel: 01873 

732112 

Email: 

michael.marsden@wales.nhs.uk 

 

Discover the natural 

beauty of your voice 

 

Improve your range and  

develop confidence 

 

Improve muscle tone and  

circulation 

 

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM 

 

For special introductory 

rates for individual and 

group vocal  

Please contact Virginia on 

07872 612856 or email  

g        k   @g    .    
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R.J & R.B Mailes Family Butchers Est: 1892  

Of Ewyas Harold & The Golden Valley HR2 0EX  

Located Centrally, Opposite The Post Office 
01981 240 234 

Monday-Friday 8am – 5.30pm Saturday 8am – 1pm 

Meat sourced as locally as possible –  

* Beef- Including fattening our own cattle,  

   Eynon’s of Wormbridge, Sparey’s of Garway.  

* Lamb – R. Whistance of Garway. Ensors of     

Forest of Dean. 

* Pork – Woodland Pigs of Gloucestershire.  

Producing sausages, burgers & pies on the 

premises. Stocking a wide range of bread, 

cheeses, fish, sauces & condiments. Nescafe & 

Go available. Proud stockists of local organic 

potatoes & Herefordshire honey. If what you’re 

after isn’ t on display, no matter how unusual 

please ask – the alligator is in the freezer by 

the front door & the cooked pickled tongue is 

at your far right of the chiller cabinet!  

Telephone orders welcome & no minimum order 

required. We accept credit/debit cards & 

truffle cards (sign up to Truffle Herefordshire 

to receive our treat!) 

'MONMOUTHSHIRE REGISTRATION DISTRICT'  

Registration of Births and Deaths and Marriages 

A                        . T     g      O     , T   O   P      , 

       U k NP1  1GA   Open: M   -     9.00   - 4.00    

T          018 3  3 43    x 018 3  3 429.   

 

We welcome letters 

from our readers on any  

subject.  

In the case of letters that 

are critical of any        

person, business or    

organisation, a copy may 

be sent to the body   

concerned so that they 

are given the               

simultaneous right to 

reply. 

Anonymity of               

contributors can only be 

accepted in exceptional 

circumstances and at the 

discretion of the editor. 

Publication cannot be 

guaranteed and  is     

subject to space being   

available. 

~~~~~~~ 
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Emma Morgan 
Physiotherapy 
 Reach your  
potential  

 Home Visits  Falls   Mobility 
 Rehab   Long Term Conditions   

Assessment 

 Acute injuries   Post Operation   Exercises 
  Massage   Acupuncture  Advice 

Please rin  to discuss your needs  

Home  isits a ailable  
www emmamor anphysio co uk 01873 

821284 
07989407 4  

                 

           

                                  

                              

                                    

                                

      

                                   

                                

         

                                    

                                

                 

                                 

                                        

 

                               

                       

  

 

         
O TEC   g                

10296   
D        O             
        g              

P       , P           , 
        .  

A a s, Rayburns and Oil boilers   
Robin Smythe  

O TEC   g                   
3 89   

0749  0  42   
01 00 780371  

Robinjsmy@gmail.com  
www.boilermonmouth.co.uk  
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We will do our best to publish your personal and events notices. Just send your copy 

to gilliy@fresto.net by 9th of the month for inclusion in the next month’s edition. 
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TONY WEBB SERVICES 

SKENFRITH 01600 750224 

1.5,  3 and 5 ton Excavators with Driver 

Specialising in groundwork for 

*Extensions 

*Drainage 

*Landscaping 

*Horse Arenas etc 

     *Dumper  available 

   *Public Liability Insurance 

   *Precision measurement with laser level 

 

 

ACCOMMODATION 

The Old Rectory, in the unspoilt 

rural village of  

LLANGATTOCK-LINGOED 

B&B and Self catering available. 

SPECIAL OFFER for 3 nights B&B 

from December to March on Availability. 

e-mail  theoldrectory@live.co.uk 

Tel 01873 821326 

 

 

 

The Garden 

And Estate  

Machinery 

Specialists 

 

 

MONNOW MOWERS 

& MACHINERY LTD 

Wonastow Road Industrial    Es-

tate West Monmouth    • Mon-

mouthshire • NP5 3JA 

Telephone   01600 715520 

Facsimile 01600 715530 

 

Sales, hire, service 
Hedge & brush 
cutters 
Cultivators & 
chainsaws 
Ride on mowers 
Ready to use ma-
chinery 
Display show-
rooms 
Special Offer  
Every Week 
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If you would like to get in contact with the Grosmont market 
team, contact them via: grosmontmarket@hotmail.com . You 
can also find further information about the market on the Mar-
ket Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
grosmontmarket and Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
grosmontmarket/ 

mailto:grosmontmarket@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/grosmontmarket
https://www.facebook.com/grosmontmarket
https://www.instagram.com/grosmontmarket/
https://www.instagram.com/grosmontmarket/
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Editor:  David Pickup, a solicitor, considers some legal problems caused by lock-
down. 

 

Lawyers in Lockdown 

 
 For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver… (Isaiah 33:22) 

 

The last few months has proved a busy time for many solicitors. Sadly, the add-
ed stress, uncertainty, isolation, and changes to daily life brought on by corona-
virus has led to many disputes. People have ended up fighting their business 
contacts, colleagues, neighbours and even family members,   

 

Strangers may also prove a threat. There are increasing numbers of scam 
emails, as crooks try to hack into your computer or try to get you to invest in 
some get-rich-quick scheme. Then there are those advertisements for gambling 
on television. They are disguised as ‘fun’, but in reality, they are anything but 
fun: gambling during lockdown can escalate very quickly. 

 

The lockdown has thrown up some questions: what to do if the post office is 
prevented from delivering mail to tenants on an estate and whether you still 
have to pay rent for a student accommodation if the student has gone home. 
The tenants have a right to receive mail and the answer to the other question is 
probably ‘yes’, because student lets are often for a fixed period without an op-
tion to end the letting early.   

 

People are spending more time close together, although in isolation. This can 
lead to domestic violence and anti-social behaviour. Neighbours, tenants and 
landlords can get on each other’s nerves.  Anti-social behaviour indoors or out-
doors is always taken seriously by the authorities.  

 

Some of us are spending more time in the garden and this can lead to noticing 
problems about that tree which overhangs your house and the branches that 
bang on the roof in a high wind or the fence that needs a repair.  

 

Being a good neighbour/colleague/family member is more important 
now than ever. It is always best to first talk to people - at a safe distance! 
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 The new absolutely-must-have item for your kitchen 

 

“Here is a curious winner in the coronavirus crisis: the humble egg cup. It has 
been flying off the shelves in recent months, as more of us find solace in a cooked 
breakfast. 

At one point, John Lewis had sold out of most of its egg cups, with even the most 
expensive lines selling out. (Such as Le Creuset’s set of six egg cups for £45, or Em-
ma Bridgwater’s set of six for £27.95.) 

As Nicola Hattersley, tableware buyer for John Lewis, explained: “One positive 
from being at home more is taking the time to make mealtimes more of an occa-
sion.   

“The humble egg cup – something many of us haven’t used since childhood – is 
gracing tables once again and hopefully we’ll see a new generation becoming 
familiar with ‘soldiers’ and debating the best way to smash open a boiled egg.” 

 

I read the above article with mixed feelings. It’s great that families are 

finding more time to eat together but really, how long does it take to boil 

an egg? I had no idea that eggs and soldiers had not been the norm late-

ly! I must be a fossil. 

A fresh egg or two and a bit of wholemeal is a great start to the day sure-

ly? Cheap and full of protein. The Burgess household has a goodly stock 

of egg cups and cosies at the ready. 

When we feel fed up there’s nothing like nostalgia to warm the cockles 

and I think eggs and soldiers probably do just that. Supermarket shelves 

have been denuded of baking goods for months because we’ve all been 

whipping up enough cakes and cookies to feed an army. People who’ve 

never fashioned so much as a cornflake cake are now blogging and tweet-

ing about macaroons and soggy bottoms. 

I think there’s something very trustworthy about a slice of home made  

cake in a world where mono flourophosphates, palm oil and diglycerides of 

fatty acids are high on the list of ingredients in processed foods.  

Deeelicious! Not.  

Perhaps we are all just looking for comfort in uncertain times? x    
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INFORMATION ON CHURCH SERVICES AND ACCESS DURING THE VIRUS  

Please note that the churches will remain closed for the time bein  until the 

Welsh government announce that it is safe to open them once more. 

It may be that the opening could be staged so that once again buildings are open 

for private prayer with social distancing being observed but resumption of ser-

vices postponed until a later date. Whatever happens, we will strive to keep you 

up to date. Risk assessments are in the process of being carried out.  

In the meantime virtual services and prayer groups are available. Details of these 

and contact information can be found in Mary Moore s article on pa e 43.  

Parish Contacts are listed on page 53.  

Due to the nature of the Coronavirus emergency, events, services and health in-

formation may be subject to change at short notice. 
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People’s Warden Mark Potter gives us an insight into how the pandemic has             

impacted on his work at St Nicholas Church Grosmont. 

My recent involvement with St Nicholas’ began about three and a half years ago 
when Martyn Jackson, after over 40 years of being the key holder, went into hospi-
tal for a back operation and someone was needed to take over the daily unlocking 
and locking of the church. When volunteers were sought, Lynne piped up in true 
wifely fashion, “We’ll do that, won’t you Mark?”. 

At the following Easter Vestry meeting I was elected as the “People’s Warden” 

which added a few additional tasks to my routine, mainly involved with maintaining 

general order, the fabric of the church, and collecting offerings at the Sunday ser-

vice. 

The twice daily routine of opening and closing the church became a very enjoyable 

part of each day, combining the obligation that dog walkers feel each morning and 

evening with privileged access to a beautiful and spiritual place. 

When lockdown began, I continued the same schedule for a while, but more re-

cently have reduced this to a once a day visit to check security, move food bank 

contributions to safe storage, and walk a circuit of the outside of the building. 

The lockdown conditions imposed by the diocese are very strict, requiring written 

consent from the bishop for each occasion when someone requests access to the 

building. In practical terms though, this imposes very difficult restrictions when, for 

instance, a service engineer pitches up to service the fire safety equipment. I have 

also felt it necessary to leave the nave doors wide open on two occasions to allow 

trapped birds to find their way out, and once on a very sunny day, to allow the ac-

cumulating dampness rising up from the nave floor to dissipate. 

Many in our community have questioned why it was felt necessary to lock church 

buildings for access by individuals, and it is indeed very difficult to see how the risk 

of the occasional visitor entering the church for their own spiritual needs could be 

judged to be as risky as queuing in a supermarket, for instance. It has been an-

nounced that churches in England will be allowed to open for private prayer from 

the 20th of June but here in Wales our guidance remains: “discussions are taking 

place with Welsh Government over the possible re-opening of churches, led by the 

Archbishop with the Faith Communities Forum”. 

Thank you to Mark for all his hard work in caring for this ancient and beautiful 

church. 
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Actual complaints received by a resort chain (before lockdown!)    

 

On my holiday to India, I was disgusted to find that almost every restaurant 
served curry. I don't like spicy food.    

We booked an excursion to a water park, but no one told us we had to bring our 
own swimsuits and towels. We assumed it would be included in the price.    

The beach was too sandy. We had to clean everything when we returned to our 
room.   

No one told us there would be fish in the water. The children were scared.   

 

It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica to England. It took the Ameri-
cans only three hours to get home. This seems unfair.    

 

We had to line up outside to catch the boat and there was no air-conditioning. 

  

I was bitten by a mosquito. The brochure did not mention mosquitoes. 

  ** 

Coronavirus:  For the first time in history, we can help save the human race by 
lying in front of the TV and doing nothing.  Let’s not mess this one up! 

** 

The queue 

While waiting in a long queue early one morning for the supermarket to open 
for us ‘seniors’, I was surprised to see a young man saunter along and try to cut 
in at the front of the queue. A furious old lady waved her cane at him, and he 
quickly backed away. 

A moment later, the young man tried again. He managed to dodge the old lady, 
but then two old men started shouting at him. Again, the young man backed 
away. 

But he wasn’t giving up, and soon the young man approached the queue for the 
third time. By now, all of us pensioners were ready for him, an angry wall of 
opposition. 

The young man stood there for a moment, and then shrugged his shoulders. "If 
you people won't let me unlock the door, none of you will ever get in to shop." 



 36 

 

DO YOU NEED SUPPORT?  

Anxiety? Low mood? Can’t sleep? 

Over thinking?  

Post traumatic stress symptoms? 

If you are experiencing any of 

these, I can help and support 

you. 

I offer help and therapy in a 

location near you as a Registered 

Mental Health Nurse, with 17 

years NHS experience.  I am fully 

insured and abide by the strict 

code of professional conduct of 

the NMC.  Please contact me, 

Michelle, on 07980767445. 

 

 

 

CROSS ASH LUNCH CLUB 

Anyone is welcome to come and enjoy a lovely lunch at Red Castle 

Tearoom . Here you will feel welcome in an instant. 

The club meets on the last Friday of each month starting at noon. 

Cross Ash Lunch Club was started some twenty years ago and has 

been supported by various grants and gifts since then, unfortunately 

we have not yet secured support for 2020 and need to cover the costs 

ourselves. This is typically only £10 for a two course meal thanks to 

the generosity of Red Castle. 

Come and join us when Covid restrictions are lifted! 

Check the next date and book your place by phoning Mabel Martin 

01873 821473 or Alan Llewellyn 01873 821429 

More news, pictures and events on www.grosmont.wales 
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Workin  To ether, Grosmont  

 

Because of the spread of the Coronavirus, many people are feeling very vul-

nerable. However, we are not alone. We are all part of a community, a 

strong Grosmont community, and we will try to help each other.  

We can start by minimising the risks to ourselves and others by following 

the guidelines. If we have symptoms of the virus (a new continuous cough 

and/or a high temperature): • We should stay at home for 7 days (self-

isolate). If we live with other people, they should stay at home for 14 days. 

(It may take 7 days for their symptoms to appear) • We should not go to 

our GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital.  

We do not need to contact 111 to tell them we are staying at home. How-

ever, if we feel we cannot cope at home, our condition gets worse or our 

symptoms do not get better after 7 days, we should complete the corona-

virus symptom checker on: nhsdirect.wales.nhs.uk If you have no internet 

access, call 111 from your phone. In a medical emer ency, dial 999. For the 

latest information, see the NHS Website.  

Need Support? If you are self-isolating, we will try to give you practical sup-

port, e.g. with emergency shopping or collecting prescriptions. Local resi-

dent volunteers will deliver your goods but not enter your house, to keep 

them and you safe. We are not a professional body but will do what we can 

within reason.  

If, at any point over the next few weeks or months, you need someone to 

help in some way please contact one of the coordinators: By email: work-

ingtogethergrosmont@gmail.com (saying what kind of help you need and 

contact details). By phone: Alison or Richard Brown - (01981) 240563 Paul 

Sheridan - (01981) 241047 Jenny Harter - (01981) 241488 Jan Chatfield - 

(01981) 240692 If anyone else would like to join the database of volunteers, 

please also contact us. 
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EASY SUDOKU MEDIUM SUDOKU 
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Discover the natural beauty 

of your voice 

 

Improve your range and  

develop confidence 

 

Improve muscle tone and  

circulation 

 

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM 

 

For special introductory 

rates for individual and 

group vocal  

Please contact Virginia on 

07872 612856 or email  

g        k   @g    .    

 

 

 

CARPENTER AVAILABLE 

For cupboards, doors, hard wood  

flooring, garden structures,  

ALSO wall and floor tiling 

Contact: Paul Ackerman  

01989 770098  

paulackerman@phonecoop.coop   Website: 

ackermancarpentry.co.uk 

mailto:paulackerman@phonecoop.coop
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TED WILLIAMS AND SONS  

ESTABLISHED 1883 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS  

AN INDEPENDENT FIRM PROVIDING A PERSONAL SERVICE DAY AND 

NIGHT  

TO ABERGAVENNY AND SURROUNDING RURAL AREAS  

PRE-PAID PLANS AVAILABLE 

• DEDICATED CHAPEL AND REST ROOMS 

•  LARGE CAR PARK 

PARK ROAD FUNERAL HOME, 

ABERGAVENNY  

Tel: 01873 8 3942 / 8 43 8 

ROSS VINCENT 

your local painter & decorator
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                 . 

To arran e a quote call: 

01981 240 72  

079    18 99  
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New Ways of Bein  Church 

Life since Covid 19 has made many changes in all our lives, some changes have been 
easier to deal with and others, like not being able to meet with family are much 
more challenging. I know that for me the internet and online communication has 
been a lifeline for keeping in touch, ‘seeing’ family and sharing the normal parts of 
life that are so much a part of how relationships work.  

When lockdown began and the church buildings closed, we wanted to ensure that 
there was a way of meeting together ‘however virtually’ to share worship in services 
and in the mutual support that happens when we meet together. I was familiar with 
‘Skype’ so, thinking that lockdown would only be 3 or 4 weeks we began with that. A 
simple order of service sheet for Family Service or Morning Prayer is sent out with 
the meeting link on email the evening before the service is due to take place.  

It is great to see people from the different churches in the benefice coming together 
and being prepared to tackle I.T. that has been new and challenging for many of us. 

The young people in particular, have been really positive about getting involved  . 

During Holy Week I posted a daily activity with a short bible reading for preparing 
for Easter Sunday and received pictures of the creative activities of some of those 
who took part. 

 

As the weeks went by and through St Padarn’s Institute (Church in Wales training) I 

became familiar and confident with ‘Zoom’ as an online meeting format. It was de-

cided that we would offer a Tuesday morning ’Morning Prayer’ service to the bene-

fice on ‘Zoom’ for those who did not have, or were not familiar with ‘Skype’. This 

was immediately taken up and is enjoyed and valued. 
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It is challenging to learn new ways of doing things and I have been grateful for all 
the help I have had, which means I can now help anyone who would like practise 
sessions, to get used to this new technology. The differences in online church have 
been challenging at times as the tech will only cope with one voice at a time and it 
can be tricky to share with each other and ensure that we can all hear and see the 
people who are involved. This has taken practice for all of us.  

As the Sunday morning Family Service was growing it was decided to move it from 
Skype to ‘Zoom’ as this enables easier viewing of all the participants and better con-
trol of the sound, which improves our experiences. Music and singing together 
which is so much a part of our worship in services, is difficult online, so different 
young people are singing for us each week at the Family service and Jean Cooper-
Smith has been playing a short piece of wonderful, worshipful music for us at the 
start of the Tuesday Morning Prayer service.  

Readings and prayers within the Family service are done by different people each 
week so that we are sharing together and are all involved as God’s family. Any pray-
er requests are welcome so we can support the concerns that each of us has in 
prayer. 

At the end of each service there is an opportunity for everyone who is attending to 
share something about their week, this means we can support each-other and catch 
up with what is going on in the wider church family.  As these services are internet 
based it does not matter where you are living during lockdown, anyone can be in-

volved and it has been great to see people from further afield joining us   

I am so grateful to everyone who is involved in taking part in and leading the ser-
vices we are offering as this really enables us to share in our worship together. For 
me, this different format of meeting as the church of God has illustrated the truth 
of ‘church’ being the people and not the building. Once we are able to re-open our 
beautiful buildings for private prayer and for services once again it will be valuable 
to discuss whether the online church service will still have a place for us as God’s 
family in the variety of ways in which we meet and worship together.  

If you would like to join any of the 30-40 minute services; Family Service is on Sun-
days at 10am and Morning Prayer on Tuesdays at 9.30am, you are very welcome. 
Please contact me on marykmoore50emar@gmail.com and I will send you the link 
and the service sheet. I would encourage you to try this different (Zoom) format. I 
have been told that some people decided to give it a go thinking they wouldn’t like 
it but do find it an enjoyable way to pray and worship together and it is always 
great to catch up with people who we may not have seen for a long time.  

God bless, Mary Moore (ordinand) 

mailto:marykmoore50emar@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY GREEN ENERGY ADVISORY GROUP 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT GRANT 2020 

FUNDING IS AVAILABLE FOR COMMUNITY 

BENEFIT PROJECTS IN THE COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL AREAS OF LLANARTH FAWR COM-

MUNITY COUNCIL, LLANTILIO CROSSENNY 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND GROSMONT 

FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THIS YEARS GRANT ALLO-

CATION IN THE ABOVE AREAS   

FULL DETAILS OF HOW TO APPLY, ELIGIBILTY, SUMS AVAILA-

BLE ETC.  CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEBSITE  

www.communitygreenenergy.co.uk  

APPLICATION FORMS WILL AVAILABLE FROM 1.07.2020 

AND THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS 31.08.2020 

FULL DETAILS / FORMS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE 

ABOVE WEBSITE OR BY APPLYING, IN WRITING, TO:- 

 THE ADMINISTRATOR, COMMUNITY GREEN ENERGY ADVI-

SORY GROUP, C/O THE OLD POST OFFICE, LLANARTH, NR 

RAGLAN, USK, NP15 2AU 
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www.hypnotherapybygill.co.uk or 

email 

               g  @          .    

B I G SOME  EA E BA K 

I  O  OU  LIFE 

 

 

Monmouth Montessori School 
Creative Learning for 2 – 11yrs 

 
Children taught as individuals, at their own pace, leading to high results; scholarships often 

achieved. 

 

Small friendly classes in a beautiful setting close to Skenfrith. 

Www.monmouthmontessorischool.co.uk 

Llangattock- ibon-Avel  NP25 5N  
01600 772213 

Principal  rs  osemary  haley BSc Hons P CE (Cantab) 

 

 

 

Tom Finn         

Photography   

Freelance Photographer 

Commercial, weddings, 

parties, portraiture, pets 

and animals. 

Fully insured, profes-

sional service at competi-

tive prices. 

Contact– facebook Tom 

Finn Photography 

Or call 01873 890468 

mailto:hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com
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ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICES 
 OMAN CATHOLIC CHU CH SE VICES A E HELD  AT  ELMONT, 

HE E O D, A E GAVENNY AND MONMOUTH  C CHU CHES. 

C      : P      P     : 01432 2  319 
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Thank you to everyone who has helped their neighbour during the crisis. Thank 

you to volunteers collecting shopping; to Richard for keeping the village shop 

open, a lifeline in so many ways; to Chloe and Jim for all the take –away food and 

drinks deliveries; to Jane for her fantastic work on the village website keeping us 

up to date with vital information. Thank you to those sharing prayers and to eve-

ryone giving their time to chat and keep spirits up. YOU ARE ALL APPRECIATED!   
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  SKENFRITH PARISH                          
HALL 

Well furnished fully licensed community hall available for hire 

for private parties, meetings, trade shows, classes,  

exhibitions, weddings, plays, etc. 

 

* Well equipped kitchen 

*Staging/ Stage lighting 

* Committee Room 

* Court Yard 

* Disabled Access & Facilities 

*Discount rate for Charities & Youth 

Organisations 

                MORE INFORMATION 

Contact Ann 01600 750434                    E-mail: robandann@live.co.uk 

Please contact for latest opening/event 

information following recent floods. 

 

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS! 

Pop along to St Nicholas church porch if you need a good read! 

Books available free of charge for borrowing or exchange. Please 

observe social distancing and wash our hands before and after  

making your selection. 

Books in good clean condition welcome.  

Refresh your bookshelves today.  

mailto:robandann@live.co.uk


 49 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

RECOGNIZING A STROKE 

 

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke 

are difficult to identify. 

Unfortunately, the lack of 

awareness spells disaster. The 

stroke victim may suffer severe 

brain damage when people nearby 

fail to recognize the symptoms of a 

stroke.  Now doctors say a 

bystander can recognize a stroke by 

asking three simple questions:  

S  Ask the individual to SMILE. 

T  Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A 

SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently) 

R  Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 

If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of 

these tasks, call emergency number 

immediately and describe the symptoms 

to the dispatcher. 

 

NOTE:  Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: 

Ask the person to 'stick' out their tongue. 

If the tongue is 'crooked', if it goes to 

one side or the other, that is also an 

indication of a stroke. 

 

          KILPECK ART CLUB                                                                  
Our spring Season began on February 24th 2020.  

We meet on Mondays from 2pm–4pm in Kilpeck 

Village Hall, HR2 9DW except for bank holidays. 

Our members come from a wide area so it may be 

possible to arrange lifts. Please contact Jenny 

Davies (Secretary) at                        jen64da-

vies@gmail.com for details. 

mailto:jen64davies@gmail.com
mailto:jen64davies@gmail.com
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ARCHERY IN THE NAVE 
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 ll ages are welcome 

 Primary school age children 

must be accompanied by an 

adult). 

 ost £3.00 per person per      

session. 

 

 

 

Da id Jones  

 

 

Your County 

Councillor  

 

I am always happy to hear from      

residents of Crucorney Ward about 

any council issues that affect them. 

Please contact me on  

01873 821497 or 07561 475563 

DavidWJones@monmouthshire.gov.uk 

 

GWENT ARCHIVES 

Gwent Archi es opened at its new site in Ebbw 

Vale in 2011. The magnificent new facilities 

provide: 

An ideal environment for you to use the unique 

collection of documents.  Around 10km of state 

of the art storage so the Collection can be 

preserved for future generations and we can go 

on collecting - we are always keen to hear from 

people with documents they think might be of 

interest.  Lecture and group facilities so people 

can learn more about using the resources. A 

modern archive conservation studio where you 

can see the delicate work of repair and 

conservation carried out. 

Opening Hours:  

Monday to Friday 9:30 - 5:00 pm   

2nd Saturday each month: 10.00am - 4.00pm. 

Visit Us: Gwent Archives, Steelworks Road Ebbw 

Vale Blaenau Gwent NP23 6AA 

Telephone Enquiries: 01495 353363 Email: 

enquiries@gwentarchives.gov.uk 

 

GARWAY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

 AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

Sports, Concerts, Meetin s, Music, Fund Raisin  

E ents, Family Parties, Weddin  Receptions   

 Reasonable Rates 

                                   

                                                             

                              

                                                   

                                          

                    - 

•                              

•  S                                

•        -             

 For details and to book Community Centre 

contact Hilary or Austen Keenan  

 01 00 7 0243 

Check your booking  www  arway or  uk 

http://www.gwentarchives.gov.uk/our-collection.aspx
mailto:enquiries@gwentarchives.gov.uk
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YOUR CHURCH LINK 2020 
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 The price of subscription remains unchanged at £10 per year for A4 and £8 for the new A5 

edition. Prompt payment would be appreciated in order to keep costs down. To view 

Church Link online please go to  https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/m171/

church-link/    There will be no charge for this service. 

Please remember that we rely on kind  olunteers to deli er our ma azine to those who 

are unable to collect it themsel es  Ma azines may be a ailable for collection from the 

usual outlets in ad ance of personal deli ery   Thank you to all our  olunteers, we appreci-

ate your help   ery much  
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Produce show 2020 ~Saturday 29th August 

A reminder of the trophy donated in memory of Ivor Crump by 

his daughter, Carol Pitt. 

Ivor was a big supporter of the show and his name appears    

several times on trophies. 

It will be awarded to the group of people who gain most points 

in the co-operative classes at this year’s show. 

Why not get together with friends or neighbours to enter these 

classes this year? 

Please take a look at the show details and entry forms on the         

Grosmont village website. Everyone is welcome and the show is 

a lot of fun for all ages. 

 

SCAM ALERT! 

If you are called or emailed by anyone purportin  to be from the tax authorities, 

Amazon Prime, a bank etc etc claimin  that a payment from you has not been 

successful or that you are owed funds by them DO NOT GIVE YOUR BANK DE-

TAILS  The messa e is in all probability a scam   Senders are  phishin   for infor-

mation that they can use to empty your account  

Bona  de companies or banks will NEVER ask for your passwords, PIN codes etc  

Moreo er, do not call the company for clari cation usin  the number that they 

ha e sent you as this will also be part of the scam  

If you ha e been scammed in this way, TELL THE POLICE    
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PARISH CONTACTS 
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G              : Wardens:               01981 240436 

M  k P      01981 2403 0 

Treasurer L      M        P   Sec: A    w H      

Na e bookings: A    w H      01981 241488 

Organist:                 01981 240301  

 

L           g           Wardens: M  g     M      018 3 821210 

S     T     018 3 821 42 P   Sec:                

Treasurer D v   M     

 

L   g     k L  g            Wardens:     P       0 399 6 4110 

C        P      018 3 821240 

Treasurer and organist: C        P      P   Sec: E    Ev    

 

Sk              : Wardens: D     N   ,       v        x           

w         Sk       . Treasurer: P              0 9 3 831309 P   

Sec: P        V      Organist: Nelson Whaley 07866 267144 

Sk             B  k  g   A     P     k 01600   0434 

  U    LI K MAGAZI E 

Editor: Gilliy Burgess Email: gilliy@fresto.net 
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A Heartfelt Thanks from Gaynor 

 

We hope to resume a printed copy of the magazine for August. Unfortunately we 

will not be able to supply back copies for the months when we have been unable to 

go to print. Thank you for your understanding in these difficult times. 
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Gardening Against the Odds? 

 

The Conservation Foundation has relaunched  ardening Against the Odds as a 
virtual network and is getting some excellent interest.  

 

As a result, it may be making a radio series soon, featuring some of the pro-
jects it has discovered over the years which show how people combat ‘odds’ – 
mental, physical and environmental - by gardening, even when they have no 
garden.   

 

These people plant seeds which they watch grow, eventually producing 
growth leading to flowers and fruit. Sometimes they work alone, sometimes 
there is an opportunity to share, producing a sense of community.  All this is 
nothing new, but many people are discovering the benefits of gardening as a 
result of lockdown – discovering how gardening can help combat loneliness 
and depression with a sense of caring and wellbeing sometimes with life 
changing results. 

 

This is a very topical issue and so if you have discovered the benefits of gar-
dening recently – or know someone who has – the Conservation Foundation 
would love to hear from you as soon as possible.  

Please contact : davidshreeve@conservationfoundation.co.uk.  

Facebook @gardeningagainsttheodds  websitehttps://
conservationfoundation.co.uk/projects/gardening-against-the-odds/ 

 

mailto:davidshreeve@conservationfoundation.co.uk
https://conservationfoundation.co.uk/projects/gardening-against-the-odds/
https://conservationfoundation.co.uk/projects/gardening-against-the-odds/
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GROSMONT AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 

We have members from a wide area but visitors and new members are always welcome. 

Contact Marion on 01981 241161 or Jan 01600 750295 for further   information or email 

grosmontgardenclub@yahoo.com Find us on Grosmont  Village website (Village Groups) 

and we are also on Facebook.  

CHURCH SERVICE VIA ZOOM 

The Grosmont Group of Churches are now offering 2 online services. 

Sunday morning ‘Family Service’ at 10.00am  on Zoom 

Tuesday morning ‘Morning Prayer’ at 9.30am on Zoom. 

For more information, help, support and to receive the connection links to 

these please contact 

marykmoore50emar@gmail.com 

Tidal wave of sales coming 

BARGAIN HUNTERS~ 

“This summer will be an absolute bonanza for shoppers, and they should be 
selective and patient… discounting will continue throughout the summer.”  So 
says Clive Black, a retail analyst at Shore Capital. 

He explains that billions of pounds worth of winter stock is coming over to the 
UK on container ships, but the retail warehouses are still full of unsold sum-
mer stock... “The magnitude of what has happened has never been seen in 
modern times.” 

No wonder, then, that some analysts predict that shops will offer up to 70 per 
cent off throughout July, August and September.   

Many of us are striving to use and waste less. However, the predicted sales could 

be a good way of buying clothing cheaply in advance, for children who outgrow 

their clothes so quickly. 

It would also be an affordable  way of buying a better quality garment that is 

more hard wearing and longer-lasting than you might normally buy, so sav-
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Llangattock Lingoed Sweepstake 

Congrats to the winners! 

New members welcome. Email jean.pandy@gmail.com 

 1st prize £22.50 149 Helen Rowland 

  

2nd prize £17.00 176 Befhan Whelan 

 

3rd prize £12.50 156 Margaret Emery  

The man who created Sherlock Holmes 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the multi-talented writer who created Sherlock 
Holmes, the world’s most famous detective, died 90 years ago, on 7th July 
1930 at his home in Sussex, probably of a heart attack. He was 71. 

He had been born in Edinburgh to a prosperous Irish-Catholic family with a 
dysfunctional father and a loving mother who had a talent for inventing sto-
ries. He spent seven years in a Jesuit boarding school in England, which he 
loathed, and qualified as a medical doctor at the University of Edinburgh. He 
added ‘Conan’ to his name at that stage.  

He wrote the first Sherlock Holmes story, A Study in Scarlet, in 1887. In all, he 
wrote nearly 60 novels or short stories involving Holmes and his sidekick, Dr 
Watson. He did not regard them as his best work – he wrote prolifically on 
many subjects – but their characterisation and ingenious plotting made them 
by far the most popular.   

He was married twice – first to “gentle and amiable” Louisa Hawkins, the sis-
ter of one of his patients, and then, after she died of tuberculosis in 1906, to 
the “strikingly beautiful” and talented Jean Leckie. Towards the end of his life 
he developed a strong interest in the occult and spiritualism. He was knighted 
in 1902. 
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Green T: Massage therapy  

Tanya Ong  
offers Swedish Massage, Hot Stone 
Therapy and Indian Head Massage in 
30/60 minute sessions. Relax in the 
private therapy room situated in the heart 
of Part-Y-Seal.  Massage is ideal for 
stress relief and relieving muscle tension. 
Pure relaxation is the order of the day so 
take advantage of the peaceful 

surroundings and 
book a massage now 
either for yourself or 
as a unique gift for 
someone special! gift 
vouchers available. 
Part-Y-

Seal, Grosmont, 
Abergavenny, NP7 8LE                
 
 
Tel: 01981 240814  
www.partyseal.co.uk 

 

 

KEITH HOCKEY 

PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES 

MOBILE 07960 442 755 

HOG’S HEAD, TREADAM 

LLANTILIO CROSSENNY,  

ABREGAVENNY, NP7 8TA 

OFTEC REGISTERED 

NVQ ACCREDITED 

OIL INSTALLATIONS 

 

FINANCE FOR  

BUSINESSES 

      

Funding arranged for:- 

• machinery, 

• vehicles 

• premises 

• land 

• alternative energy projects 

working capital 

For a local, personal service please contact: 

Steve Morgan 

Mobile:      07342 651040 

E-mail:   

steve@rural-finance.co.uk 

mailto:steve@rural-finance.co.uk
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GERALD BENJAMIN 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

All electrical work undertaken 

DOMESTIC, INDUSTRIAL, AGRICUL-

TURAL  

OR COMMERCIAL 

TESTING AND INSPECTING 

CONTACT ME FOR A QUOTE ON 

TELEPHONE 01981  80 129 

FAX                 01981  80 129 

MOBILE         07971 8 2 873 

Email: geraldbenj@outlook.com  

 

 

 

 
 

Julian Tooley 

 

Independent 

Funeral 

Director and  

Monumental Mason 

24hr personal service 

 
 

Telephone  
 
 

01873 855 120 

 St Nicholas Church     
Grosmont   

i 
s a fine medieval building 
but, much more than that, it 
is also the people of the com-
munity who live and work in 

our beautiful parish. The church 
stands as a powerful reminder of 
what community life meant to 
the people of past centuries; to-
day it remains a symbol for 
shared experience and the spirit 
of community. For baptisms, 
weddings, funerals and other oc-
casional services please contact 
the Ministry Team.  

mailto:geraldbenj@outlook.com
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