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One of the things I have enjoyed doing during lockdown is watching the series Se-

crets of the National Trust. It’s fascinating hearing the stories of the families and 

engaging with the history of the buildings. I love the opportunity of seeing the 

things not normally on display, and hearing how often history repeats itself, with 

fortunes being lost and some gained!  

However, one of the downsides to viewing My5 is the constant repetition of ad-

verts. It seems that at every programme break the same advert is played time and 

again until you quickly learn the message verbatim. One such group of adverts that 

has caused me to think has been those put out by Nationwide. ‘A message to self’ 

for six months after lockdown has finished.  

“How are you? I mean that because we actually mean it at the minute when we’re 

checking in with each other. We really actually care about the answer -” as one 

says. As I am writing we are beginning to see a loosening of the lockdown rules, 

and already it seems, for some, that this awful pandemic was nothing but a distant 

nightmare. I hear of people going back to normality and it saddens me. 30,000 

people descending on a beach in Dorset with little thought of protection, except 

sun cream, and little care for the safety of the community they are imposing them-

selves on. It seems, for many, the dangers have been forgotten and are a thing of 

the past.  

The Corona virus has been, and still is horrific and devastating for so many, disrup-

tive and challenging for many more, and yet, in the midst, there have been some 

real positives. Our environment has benefited for this short time with less emis-

sions being pumped into the atmosphere. So many communities have come to-

gether to support and encourage each other, to care for the vulnerable and those 

in need in ways that are life enhancing. Those of us not on the frontline have been 

given the space and time to stop and take stock. Maybe to re-evaluate what is truly 

important to us, just like in the Nationwide advert .                                                                             

cont. 
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I was recently at a cremation where, for the service before mine, 50 plus people 

had gathered outside the locked crematorium gates. It was a beautiful day and 

people were laughing together, talking and embracing each other. There seemed to 

be a feel of ‘holiday’. It was a wonderful sight until you remember we are supposed 

to be self distancing, looking out for each other’s safety and not being potential 

carriers of the virus. I went shopping, and although people were patiently distanc-

ing whilst in the queue, once inside the shop they seemed to retreat into their own 

bubble with no thought of others, no waiting or being respectful of other shoppers 

needs, no order, just everyone for themselves. As we begin to move out of lock-

down I wonder whether society will take stock of the slower more caring way of life 

most of us will surely have experienced over these last months. I wonder whether 

we will embrace different ways of being, that are more meaningful and rooted, or 

whether we might be so eager to ‘go back’ to the money making rat race of what 

was familiar that we might not, as a society, lose some of the richness that we have 

found by being community.  

Many of the stories from those National Trust houses came from people who had 

gained great wealth but had lost themselves, and ultimately their fortunes and 

their success, through their materialistic ideals. It seems to me that a good way we 

can hold on to some of our own personal positives from these challenging times is 

to write a message to our future selves. To remind ourselves, when this is all in the 

dim and distant past, of what enhanced our lives, of what is worth keeping hold of 

and nurturing. Even what is worth fighting for!  

We have been living through history, and as a world we have the opportunity to be 

history makers, to try to turn around some of the destruction and less life enhanc-

ing practices that had become our ‘normal’! I hope we will be able to choose not to 

go back, but to embrace moving forward to define for ourselves a new normal that 

will be respectful of our world, and more respectful and equal of all who live within 

it.  

Please continue to stay safe, and if anyone would like to write a ‘message to self’ 

for publication in the next Church Link please forward it to Gilliy  

Gaynor 
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BACK YARD DIARY 

 

‘Little did we realise…A ubiquitous phrase, but so appropriate to the 

’journey’ (another one!) that Gary and I embarked on in our back 

yard. ’Garden’ is too grand a word by far to describe our outside 

space.  

At the beginning all was calm and birdsong as we contemplated the 

patch of dodgy 1970’s crazy paving at the side of the house and the 

long, thin, raised (think 4’6”) area at the back. 

The crazy patio will be relatively easy to transform with a decked 

area, a raised flower bed in one corner, a privacy trellis/fency  

thingamabob and a bit of a pergola. This area has become the nurse-

ry for growing things on in pots ready for planting out. 

The thin ,very raised area had three issues we thought (little did we 

realise…), the laurel hedge which was high, wide and dull, the apple 

tree which was higher than the house, wide and very beautiful when 

in blossom and finally (oh, the irony) the ground elder. 

The apple tree was entrusted to the professionals who pruned it very 

robustly. We worried that the tree might take offence but no, it had 

beautiful blossom once again in Spring and the little baby apples 

are  abundant. 

The laurel hedge was cut down and we were amazed to have gained a 

good four foot wide strip of extra ground. Gary dug up every root 

himself  and they were huge. But, roots weren’t the only things that 

he dug up, and we began to realise after tyre number four that 

things were not all blossom and birdsong at the house of Burgess! 
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With each root came a delivery of scrap metal or another tyre, until we had 

collected fourteen of them. The garage in Hereford that offers a recycling 

service was a lucky find, as the total number tyres excavated came to 15! 
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And then there was the scrap iron, old rope (no money for old rope 

unfortunately) and miscellaneous broken glass and pottery. No 

antiquities unless you count a poor little  orange plastic Christ-

mas cracker toy that made me feel quite teary, I know not why. 

We were out in all weathers and as the Coronavirus emergency de-

veloped we took out our fears and frustrations on that strip of pro-

testing land with it’s roots and it’s junk and it’s stabby little bits 

of detritus. 

Operation Ground Elder became our mission then. Gary dug and I 

riddled every last inch of that blessed soil, sifting and resifting 

through it like a crazed gold prospector.  The devious little rhi-

zomes of that pernicious weed are white, and the tiniest piece left in 

the ground can, and does, grow like Topsy in no time at all. I rid-

dled literally tons of soil.  Mud-smeared was the new black. 

Apparently the Romans decided to bring Ground Elder to this 

country as a foodstuff and for medical use. The leaf was valued as 

a vegetable and a poultice can be made from it as a balm for gout   
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and rheumatism.  I did not know that. 

As piles of sifted earth were made, it became evident after a couple of 

days that not every piece of rhizome had been removed and my rid-

dling and study of every last particle began again. Maddening, 

but strangely therapeutic. 

The ground was levelled and then covered first with a layer of old 

carpet and then black weed barrier followed by a thin layer of soil 

topped with ’Weedstop’. I read good things about ’Weedstop’, which 

is a mixture of bark and wool. Basically you water the ground be-

fore applying it and then water again after, and it bonds with it-

self and forms a kind of wool blanket over the soil. So, we live in 

hope that the weeds will decide that it’s just too much bother to grow! 

Some planting was done pre-top layer but later planting is a perfor-

mance as we have to cut a window through everything. I know that 

the elder will probably sneak in through cracks but we will be vigi-

lant.  

We’ve been very careful during 

the pandemic, going out only to 

shop or walk and keeping our 

distance from others. 

When it was announced that 

garden centres were to open in 

Wales, we didn’t immediately 

rush out as we feared that if 

places became crowded then the 

virus could increase. 
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Last week we finally decided that the initial rush had probably sub-

sided and on Wednesday we took ourselves to Red Castle Nurseries 

in Cross Ash. It was our first visit there and it will definitely not be 

our last. If you haven’t tried Red Castle yet, I would definitely say 

it’s well worth going. It’s a small friendly nursery with a green-

house (you just ring them and make an appointment to shop alone 

or with a member of your own household in the greenhouse) or if 

you only want to browse outside you can just turn up.  

The plants we bought were all good strong ones and very reasonably 

priced. We got a couple of peonies (I have always loved their beauti-

ful fragrance), a hydrangea with lovely bronze coloured foliage, 

hosta, pinks, lupins and loads more. The car was stuffed. The ladies 

there were so helpful and had everything set up so that one could 

practice distancing comfortably. 

We are looking forward to getting everything planted. How lucky 

we are during this time to have an outside space. Despite, even may-

be because of, the hard work that ours has been, I think it’s kept us 

sane so far. Hopefully, I can show you pictures of  something re-

sembling a garden next month!  

Gilliy  x 
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The Buzz 

Without the bees there’d be no trees 

Or fragrant blooms, no beans or peas.  

Without the buzz there’d be no uz 

No crops to grow or seed to sow. 

In shops, no bread 

Without the bees we’d not get fed. 

Nature’s balance would be gone 

Without the flowers the bees land on. 

Bees work so hard for love not money 

And even make delicious honey. 

We must appreciate, and see 

Our lives depend upon, the Bee. 

Copyrite Random Waves 
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STEVE LUMPKIN 

Specialises in Stonework, blockwork, 

lime pointing, brickwork and         plas-

tering 

Can also undertake tiling, patios and 

more …. 

 

Mobile—078548 20984 

Home—01873 853095 

Call for any enquiries 

 

 

 

Restoration 

General Building and 
Genealogy  

 

I can offer a wide range of 
services in the building and 
plumbing trades. Energy 

efficiency in older buildings a 
speciality.  

All jobs considered.  

I can also help with your family 
tree research! 

 

Charlie Kensington 

07503 508092      

01600 750679 

ckensington@toucansurf.com 
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mailto:ckensington@toucansurf.com
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NOTICE 

Due to recent events, the historic candlelit church of St James which lies between 

the A465 and the river Monnow at Llangua is closed at present for repairs. 
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THE MOLE TRAPPER 

(Member of the Guild of British Mole 

Catchers) 

YOUR LOCAL, PROFESSIONAL, FAST AND 

FRIENDLY TRADITIONAL MOLE CATCHER 

PROVIDING A SERVICE WITH FIRST CLASS 

RESULTS 

Thirty years experience 

Fully insured 

No call out fee 

I won't make a mountain out of a 

molehill! 

T:- 01981 241 294 

 

Pass your driving 

test with 

GOLD STAR 

School of Motoring 

        F    – DVSA          

      g           . 

M     S       A             

      . 

T   01981 240078 

 

I    v                                  w    
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   v   w           v        g           

  q                       . 
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Ty Gwyn Cider extend a warm welcome to all  isitors at 
their farm cider shop near Pontrilas   We  o er free 
tastin s, and also do teas, co ees,  i s,    
t-shirts and a ran e of delicious local produce  
Our ciders ha e won presti ious awards and are all 
made with 100   uice   It s the real deal for cider lo ers! 
Simply take the turnin  from the main A4   
Aber a enny to Hereford road si nposted Rowlestone 
and you ll  nd us at the top of the hill  
Ty Gwyn Cider, Pen-Y-Lan Farm, Pontrilas HR2 0DL     
Tel: 01981 241 181 email: alex ty wyncider co uk web: 
www ty wyncider co uk 
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Learn to use a computer 

One to one tuition in your own 

home. 

Word Processing Internet and 

much  more, including  

Trouble Shooting. 

Call Judy Vaughan on  

01981 240 085 

Or Mobile 07815 630 562 

 

GROSMONT POST OFFICE AND 

STORES 

 

Telephone  

01981 240 301 

For all your needs 

 

Groceries          

Fruit and vegetables 

 

Confectionery      

Free range eggs 

Wide range of newspapers and 

magazines 

 

G OSMO    OW   ALL 

 I E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       k                     

Mrs Frances Lambert,  

94 Wern Gifford, Pandy  

NP7 BRU  

g              @       .    

 

TONY PHILLIPS 

Your Local En ineer 

For all Oil Fired Boiler Systems 

Heatin  Systems and Oil Tanks 

Ser iced, Commissioned 

Replaced and Installed 

OFTEC REGISTERED 

 

Tel: 01 00 7 0  23 or  

07971   08 9 
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The Angel Inn Website 

www.angelinngrosmont.co.uk 

mailto:hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com
http://www.angelinngrosmont.co.uk/
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HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS 

 

If someone you know is in hospital the 

chaplains can complement the 

pastoral and sacramental care the 

local church is proving. There are 

hospital chaplains on duty every 

weekday and also on Sunday 

mornings. 

Contacts:    

The Royal Gwent Hospital Newport  

Tel: 01633 234 263 

Email: alan.tyler@wales.nhs.uk 

Ne ill Hall, Aber a enny Tel: 01873 

732112 

Email: 

michael.marsden@wales.nhs.uk 

 

Discover the natural 

beauty of your voice 

 

Improve your range and  

develop confidence 

 

Improve muscle tone and  

circulation 

 

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM 

 

For special introductory 

rates for individual and 

group vocal  

Please contact Virginia on 

07872 612856 or email  

g        k   @g    .    
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THE HAPPY PLACE 

 

Colour some flowers for the bees! 
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R.J & R.B Mailes Family Butchers Est: 1892  

Of Ewyas Harold & The Golden Valley HR2 0EX  

Located Centrally, Opposite The Post Office 
01981 240 234 

Monday-Friday 8am – 5.30pm Saturday 8am – 1pm 

Meat sourced as locally as possible –  

* Beef- Including fattening our own cattle,  

   Eynon’s of Wormbridge, Sparey’s of Garway.  

* Lamb – R. Whistance of Garway. Ensors of     

Forest of Dean. 

* Pork – Woodland Pigs of Gloucestershire.  

Producing sausages, burgers & pies on the 

premises. Stocking a wide range of bread, 

cheeses, fish, sauces & condiments. Nescafe & 

Go available. Proud stockists of local organic 

potatoes & Herefordshire honey. If what you’re 

after isn’ t on display, no matter how unusual 

please ask – the alligator is in the freezer by 

the front door & the cooked pickled tongue is 

at your far right of the chiller cabinet!  

Telephone orders welcome & no minimum order 

required. We accept credit/debit cards & 

truffle cards (sign up to Truffle Herefordshire 

to receive our treat!) 

'MONMOUTHSHIRE REGISTRATION DISTRICT'  

Registration of Births and Deaths and Marriages 

A                        . T     g      O     , T   O   P      , 

       U k NP1  1GA   Open: M   -     9.00   - 4.00    

T          018 3  3 43    x 018 3  3 429.   

 

We welcome letters 

from our readers on any  

subject.  

In the case of letters that 

are critical of any        

person, business or    

organisation, a copy may 

be sent to the body   

concerned so that they 

are given the               

simultaneous right to 

reply. 

Anonymity of               

contributors can only be 

accepted in exceptional 

circumstances and at the 

discretion of the editor. 

Publication cannot be 

guaranteed and  is     

subject to space being   

available. 

~~~~~~~ 
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Emma Morgan 
Physiotherapy 
 Reach your  
potential  

 Home Visits   alls   Mobility 
  ehab   Long Term Conditions   

Assessment 

 Acute injuries   Post Operation   Exercises 
  Massage   Acupuncture  Advice 

Please rin  to discuss your needs  

Home  isits a ailable  
www emmamor anphysio co uk 01873 

821284 
07989407 4  

                 

           

                                  

                              

                                    

                                

      

                                   

                                

         

                                    

                                

                 

                                 

                                        

 

                               

                       

  

 

         
O TEC   g                

10296   
D        O             
        g              

P       , P           , 
        .  

A a s, Rayburns and Oil boilers   
Robin Smythe  

O TEC   g                   
3 89   

0749  0  42   
01 00 780371  

 obinjsmy@gmail.com  
www.boilermonmouth.co.uk  
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We will do our best to publish your personal and events notices. Just send your copy 

to gilliy@fresto.net by 9th of the month for inclusion in the next month’s edition. 
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TONY WEBB SERVICES 

SKENFRITH 01600 750224 

1.5,  3 and 5 ton Excavators with Driver 

Specialising in groundwork for 

*Extensions 

*Drainage 

*Landscaping 

*Horse Arenas etc 

     *Dumper  available 

   *Public Liability Insurance 

   *Precision measurement with laser level 

 

 

ACCOMMODATION 

The Old  ectory, in the unspoilt 

rural village of  

LLANGATTOCK-LINGOED 

B&B and Self catering available. 

SPECIAL O  E  for 3 nights B&B 

from December to March on Availability. 

e-mail  theoldrectory@live.co.uk 

Tel 01873 821326 

 

 

 

The Garden 

And Estate  

Machinery 

Specialists 

 

 

MONNOW MOWERS 

& MACHINERY LTD 

Wonastow Road Industrial    Es-

tate West Monmouth    • Mon-

mouthshire • NP5 3JA 

Telephone   01600 715520 

Facsimile 01600 715530 

 

Sales, hire, service 
Hedge & brush 
cutters 
Cultivators & 
chainsaws 
Ride on mowers 
Ready to use ma-
chinery 
Display show-
rooms 
Special Offer  
Every Week 
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If you would like to get in contact with the Grosmont market 
team, contact them via: grosmontmarket@hotmail.com . You 
can also find further information about the market on the Mar-
ket Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
grosmontmarket and Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
grosmontmarket/ 

mailto:grosmontmarket@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/grosmontmarket
https://www.facebook.com/grosmontmarket
https://www.instagram.com/grosmontmarket/
https://www.instagram.com/grosmontmarket/
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IN O MATION ON CHU CH SE VICES AND ACCESS DU ING THE VI US  

Please note that the churches will remain closed for the time bein  until the 

Welsh government announce that it is safe to open them once more. 

It may be that the opening could be staged so that once again buildings are open 

for private prayer with social distancing being observed but resumption of ser-

vices postponed until a later date. Whatever happens, we will strive to keep you 

up to date. 

In the meantime virtual services and prayer groups are available. Details of these 

and contact information can be found on pa e 48.  

Parish Contacts are listed on page 37.  

Due to the nature of the Coronavirus emergency, events, services and health in-

formation may be subject to change at short notice. 

PHOTO  by Danny Lawson Press Association. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Because of the virus situation there are no events shown on our calendar, but the 

second Saturday in June marks the official birthday of Her Majesty the Queen. The 

queen was 94 years old on her actual birthday, 21st April.  

Up until the ‘lockdown’ the Queen was still carrying out public engagements with 

the same dedication to duty that she has shown in a lifetime of service to the Great 

Britain. Messages of support to the nation, both during the lockdown and marking 

the 75th anniversary of VE Day meant a great deal to millions of people throughout 

the Commonwealth.   

I for one, found it difficult to accept that some-

one who has remained the constant  symbol of 

unfailing work and seemingly endless energy 

could be a ‘vulnerable person’ bound to self- 

isolate. 

But, ever a leader by example, the Queen has 

done just that, and in my opinion others in the 

public eye would do well to do likewise.  
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Editor:  Tim Lenton looks back on the power of Churchill’s speeches. 

 

JUNE 1940 – a month to remember 

 

June 1940 – 80 years ago – was a dramatic month in the Second World War, and 
one which saw two of the most memorable speeches in English. 

 

As the evacuation of Allied Forces from Dunkirk was completed, recently ap-
pointed Prime Minister Winston Churchill told the House of Commons on 4th 
June: “We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we 
shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall nev-
er surrender.” 

 

Surprisingly he did not broadcast it to the nation: it was not recorded until 
1949, “for posterity.” When he spoke, the French had not surrendered, and the 
idea that “in God’s good time” the USA might conceivably have to ride to the aid 
of a ‘subjugated’ England actually depressed as many people as it invigorated. 

 

Two weeks later, on the 18th June, with the battle in France lost, Churchill did 
address the country directly with a rallying call in what must indeed have 
seemed a very dark hour. “The Battle of Britain,” he said, “is about to begin. Up-
on this battle depends the survival of Christian civilisation.” He concluded by 
saying that if Britain were to last a thousand years, people would still say, “This 
was their finest hour.” 
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70 years ago, on 3rd June 1950 that the first successful ascent of Annapurna in 
the Himalayas, was accomplished by a French expedition led by Maurice Her-
zog. This was the first successful ascent of a mountain over 8,000 metres. An-
napurna is the 10th highest mountain in the world. 

 

65 years ago, on 11th June 1955 that the Le Mans disaster took place when a 
car span off the track during the Le Mans 24 Hour race in France. The driver, 
Pierre Levegh, and 83 spectators were killed and over 100 injured. It was the 
greatest loss of life in the history of motorsport. 

 

60 years ago, on 16th June 1960 that Alfred Hitchcock’s suspense film Psycho 
was released. 

 

Also 60 years ago, on 28th June 1960 that the Six Bells Colliery disaster took 
place in Monmouthshire. 45 coal miners were killed by a gas explosion. 

 

50 years ago, on 29th June 1970 that following the Vietnam War, US troops 
were withdrawn from Cambodia. 

 

40 years ago, on 12th June 1980 that Billy Butlin, British holiday camp entre-
preneur, died. 

 

30 years ago, on 1 June 1990 that US President George Bush and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev signed an agreement to end the production of chemical 
weapons and to destroy existing stocks. 

 

Also 30 years ago, on 22nd June 1990 that Checkpoint Charlie in Berlin, was 
dismantled.  It remained an official crossing point between East and West Ger-
many until re-unification in October. The guard house is now on display in a 
museum. 

 

20 years ago, on 10th June 2000 that the Millennium Bridge in London opened. 
It closed again two days later because it swayed uncomfortably when people 
walked in step. It reopened in Feb 2002 after changes were made. 
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DO YOU NEED SUPPORT?  

Anxiety? Low mood? Can’t sleep? 

Over thinking?  

Post traumatic stress symptoms? 

If you are experiencing any of 

these, I can help and support 

you. 

I offer help and therapy in a 

location near you as a  egistered 

Mental Health Nurse, with 17 

years NHS experience.  I am fully 

insured and abide by the strict 

code of professional conduct of 

the NMC.  Please contact me, 

Michelle, on 07980767445. 

 

 

 

CROSS ASH LUNCH CLUB 

Anyone is welcome to come and enjoy a lovely lunch at Red Castle 

Tearoom . Here you will feel welcome in an instant. 

The club meets on the last Friday of each month starting at noon. 

Cross Ash Lunch Club was started some twenty years ago and has 

been supported by various grants and gifts since then, unfortunately 

we have not yet secured support for 2020 and need to cover the costs 

ourselves. This is typically only £10 for a two course meal thanks to 

the generosity of Red Castle. 

Check your diary and come and join us! 

Check the next date and book your place by phoning Mabel Martin 

01873 821473 or Alan Llewellyn 01873 821429 

More news, pictures and events on www.grosmont.wales 
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Workin  To ether, Grosmont  

 

Because of the spread of the Coronavirus, many people are feeling very vul-

nerable. However, we are not alone. We are all part of a community, a 

strong Grosmont community, and we will try to help each other.  

We can start by minimising the risks to ourselves and others by following 

the guidelines. If we have symptoms of the virus (a new continuous cough 

and/or a high temperature): • We should stay at home for 7 days (self-

isolate). If we live with other people, they should stay at home for 14 days. 

(It may take 7 days for their symptoms to appear) • We should not go to 

our GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital.  

We do not need to contact 111 to tell them we are staying at home. How-

ever, if we feel we cannot cope at home, our condition gets worse or our 

symptoms do not get better after 7 days, we should complete the corona-

virus symptom checker on: nhsdirect.wales.nhs.uk If you have no internet 

access, call 111 from your phone. In a medical emergency, dial 999.  or the 

latest information, see the NHS Website.  

Need Support? If you are self-isolating, we will try to give you practical sup-

port, e.g. with emergency shopping or collecting prescriptions. Local resi-

dent volunteers will deliver your goods but not enter your house, to keep 

them and you safe. We are not a professional body but will do what we can 

within reason.  

If, at any point over the next few weeks or months, you need someone to 

help in some way please contact one of the coordinators: By email: work-

ingtogethergrosmont@gmail.com (saying what kind of help you need and 

contact details). By phone: Alison or  ichard Brown - (01981) 240563 Paul 

Sheridan - (01981) 241047 Jenny Harter - (01981) 241488 Jan Chatfield - 

(01981) 240692 If anyone else would like to join the database of volunteers, 

please also contact us. 
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EASY SUDOKU MEDIUM SUDOKU 

 

 

 

 

  

 

MAZE 
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Discover the natural beauty 

of your voice 

 

Improve your range and  

develop confidence 

 

Improve muscle tone and  

circulation 

 

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM 

 

For special introductory 

rates for individual and 

group vocal  

Please contact Virginia on 

07872 612856 or email  

g        k   @g    .    

 

 

 

CARPENTER AVAILABLE 

 or cupboards, doors, hard wood  

flooring, garden structures,  

ALSO wall and floor tiling 

Contact: Paul Ackerman  

01989 770098  

paulackerman@phonecoop.coop   Website: 

ackermancarpentry.co.uk 

mailto:paulackerman@phonecoop.coop
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TED WILLIAMS AND SONS  

ESTABLISHED 1883 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS  

AN INDEPENDENT FIRM PROVIDING A PERSONAL SERVICE DAY AND 

NIGHT  

TO ABERGAVENNY AND SURROUNDING RURAL AREAS  

PRE-PAID PLANS AVAILABLE 

• DEDICATED CHAPEL AND REST ROOMS 

•  LARGE CAR PARK 

PARK ROAD FUNERAL HOME, 

ABERGAVENNY  

Tel: 01873 8 3942 / 8 43 8 

ROSS VINCENT 

your local painter & decorator

 

 

 

Ov   20        x        . 

O        v      g               w  k       . 

W  k  w                   .  M k   w    ,       

    w    w     k   k    w. P                -

       . T             v                  

                 . 

To arran e a quote call: 

01981 240 72  

079    18 99  
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H             g    

 

DO YOU WANT TO  

S    S  k  g – G    

           

              x               

M   g          g      k     

          j        x 

I         w     YES           

               EALY w       

    g        w               g 

G       01981  80 32    

0 9128 3269  

C   k        w       

www.hypnotherapybygill.co.uk or 

email 

               g  @          .    

B I G SOME  EA E BA K 

I  O  OU  LIFE 

 

 

Monmouth Montessori School 
Creative Learning for 2 – 11yrs 

 
Children taught as individuals, at their own pace, leading to high results; scholarships often 

achieved. 

 

Small friendly classes in a beautiful setting close to Skenfrith. 

Www.monmouthmontessorischool.co.uk 

Llangattock- ibon-Avel   P25 5   
01600 772213 

Principal  rs  osemary  haley   c  ons P CE  Cantab  

 

 

 

Tom Finn         

Photography   

Freelance Photographer 

Commercial, weddings, 

parties, portraiture, pets 

and animals. 

Fully insured, profes-

sional service at competi-

tive prices. 

Contact– facebook Tom 

Finn Photography 

Or call 01873 890468 

 

mailto:hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com
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ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICES 
 OMAN CATHOLIC CHU CH SE VICES A E HELD  AT  ELMONT, 

HE E O D, A E GAVENNY AND MONMOUTH  C CHU CHES. 

C      : P      P     : 01432 2  319 
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Thank you to everyone who has helped their neighbour during the crisis. Thank 

you to volunteers collecting shopping; to  ichard for keeping the village shop 

open, a lifeline in so many ways; to Chloe and Jim for all the take –away food and 

drinks deliveries; to Jane for her fantastic work on the village website keeping us 

up to date with vital information. Thank you to those sharing prayers and to eve-

ryone giving their time to chat and keep spirits up. YOU ARE ALL APPRECIATED!   
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  SKENFRITH PARISH                          
HALL 

Well furnished fully licensed community hall available for hire 

for private parties, meetings, trade shows, classes,  

exhibitions, weddings, plays, etc. 

 

* Well equipped kitchen 

*Staging/ Stage lighting 

* Committee Room 

* Court Yard 

* Disabled Access & Facilities 

*Discount rate for Charities & Youth 

Organisations 

                MORE INFORMATION 

Contact Ann 01600 750434                    E-mail: robandann@live.co.uk 

Please contact for latest opening/event 

information following recent floods. 

 

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS! 

Pop along to St Nicholas church porch if you need a good read! 

Books available free of charge for borrowing or exchange. Please 

observe social distancing and wash our hands before and after  

making your selection. 

Books in good clean condition welcome.  

 efresh your bookshelves today.  

mailto:robandann@live.co.uk
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RECOGNIZING A STROKE 

 

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke 

are difficult to identify. 

Unfortunately, the lack of 

awareness spells disaster. The 

stroke victim may suffer severe 

brain damage when people nearby 

fail to recognize the symptoms of a 

stroke.  Now doctors say a 

bystander can recognize a stroke by 

asking three simple questions:  

S  Ask the individual to SMILE. 

T  Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A 

SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently) 

R  Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 

If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of 

these tasks, call emergency number 

immediately and describe the symptoms 

to the dispatcher. 

 

NOTE:  Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: 

Ask the person to 'stick' out their tongue. 

If the tongue is 'crooked', if it goes to 

one side or the other, that is also an 

indication of a stroke. 

 

          KILPECK ART CLUB                                                                  
Our spring Season began on February 24th 2020.  

We meet on Mondays from 2pm–4pm in Kilpeck 

Village Hall, HR2 9DW except for bank holidays. 

Our members come from a wide area so it may be 

possible to arrange lifts. Please contact Jenny 

Davies (Secretary) at                        jen64da-

vies@gmail.com for details. 

mailto:jen64davies@gmail.com
mailto:jen64davies@gmail.com
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ARCHERY IN THE NAVE 

        v    g        .30   

   S  N        N v , G       . 

C        j    S     I          

A      . 

 ll ages are welcome 

 Primary school age children 

must be accompanied by an 

adult). 

 ost £3.00 per person per      

session. 

 

 

 

Da id Jones  

 

 

Your County 

Councillor  

 

I am always happy to hear from      

residents of Crucorney Ward about 

any council issues that affect them. 

Please contact me on  

01873 821497 or 07561 475563 

DavidWJones@monmouthshire.gov.uk 

 

GWENT ARCHIVES 

Gwent Archi es opened at its new site in Ebbw 

Vale in 2011. The magnificent new facilities 

provide: 

An ideal environment for you to use the unique 

collection of documents.  Around 10km of state 

of the art storage so the Collection can be 

preserved for future generations and we can go 

on collecting - we are always keen to hear from 

people with documents they think might be of 

interest.  Lecture and group facilities so people 

can learn more about using the resources. A 

modern archive conservation studio where you 

can see the delicate work of repair and 

conservation carried out. 

Opening Hours:  

Monday to  riday 9:30 - 5:00 pm   

2nd Saturday each month: 10.00am - 4.00pm. 

Visit Us: Gwent Archives, Steelworks  oad Ebbw 

Vale Blaenau Gwent NP23 6AA 

Telephone Enquiries: 01495 353363 Email: 

enquiries@gwentarchives.gov.uk 

 

GARWAY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

 AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

Sports, Concerts, Meetin s, Music, Fund Raisin  

E ents, Family Parties, Weddin  Receptions   

 Reasonable Rates 

                                   

                                                             

                              

                                                   

                                          

                    - 

•                              

•  S                                

•        -             

 For details and to book Community Centre 

contact Hilary or Austen Keenan  

 01 00 7 0243 

Check your booking  www  arway or  uk 

http://www.gwentarchives.gov.uk/our-collection.aspx
mailto:enquiries@gwentarchives.gov.uk
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YOUR CHURCH LINK 2020 
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       .  Please note that as work begins on 11th of the month on the next edition, it 

is ad isable to submit your content as soon as you can. Last minute copy cannot 

be guaranteed space. 
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    g                    g      . P           k        w                 . 

 The price of subscription remains unchanged at £10 per year for A4 and £8 for the new A5 

edition. Prompt payment would be appreciated in order to keep costs down. To view 

Church Link online please go to  https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/m171/

church-link/    There will be no charge for this service. 

Please remember that we rely on kind  olunteers to deli er our ma azine to those who 

are unable to collect it themsel es  Ma azines may be a ailable for collection from the 

usual outlets in ad ance of personal deli ery   Thank you to all our  olunteers, we appreci-

ate your help   ery much  
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Produce show 2020 ~Saturday 29th August 

A reminder of the trophy donated in memory of Ivor Crump by 

his daughter, Carol Pitt. 

Ivor was a big supporter of the show and his name appears    

several times on trophies. 

It will be awarded to the group of people who gain most points 

in the co-operative classes at this year’s show. 

Why not get together with friends or neighbours to enter these 

classes this year? 

Take a look at the show details and entry forms on the         

Grosmont village website. Everyone is welcome and the show is 

a lot of fun for all ages. 
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PARISH CONTACTS 

 

 P             g :   v . G              

T          , G       , A   g v     NP  8EP 

T  : 01981 240361 E    :   vg        @g    .    

A                :   v . A    w H      01981 241488  

  v . L        C v   g  

M              S     I      (      )  

M    M     (O       ) 

E           A           L      M      ,  P   N  k  ,  

     P     ,               

S   g      g O          v . G              

 

G              : Wardens:               01981 240436 

M  k P      01981 2403 0 

Treasurer L      M        P   Sec: A    w H      

Na e bookings: A    w H      01981 241488 

Organist:                 01981 240301  

 

L           g           Wardens: M  g     M      018 3 821210 

S     T     018 3 821 42 P   Sec:                

Treasurer D v   M     

 

L   g     k L  g            Wardens:     P       0 399 6 4110 

C        P      018 3 821240 

Treasurer and organist: C        P      P   Sec: E    Ev    

 

Sk              : Wardens: D     N   ,       v        x           

w         Sk       . Treasurer: P              0 9 3 831309 P   

Sec: P        V      Organist: Nelson Whaley 07866 267144 

Sk             B  k  g   A     P     k 01600   0434 

  U    LI K MAGAZI E 

Editor: Gilliy Burgess Email: gilliy@fresto.net 
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Editor’s corner. 

Gary and I were due to be going to Seattle this week to share in the 

celebrations of our niece’s graduation. Sadly, this could not be    

possible because of the pandemic situation. Our niece is incredibly 

bright and has been diligent and focused in her studies and gained 

not one, but three, separate honours degrees in two and a half years. 

Needless to say, the whole family had been looking forward to     

attending the ceremonies, one of which was to be held at the Huskies 

Stadium.  

We didn’t want graduation to be a muted non-event after all     

Daniella’s hard work, so family and friends decided to each make a 

short video and these videos will be put together to form a piece that 

she can keep. 

In sunny, quiet Grosmont what could be easier than that? Well, 

take one was interrupted by the postman whizzing behind the shot. 

Takes two and three were fluffed by us getting the lines mixed up 

and having the giggles, then the sheep (thespian voice throwing 

sheep even) baaaaaad mercilessly. At what seemed like take thirty-

seven or so, it was a wrap, but we decided to take one last video on a 

different camera for insurance. Thank goodness for that, because   
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wouldn’t you just know it...the original camera was faulty so the insur-

ance version was used in the end. Goodness knows what the neighbours 

thought as it was a boiling day and I was done up in a wedding- guesty 

kind of dress accessorised with flip-flops and Mr B wore a smart shirt and 

tie and beach shorts ensemble– we were like newsreaders, only the top half 

was showing! 

Looking at the rest of the contributions, everyone has really made an ef-

fort to put together thoughtful, personal messages of congratulations, love 

and friendship. We’ve all kept in contact as we’ve been organising our-

selves with the same goal. It won’t be the same as being there, but hopefully 

it will help mark this important occasion and show that we all did our best 

to share in it. 

In the great scheme of things in these strange times, this one family event 

seems insignificant, but had it gone ahead it would have made wonderful 

memories and been an important milestone in family life treasured up for 

years to come. 

I have been so struck by the resourcefulness of  people coming together in a 

joint effort to get shopping for vulnerable people, safeguard others, mark 

occasions as best they can and care for the feelings and welfare of others 

generally.  It is those things that have been a beacon of light in all the 

dark days of this pandemic. 
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GROSMONT AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 

We have members from a wide area but visitors and new members are always welcome. 

Contact Marion on 01981 241161 or Jan 01600 750295 for further   information or email 

grosmontgardenclub@yahoo.com  ind us on Grosmont  Village website (Village Groups) 

and we are also on  acebook.  

 

 
 

 

CHURCH SERVICE VIA ZOOM 

The Grosmont Group of Churches are now offering 2 online services. 

Sunday morning ‘Family Service’ at 10.00am  on Zoom 

Tuesday morning ‘Morning Prayer’ at 9.30am on Zoom. 

For more information, help, support and to receive the connection links to 

these please contact 

marykmoore50emar@gmail.com 
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Winners for April 2020 

1st prize   £22.50   145    Rebekah Browning  

2nd prize   £17.00   220   Rhian Vaughan  

3rd prize    £12.50   105   Enid Jones  

Winners for May 2020 

1st prize    £22.00   119   Tom Jupp 

2nd prize    £17.00   235   Anne-Marie Llewellyn  

3rd prize     £12.50   171   Glenys Jones -Hurds 

Llangattock Lingoed Sweepstake 

Congrats to the winners! 

New members welcome. Email jean.pandy@gmail.com 
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Green T: Massage therapy  

Tanya Ong  
offers Swedish Massage, Hot Stone 
Therapy and Indian Head Massage in 
30/60 minute sessions. Relax in the 
private therapy room situated in the heart 
of Part-Y-Seal.  Massage is ideal for 
stress relief and relieving muscle tension. 
Pure relaxation is the order of the day so 
take advantage of the peaceful 

surroundings and 
book a massage now 
either for yourself or 
as a unique gift for 
someone special! gift 
vouchers available. 
Part-Y-

Seal, Grosmont, 
Abergavenny, NP7 8LE                
 
 
Tel: 01981 240814  
www.partyseal.co.uk 

 

 

KEITH HOCKEY 

PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES 

MOBILE 07960 442 755 

HOG’S HEAD, T EADAM 

LLANTILIO C OSSENNY,  

AB EGAVENNY, NP7 8TA 

O TEC  EGISTE ED 

NVQ ACC EDITED 

OIL INSTALLATIONS 

 

FINANCE FOR  

BUSINESSES 

      

 unding arranged for:- 

• machinery, 

• vehicles 

• premises 

• land 

• alternative energy projects 

working capital 

 or a local, personal service please contact: 

Steve Morgan 

Mobile:      07342 651040 

E-mail:   

steve@rural-finance.co.uk 

 

mailto:steve@rural-finance.co.uk
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GERALD BENJAMIN 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

All electrical work undertaken 

DOMESTIC, INDUSTRIAL, AGRICUL-

TURAL  

OR COMMERCIAL 

TESTING AND INSPECTING 

CONTACT ME FOR A QUOTE ON 

TELEPHONE 01981  80 129 

FAX                 01981  80 129 

MOBILE         07971 8 2 873 

Email: geraldbenj@outlook.com  

 

 

 

 
 

Julian Tooley 

 

Independent 

Funeral 

Director and  

Monumental Mason 

24hr personal service 

 
 

Telephone  
 
 

01873 855 120 

 St Nicholas Church     
Grosmont   

i 
s a fine medieval building 
but, much more than that, it 
is also the people of the com-
munity who live and work in 

our beautiful parish. The church 
stands as a powerful reminder of 
what community life meant to 
the people of past centuries; to-
day it remains a symbol for 
shared experience and the spirit 
of community. For baptisms, 
weddings, funerals and other oc-
casional services please contact 
the Ministry Team.  

mailto:geraldbenj@outlook.com
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