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“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was
the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it
was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it
was the winter of despair ... I open this months offering for the Church Link with a
very well known quotation from Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities. It tells about
a time of chaos, conflicts, and despair, as well as happiness. It in fact tells us about
the time of extreme opposites without any in-betweens. A quotation that is somewhat apt for the times we find ourselves living in just at the moment. I do like the
way it has been written with the positives being put first, a reminder that even in
the depths of darkness there will be something positive to counteract the negativity! This morning on the BBC news website, the faces of the 100 NHS and Healthcare
workers who have died from the Coronavirus came up and I found this tremendously moving. Living in such a beautiful and isolated place I have, maybe, felt a
little remote from the real impact that the virus has been having on the country,
and indeed the whole world. Yes, I have been inconvenienced, and I am concerned
for my parents, yet reasonably confident that they will be safe throughout the pandemic. But, not being directly involved has, I guess, cushioned me from the full realisation of the deadly impact this virus is having on the everyday heroes, our frontline workers and their families. They are facing mortal danger moment by moment
and day by day! We look at our consultants and surgeons seeing them as people at
the pinnacle of their fields of expertise. We do not expect them to be people who
will die from a virus. We look at our nursing staff, paramedics and care workers
expecting their expertise at dealing with illness will protect them. We forget that
they often go into battle without the proper and appropriate protection to keep
them safe. We probably forget about the auxiliaries, orderlies and porters who also
face direct dangers just to keep our medical establishments running, because they
are usually people we forget within the bigger picture of our healthcare. Yet, all
these along with admin staff, those who work in the labs those who transport,
those who work to find a vaccine, our surgeries and community workers, along
with the many others linked to our well being that I haven’t mentioned, today have
been given a face and name.
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They have all been given a few lines on a web page through those 100 who have
died to remind me, to remind us all, that this virus is very real. It is a killer. And although I might feel a little frustrated at not being able to exercise my desire to do as
I want when I want, actually, by patiently adhering to the restrictions imposed by
the government whether I personally think they are necessary or not, I am in a tiny
way supporting and helping those who are facing life and death every day to bring
help and comfort to the suffering and needy in these extraordinary and dangerous
times. “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times ...” And so, in the midst of
these worst times I thought it would be a good exercise to look at the things I can
be grateful for. Rather than embracing the temptation to grumble I thought I might
try to write a few of my own verses to the 1979 hit from Ian Dury, ‘Reasons to be
Cheerful’. I am sure that many of you will be able to come up with your own versions, perhaps you would like to send them to Gilliy for the next Church Link. It is
harder than it might appear, but here is my humble offering!
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The beauty of Nature in Springtime is a very good reason to be cheerful.
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This picture that I took of artwork on a wall last time I was in Amiens ,seems
particularly poignant as we celebrate the 75th Anniversary of VE Day. Gilliy
During the Battle of France, Amiens was reached by the German Army’s 1st Panzer Division on 20 May 1940, following two days of heavy air raids. The Germans
gradually penetrated the city and two other armoured divisions supported the offensive. French and British units were installed in positions to the south of Amiens, and
discharged field guns upon the city on 5 June. A last offensive of German armour in
numeric superiority, committed from 6 to 8 June, overcame the Franco-British lock,
the city definitely fell on 8 June and the Wehrmacht continued its breakthrough in the
direction of its next target, Paris. However, the German losses were high: Nearly 200
tanks. Despite the later fighting, the cathedral and a few neighbourhoods were
spared, including those Henriville and Saint-Leu. It had been defended by a battalion, the 7th Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment a Territorial infantry battalion of
the British Army. Of 581 men with the battallion, 132 men are commemorated in
CWGC burials, 165 are known to have become prisoners of war and many escaped
back to Britain and formed 109th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery.On 4
January 1944, the Germans initiated an organised round-up, which resulted in the
arrests of 21 Amiens Jews, joined by Jews from the Department. First held in an
internment camp, most were deported to Auchwitz-Birkenau by Convoy no. 66.
There was only a single Amiens survivor, from this convoy, at the end of the war:
Renée Louria, who recounted her terrible fate in the Courrier Picard in May 1945.On
18 February 1944, British aircraft bombed the prison in Amiens as part of Operation
Jericho. The raid was intended to aid the escape of members of the French Resistance and political prisoners being held there. In all, 258 prisoners escaped. Prior
to the Normandy Landings of 6 June 1944, Allied aircraft concentrated on disabling
communications in occupied France and the railway junction at Longeau to the south
east of Amiens was attacked by 200 bombers of the Royal Air Force on the night of
the 12 and 13 June. There was much damage in the town itself. Amiens was liberated on 31 August 1944 by the 11th Armoured Division, part of 30 corps commanded
by Lieutenant-General Brian Horrocks.

8

STEVE LUMPKIN
Specialises in Stonework, blockwork,
lime pointing, brickwork and
plastering
Can also undertake tiling, patios and
more ….

Mobile—078548 20984
Home—01873 853095
Call for any enquiries

Restoration
General Building and
Genealogy
I can offer a wide range of
services in the building and
plumbing trades. Energy
efficiency in older buildings a
speciality.
All jobs considered.
I can also help with your family
tree research!
Charlie Kensington
07503 508092
01600 750679
ckensington@toucansurf.com

•

Rates from

5 to

7 per hour
• Fully electric therapy co uch saddle stool consultatio n table chairs - couch ro ll
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2020: WHO’s Year of the Nurse
When the WHO (World Health Organisation) decided to make 2020 the Year of
the Nurse and Midwife, they based it on the 200th anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth on 12th May 1820.
But with the arrival of the coronavirus, it is a remarkably apt year to celebrate
all that nurses do for us.
As the ICN (International Council of Nurses) says: “All around the world, nurses
are working tirelessly to provide the care and attention people need, whenever
and wherever they need it. Nurses are central to the delivery of health care;
nurses are making an invaluable contribution to the health of people globally.”
Nursing as a vocation goes back to the Early Church. When plague struck the
Roman world in the third century, it was Christians who tended the sick and
dying, often at great personal cost. Their self-sacrifice made a huge impression
on Roman society. Centuries later, in medieval Europe, it was the monastic orders that provided health care.
Still centuries later, during the Crimean War (1853-56) Florence Nightingale
saved thousands of lives when she transformed the field hospitals, hugely improving the standards of care for wounded and dying soldiers.
In fact, Florence Nightingale deserves the credit for establishing the modern
profession of nursing and its structures of training. Although of course medical
science has advanced since her time, the basic ethos of nursing care remains
today close to Nightingale’s vision.
Nursing is frequently described as a vocation, and it is one to which many Christians are called. Nightingale wrote of being ‘called’ by God, after having had a
vivid religious conversion as a teenager. Writing in February 1837, she stated:
“God has spoken to me and called me to His Service.”
Four years before going to Crimea, she studied at a Lutheran religious community in Germany which trained deaconesses in medical skills, nursing, and theology. Many of the ideas that Nightingale adopted for her nurses came from that
religious community.
Thus, Nightingale’s training programme was not solely devoted to secular medical sciences. Her student nurses were required to attend chapel, and her nurses
read prayers on the wards.
Cont.
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Nightingale wrote many letters of spiritual encouragement to her students. To
one, she wrote that Christ considered it an “honour to serve the poorest and the
meanest… He will not give His crown except to those who have borne His
cross… Enduring hardship is what He encourages and rewards.”
The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullally trained and worked as a
nurse before being appointed to senior positions in the Health Service. She was
Chief Nursing Officer for England between 1999 to 2004.
She says: “I became a Christian as a teenager and wanted to follow Christ with
my whole life. Rather than having two careers, I have had one vocation: to follow Jesus Christ, to know Him, and to make Him known.”
Certainly, of all the professions, nursing has one of the strongest claims to being
rooted in the Gospel. Christian nurses implicitly witness to Christ in caring for
others.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
‘I see the lives for which I lay down my life, peaceful, useful, prosperous and happy, in that England which I shall see no more.’ (Dickens; A Tale of Two Cities).

Nursing is undoubtedly a calling and a way of life. A good nurse is a
treasure to be valued and appreciated. In these troubled times health care
professionals are risking their lives every day to look after their patients.
We are especially blessed in Britain with having our National Health
Service.
I well remember when I was living in the Netherlands during the 80’s and
became unwell. I was astonished that when I was taken to an emergency
doctor I was asked to produce my credit card before being examined and
the first question asked of me was not about the severe pain that I was in,
but about how I intended to pay.
My brother-in law has recently been laid off work in the USA due to the
pandemic. Health insurance was part of his remuneration and the cost of
a year of health insurance for the family must now be found, around
$20,000 for the same level of care. Even that does not cover all costs!
Hopefully, after this pandemic is over, we will all have renewed appreciation of the national wonder that is our NHS and we will never forget the
dedication and sacrifice that those who care for us in hospitals, care homes,
and in the community have shown and continue to show every day of
their working lives.
Gilliy

11

All in the month of MAY
It was: 200 years ago, on 11th May 1820 that the British Royal Navy sloop HMS
Beagle was launched. This was the ship that took the naturalist Charles Darwin
on his scientific voyage around the world (1831-36).
Also 200 years ago: on 12th May 1820 that Florence Nightingale was born. This
Italian-born British social reformer and statistician saved thousands of lives and
became the founder of modern nursing.
175 years ago: on 12th May 1845 that Gabriel Faure, the French composer was
born.
125 years ago: on 20th May 1895 that R J Mitchell was born. This British aeronautical engineer designed the iconic Supermarine Spitfire fighter plane as well
as several racing seaplanes.
100 years ago: on 17th May 1920 that the Dutch national airline KLM’s first
flight took place, from London to Amsterdam. Scheduled services began in 1921.
90 years ago, on 24th May 1930 that British aviator Amy Johnson became the
first woman to fly solo from England to Australia.
80 years ago, on 2nd May 1940 that the 1940 Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan,
were cancelled, due to World War II.
80 years ago, 1940: WORLD WAR II
10th May: Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain resigned after losing the support of many Conservatives in the House of Commons. Succeeded by
Winston Churchill.
10th-28th May: It what was called Case Yellow, Germany invaded Belgium,
the Netherlands and Luxembourg.
10th May: Germany dropped its first bombs on England, at Chilham and
Petham in Kent.
13th May: Winston Churchill gave his first speech in the House of Commons,
saying: “I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat.”
14th May: The Home Guard was established, nicknamed Dad’s Army as it
was comprised of volunteers who were ineligible for military service,
usually because of their age.
26th May-4th June: The Battle of Dunkirk. Allied forces launched a massive
evacuation of troops from Dunkirk, France, across the English Channel
to England after they were cut off by approaching German forces. Nearly 340,000 soldiers were rescued in a hastily assembled fleet of 800
boats.
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF MAY (continued)
75 years ago, 1945: WORLD WAR II
2nd May: The Battle of Berlin ended. Allied victory which led to the surrender of all German forces by 8th/9th May, and the end of the war in Europe.
8th May: VE Day (Victory in Europe) – celebrated as a public holiday.
28th May: British-born Nazi propaganda broadcaster Lord Haw-Haw
(William Joyce) was captured by the British Army and taken to Britain
to face trial. (He was convicted of treason and sentenced to death on
19th September and hanged on 3rd January 1946.)
70 years ago, on 13th May 1950 that the first Formula One World Championship
race was held, at Silverstone in England. (This race is also known as the 1950
British Grand Prix.)

60 years ago, on 23rd May 1960 that Israel announced that Nazi Adolf Eichmann
had been captured in Argentina. He was responsible for organising the mass
extermination of Jews in WWII. He was tried, sentenced to death and executed
in June 1962.
50 years ago, on 8th May 1970 that the Beatles released their final album, Let it
Be.
Also 50 years ago, on 22nd May 1970 that the song ‘In the Summertime’ by Mungo Jerry was released. By June it had reached Number One on dozens of record
charts around the world.

40 years ago, on 5th May 1980 that Operation Nimrod took place, when the British SAS stormed the Iranian Embassy in London after a six-day siege.
30 years ago, on 22nd May 1990 that Max Wall, British music hall, stage, film and
TV comedian, and actor died. Acclaimed for his serious roles as well as his
comic talents.
20 years ago, on 3rd May 2000 that Ken Livingstone was elected as the first
Mayor of London.
On 12th May 2000 the Tate Modern was opened.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Pass your driving
test with
GOLD STAR
School of Motoring
F

M

– DVSA
g

S
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A
.

Tel 01981

240078

I provide professional tuition combined with
patience and encouragement, which is the
proven way to achieve the high standard
required to pass your test.
I can also provide assistance with theory,
motorway experience and Pass Plus training.
(This scheme enables new drivers to obtain
cheaper insurance.)

THE MOLE TRAPPER
(Member of the Guild of British Mole
Catchers)
YOUR LOCAL, PROFESSIONAL, FAST AND
FRIENDLY TRADITIONAL MOLE CATCHER
PROVIDING A SERVICE WITH FIRST CLASS
RESULTS

Thirty years experience
Fully insured
No call out fee
I won't make a mountain out of a
molehill!
T:- 01981 241 294
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Ty Gwyn Cider extend a warm welcome to all isitors at
their farm cider shop near Pontrilas We o er free
tastin s, and also do teas, co ees, i s,
t-shirts and a ran e of delicious local produce
Our ciders ha e won presti ious awards and are all
made with 100 uice It s the real deal for cider lo ers!
Simply take the turnin from the main A4
Aber a enny to Hereford road si nposted Rowlestone
and you ll nd us at the top of the hill
Ty Gwyn Cider, Pen-Y-Lan Farm, Pontrilas HR2 0DL
Tel: 01981 241 181 email: alex ty wyncider co uk web:
www ty wyncider co uk
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Sometimes you just have to improvise!
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EASY SODOKU
This magazine has been posted in
print ready format so that if you
would like to print off a copy at
home for yourself or for a neighbour or friend who cannot access it
online, the pages will be in the correct order.
We look forward to getting back to
being able to offer a printed magazine again soon.
Thank you for reading x

MEDIUM SODOKU

Who’s the Baby?
If we are again only able to have an
on-line edition only next month, I
would like to invite readers to submit a baby photo of themselves
with one clue as to their identity.
Should be fun!
I will include the answers at the end of
the magazine .
Send to gilliy@fresto.net as an attachment please.
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Following my article about Miss Watkins (formally of Alma House), Shiela
Parry got in touch and sent me this picture of Miss Watkins at the church organ.
Shiela remembers Miss Watkins well as being a great character, very forthright
despite her tiny stature.

Well done to everyone who has
been crafting and making fun
characters with donations of wool
given by Lynn Potter. Here’s one
of the fluffy friends!
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Here’s a recipe that you may like to try if you are going for full authenticity
with your VE Day picnic!
Lord Woolton Pie
1lb cauliflower
1lb parsnips
1lb carrots
1lb potatoes
Bunch of spring onions chopped
2 teaspoons of Marmite (yeast extract – or you can use a stock cube)
Tablespoon of rolled oats
Salt and pepper to taste once cooked.
Parsley (fresh or dried)
F
8oz wholemeal/wholewheat flour
4oz mashed potato
3oz margarine or lard
2 tsp of baking powder
couple large pinches of salt
Dash of water if needed.
Method
Chop up the vegetables into chunks with those that take longest to cook into smaller
pieces.
Place in pot and bring to simmer with just enough water to reach 3/4 of the way up
the veg in the pot.
Add in Marmite and rolled oats, salt and pepper and cook until tender and most of the
water has been absorbed.
Place mixture in deep pie dish and sprinkle with fresh parsley (or add dry parsley to
mixture and mix in)
Make the pastry by mixing the flour with the baking powder and salt and then rubbing
in the margarine.
Mix the mashed potato in to form a dough and knead (add a little water to the mixture
if too dry)
Roll out to form pie crust and place on top and decorate then brush with milk.
Place in oven at 200C for 30 minutes or so until top is firm and browned.
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G OSMO

GROSMONT POST OFFICE AND
STORES

OW
I E

ALL

Telephone
01981 240 301
For all your needs

Groceries
Fruit and vegetables

Confectionery
Free range eggs
Wide range of newspapers and
magazines

k
Mrs Frances Lambert,
94 Wern Gifford, Pandy
NP7 BRU
g

@

.

TONY PHILLIPS
Your Local En ineer

Learn to use a computer
One to one tuition in your own
home.

Word Processing Internet and
much more, including

For all Oil Fired Boiler Systems
Heatin Systems and Oil Tanks
Ser iced, Commissioned
Replaced and Installed

OFTEC REGISTERED

Trouble Shooting.
Call Judy Vaughan on
01981 240 085
Or Mobile 07815 630 562

Tel: 01 00 7 0 23 or
07971

08 9
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Actual excuse given for a school absence…….
~ Please excuse Jennifer for missing school yesterday. We forgot to get the Sunday paper off the porch, and when we found it Monday, we thought it was Sunday.

Hypnotherapybygill
DO YOU WANT TO S
x

S
M
j

k g–G
g

g

k

x

If you answered YES to any of these and you REALY want to manage
your own life then ring Gill on 01981 580732 or 07912853269
Check out my website www.hypnotherapybygill.co.uk or email
hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com
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HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS
If someone you know is in hospital the
chaplains can complement the
pastoral and sacramental care the
local church is proving. There are
hospital chaplains on duty every
weekday and also on Sunday
mornings.

Discover the natural
beauty of your voice

Improve your range and
develop confidence

Improve muscle tone and
circulation

Contacts:
The Royal Gwent Hospital Newport

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM

Tel: 01633 234 263
Email: alan.tyler@wales.nhs.uk
Ne ill Hall, Aber a enny Tel: 01873
732112
Email:
michael.marsden@wales.nhs.uk

For special introductory
rates for individual and
group vocal
Please contact Virginia on
07872 612856 or email
g

k

@g

.
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THE HAPPY PLACE

COLOURING FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES!

Giz a job!
We encouraged our 18-year-old daughter to find a job to help pay for her college
education. One day she came home with five applications, and later that evening
we read them. Under ‘Previous Employment’, she listed ‘Baby sitting’. And under
‘Reason for Leaving’ she wrote, ‘They came home’.
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Cross Ash News
April 2020
Well since our last report from Cross Ash the world has become a
very different place. Sadly, following Government guidelines, we were
required to close our doors to the pupils on Friday 20th March. We did
this with heavy hearts and it was a difficult few days trying to reassure the children, parents and each other that we could find a way
forward.
As a school we have opted to use an online learning platform that can
be accessed at home. Every day the pupils log in and they find a range
of mathematics, literacy and topic related lessons for them to use.
We have been bowled over and very proud of everyone as they have
come to terms with this new way of learning. Responses have been
outstanding and the children are clearly enjoying the tasks set.
We shall continue with this style of learning until we are able to return to the classrooms.
Although we are sad that we cannot be with the children their health
and safety, and that of their families, will remain uppermost in all that
we do. These are extraordinary times for us as a school and we continue to react to the situation on a daily basis.
We are all keeping our fingers crossed for an opportunity to meet
again before the end of the academic year. In an effort to keep our
spirits up we have produced this video for the pupils to help them to
realise just how proud of them we are and how much we miss them
all.
Please follow the link to enjoy the video.
With very best wishes,
All the staff and pupils at Cross Ash Primary.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSBU4rPHWLU45Txe78rk1BA
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On the Loose.
When a Moose is on the loose,
Every mouse about the house,
Quakes and quivvers,
Sh..sh..sh..akes and sh..hh..ivers
Until that animal is caught and taught
He must not stray, he must just stay
Outdoors, where he belongs.
For mice you see are very little,
And moose are rather taller
Their feet aren't neat like mousey feet,
They squish things that are smaller.
It's not that moose are meanies, no,
Just that there's something lacking
In their manner and their manners
Which are positively slacking!
They like to dash and crash about,
Their antlers WILL get caught
In cushions and in curtains
Where they really didn't ought.
A house-mouse knows
The place for moose
Is OUT,
Not in
Or round about.
Not in the parlour eating cake
Or breaking cups- for goodness' sake!
Nor scoffing cheese,
Well, if you please...
Who let that moose loose anyway?
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Scarey Bear
A scary bear
Is over there
He's in the cupboardIt's his lair.
If there were two
They'd be a pair
But one's enough.
He's on the stair
I'm certain where,
I dare not peep
How can I sleep
When all the while
He doesn't smile?
He just looks gruff
It's quite enough
To make me hide
Beneath my sheets.
He's still about.
Shall I look out?
He's on the prowl
And did he growl?
It's nearly dark
The room is blurry
I think I see him
Large and furry.

Was that a paw?
And does he snore?
It's really keeping me awake
Just get lost bear for goodness sake!
I MEAN it now, I'm calling Mum
'THERE'S A BEAR IN MY ROOM!'
A scary bear
No way, no how
He wasn't real
I see that now
I blink...I think...
Zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

Copyrite Gillian Burgess writing as Random
Waves .

Copyrite Random Waves
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NOW WASH YOUR HANDS!

Washing hands is what we do
To protect me and protect you.
With soap we swish the germs away

That stick to hands that work and play.
We can all sing a happy song
To help us as we go along,
‘Happy Birthday’ works just fine

So that we take the proper time
To do the job and get hands clean
Of all the bugs that can’t be seen.
Now wash your hands with care and send

That pesky virus round the (U) bend!
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SOBIK

SUE GILL

~~~~~

~~~

HAPPY SAPPHIRE WEDDING

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !

ANNIVERSARY

Lots of love from your friends and
neighbours in Grosmont

Josef and Janet Sobek
Married 30.3.1955
Love and congratulations from all
your family and friends!

Rev Gaynor Burrett
Congratulations on the 60th
Anniversary of your Baptism.

Mary Moore
Happy 60th Birthday Mary
Love from all your family,
friends and neighbours in

Grosmont
xxx

Please send your notices to
gilliy@fresto.net
We look forward to celebrating
these occasions together in happier
times.
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COLOUR IN

31
Tricky maze for you this
month!
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andrew@harter.co.uk

NOW AVAILABLE– YOUR
ONLINE CHURCH LINK
Church link can now be accessed
online at https://
parish.churchinwales.org.uk/m171/
church-link/
We would like to apologise for the delay
in publishing Church Link online, this was
due to circumstances beyond our control.
We hope that you will enjoy this new way
of accessing our magazine but ask that
you will appreciate that the website is
still a work in progress.
There is no charge for accessing the site.
If you would like to make a donation
towards costs then please do so by
cheque made payable to St Nicholas
Church, Grosmont (Magazine). This may
be sent to Rev Gaynor Burrett in the interim until a new treasurer for the Church
Link is appointed.

Help is available

If you need support of any kind during
these challenging times, even just a chat,
there are many organisations who can
help.
Live Fear Free
Help and support advice on domestic
abuse, sexual violence and other forms of
violence and abuse.
Phone: 0808 80 10 800
Meic Cymru
Free help and advice for children and
young people in Wales. Open 8am until
midnight.
Phone: 080880 23456
Text: 84001
Web: www.meiccymru.org
Silver Line
Supports older people worried about
loneliness and isolation. Open 24 hours a
day and 7 days a week.
Phone: 0800 470 80 90
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'MONMOUTHSHIRE REGISTRATION DISTRICT'
Registration of Births and Deaths and Marriages
. The Register Office, The Old Parlour,

A

Rhadyr Usk NP15 1GA Open: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 4.00pm
Telephone 01873 735435 Fax 01873 735429.

We welcome letters
from our readers on any
subject.
In the case of letters that
are critical of any
person, business or
organisation, a copy may
be sent to the body
concerned so that they
are given the
simultaneous right to
reply.
Anonymity of
contributors can only be
accepted in exceptional
circumstances and at the
discretion of the editor.
Publication cannot be
guaranteed and is
subject to space being
available.
~~~~~~~

R.J & R.B Mailes Family Butchers Est: 1892
Of Ewyas Harold & The Golden Valley HR2 0EX
Located Centrally, Opposite The Post Office
01981 240 234
Monday-Friday 8am – 5.30pm Saturday 8am – 1pm

Meat sourced as locally as possible –
* Beef- Including fattening our own cattle,
Eynon’s of Wormbridge, Sparey’s of Garway.
* Lamb – R. Whistance of Garway. Ensors of
Forest of Dean.
* Pork – Woodland Pigs of Gloucestershire.
Producing sausages, burgers & pies on the
premises. Stocking a wide range of bread,
cheeses, fish, sauces & condiments. Nescafe &
Go available. Proud stockists of local organic
potatoes & Herefordshire honey. If what you’re
after isn’t on display, no matter how unusual
please ask – the alligator is in the freezer by
the front door & the cooked pickled tongue is
at your far right of the chiller cabinet!
Telephone orders welcome & no minimum order
required. We accept credit/debit cards &
truffle cards (sign up to Truffle Herefordshire
to receive our treat!)
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Emma Morgan
Physiotherapy
Reach your
potential
Home Visits Falls Mobility
Rehab Long Term Conditions
Assessment
Acute injuries Post Operation Exercises
Massage Acupuncture Advice

Please rin to discuss your needs
Home isits a ailable
www emmamor anphysio co uk 01873
821284
07989407 4

Boiler
OFTEC registered company
102965
D
O
g
Personal, Professional,
Reliable.
A a s, Rayburns and Oil boilers
Robin Smythe
OFTEC registered technician
37895
0749 0 42
01 00 780371
Robinjsmy@gmail.com
www.boilermonmouth.co.uk
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GROSMONT AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
We have members from a wide area but visitors and new members are always welcome.
Contact Marion on 01981 241161 or Jan 01600 750295 for further information or email
grosmontgardenclub@yahoo.com Find us on Grosmont Village website (Village Groups)

and we are also on Facebook.
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TONY WEBB SERVICES
SKENFRITH 01600 750224
1.5, 3 and 5 ton Excavators with Driver
Specialising in groundwork for
*Extensions

*Drainage
*Landscaping
*Horse Arenas etc

*Dumper available
*Public Liability Insurance
*Precision measurement with laser level
ACCOMMODATION
The Old Rectory, in the unspoilt
rural village of
LLANGATTOCK-LINGOED
B&B and Self catering available.
SPECIAL OFFER for 3 nights B&B

from December to March on Availability.
e-mail theoldrectory@live.co.uk
Tel 01873 821326

The Garden
And Estate
Machinery
Specialists

Sales, hire, service
Hedge & brush
cutters
Cultivators &
chainsaws
Ride on mowers
Ready to use machinery
Display showrooms
Special Offer
Every Week

MONNOW MOWERS
& MACHINERY LTD
Wonastow Road Industrial Estate West Monmouth • Monmouthshire • NP5 3JA

Telephone 01600 715520
Facsimile 01600 715530
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If you would like to get in contact with the Grosmont market
team, contact them via: grosmontmarket@hotmail.com . You
can also find further information about the market on the Market Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
grosmontmarket and Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
grosmontmarket/
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Just for fun
Beginning next month, we will have a ‘Where was I’ competition. I invite you to
submit a picture, taken when you are next out walking. It must be a photo of a
place where anyone can go, so not in a private garden.
Readers can then have a guess at where the photo was taken, and where/what of.
Photos to me please (as an attachment) at gilliy@fresto.net along with the answer.
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A True Love Story
Shared with us by Shiela Parry
Recently the Sapphire Wedding Anniversary (65 years) of a well known
couple from Llanvetherine, Mr and Mrs Josef SobIk took place.
This story starts as far back as 1946 when a handsome German soldier
of World War Two Josef Sobik aged 19 years, arrived on British soil as a
prisoner of war.
The young Josef was seriously wounded twice as the horrors of war raged.
The first time he was wounded, the bullet passed staraight through his
neck. The second time, the bullet entered his back going through his body
and narrowly missing vital internal organs before coming out on the
other side. Josef was in Russia at that time. Here he was hospitalised for
life-saving surgery. He then became a Prisoner of War.
After arriving in Britain, the prisoners were eventually billeted to a POW
camp in Llanvihangel Crucorney. They were issued with prison uniform,
trousers, battledress jackets and caps, bearing diamond-shaped inserts so
that they could be easily recognised. The prisoners were also given a small
amount of celluloid coins which could only be spent on camp premises.
The prisoners were sent to work on local farms. After time spent on various farms, Josef eventually came to work on Penrose Farm , Llangattock
Lingoed, the home of my grandfather Tom Davies and his son and
daughter-in-law, Eddie and Mabel Davies, my parents.
I was just eight years old at the time and my brother Warren was 10
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‘Blue Sapphire True Love Story’ continued;
when Josef came to join our family. ’Joining our family’ became a permanent
situation. It has lasted through the intervening years right through to today.
During his time working on the farm with my Dad, Josef learnt many agricultural skills to perfection...hedging and ditching was a skill I remember my Dad
teaching him, until one day, in my Dad’s words “he can do that better than me
now!”

Josef later became a British citizen and for many years did not return to his
homeland. A brave German soldier, now aged 92 who fought for his country. He
is someone so special, we love and are so proud of him today.
On March 30th 1955 Josef married a school friend of mine, Janet Lennox from
Great Pool Hall Farm, Llangattock Lingoed. The wedding took place at Cwmerra
Baptist Chapel, Llanvetherine. And I was Janet’s bridesmaid with Janet’s little
niece Janet Davies as a flower girl. My Dad, Eddie was Josef’s Best Man. A country farmhouse reception was held at Great Pool Hall, the home of the bride’s parents, Mr and Mrs W Lennox.
When the happy couple were courting, I went many places with them...like a kid
sister! My mum sadly died in 1952 and Josef took on the role of an older brother,
a role that he still practices to this day. He still calls me ’Sis’ and I call him
’Bruv’!
Cwmerra Chapel has played a very important role in the lives of Josef and Janet as
both of them are longstanding members and carers of the Chapel and it’s yard.
Josef has played the organ for many a Sunday service. He has regularly mowed
the grass and kept the yard tidy , while Janet has worked inside keeping the little
chapel ’spic and span’.
Josef eventually went on to start up his own business as a general builder and
became a master of his trade.
When the couple’s first child. Isabel Jane was born, I well remember walking
across the fields from Penrose to Llanvetherine to visit my first little ’niece’ and
couldn’t take my eyes off her, I was so thrilled to hold her for the first time. Isobel
was later joined by a sister, Brenda Sheila (my namesake) and a brother Nigel.
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Josef and Janet today have the love and care of a large family of twenty-five
members, spanning four generations and they are very proud of them all.
It has been such a disappointment that a family celebration could not have been
held for this special occasion due to the global pandemic of Covid19.
So many wonderful and amusing stories waiting to be exchanged among
family and friends will have to be postponed until another day.
I would like everyone out there who know this special couple to join with their
family and mine in wishing them a very

Happy Sapphire Wedding Anniversary!
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DO YOU NEED SUPPORT?
Anxiety? Low mood? Can’t sleep?
Over thinking?
Post traumatic stress symptoms?
If you are experiencing any of
these, I can help and support
you.
I offer help and therapy in a
location near you as a Registered
Mental Health Nurse, with 17
years NHS experience. I am fully
insured and abide by the strict
code of professional conduct of
the NMC. Please contact me,
Michelle, on 07980767445.
CROSS ASH LUNCH CLUB
Anyone is welcome to come and enjoy a lovely lunch at Red Castle
Tearoom . Here you will feel welcome in an instant.
The club meets on the last Friday of each month starting at noon.
Cross Ash Lunch Club was started some twenty years ago and has
been supported by various grants and gifts since then, unfortunately
we have not yet secured support for 2020 and need to cover the costs
ourselves. This is typically only £10 for a two course meal thanks to
the generosity of Red Castle.
Check your diary and come and join us!
Check the next date and book your place by phoning Mabel Martin
01873 821473 or Alan Llewellyn 01873 821429
More news, pictures and events on www.grosmont.wales
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Working Together, Grosmont.
Because of the spread of the Coronavirus, we are living in difficult times with many people
feeling vulnerable and fearful of what the future may bring. We can all play our part in
minimising the risks to others in the village by following the suggested guidelines. We
should also be prepared to self isolate if we feel unwell or are in a high risk group.
If we have symptoms of the virus (a new continuous cough and/or a high temperature):
•
•
•
•

We should stay at home for 14 days.
We should not go to our GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital.
We do not need to contact 111 to tell them we are staying at home.
However, if we feel we cannot cope at home, or our condition gets worse, or our
symptoms do not get better after 7 days, we should complete the coronavirus
symptom checker on : nhsdirect.wales.nhs.uk (and click on 111 coronavirus advice
in the yellow box). We will be guided as to what we should do next. We may be asked
to telephone 111 at this stage.
(These are the current instructions - 16/03/20 - but they may change at any time.)

Practical support
A few of us are aiming to coordinate practical support for people who are self-isolating, e.g.
with emergency shopping or collecting medication. We are planning a leaflet drop, within
the next few days, for everyone in the village and the immediate vicinity. Once we know the
number of volunteers, we will set up a WhatsApp group and see who is available to carry
out specific tasks.
If you would like to volunteer to help to support others in the village, please contact us:
via email: workingtogethergrosmont@gmail.com (stating how you might be able to help).
or phone: Alison Brown on (01981) 240563 or Dr Paul Sheridan on (01981) 241047.
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– Paul Grayson, Cruise Director for the Royal Caribbean
Cruise Line
Do these steps go up or down?
What do you do with the beautiful ice carvings after they melt?
Which elevator do I take to get to the front of the ship?
Does the crew sleep on the ship?
Is this island completely surrounded by water?
Does the ship make its own electricity?
Is it salt-water in the toilets?
What elevation are we at?
There’s a photographer on board who takes photos and displays them the next day… the question was asked: ‘If the pictures aren’t marked, how will I know which ones are mine?’
What time is the Midnight Buffet being served?
W

J

k

A tourist, planning a trip to the Holy Land, was aghast when he
found it would cost 50 an hour to rent a boat on the Sea of
Galilee. “Goodness,” he objected to the travel agent. “In England it would not have been more than 20.”
“That might be true,” said the travel agent, “but you have to take
into account that the Sea of Galilee is water on which our Lord
Himself walked.”

“Well, at 50 an hour for a boat,” said the tourist, “it’s no wonder
He walked.”
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Discover the natural beauty
of your voice

Improve your range and
develop confidence

Improve muscle tone and
circulation

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM

For special introductory
rates for individual and
group vocal
Please contact Virginia on
07872 612856 or email
g

k

@g

.

CARPENTER AVAILABLE
For cupboards, doors, hard wood
flooring, garden structures,
ALSO wall and floor tiling
Contact: Paul Ackerman
01989 770098
paulackerman@phonecoop.coop Website:
ackermancarpentry.co.uk
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ROSS VINCENT
your local painter & decorator

Over 20 years experience.
Offers a very high standard of workmanship.
Works with no fuss or mess. Makes walls, doors
and windows look like new. Prompt and conscientious. Testimonials available
numerous
satisfied clients.

To arran e a quote call:
01981 240 72
079

18 99

TED WILLIAMS AND SONS
ESTABLISHED 1883
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
AN INDEPENDENT FIRM PROVIDING A PERSONAL SERVICE DAY AND
NIGHT
TO ABERGAVENNY AND SURROUNDING RURAL AREAS
PRE-PAID PLANS AVAILABLE

• DEDICATED CHAPEL AND REST ROOMS
• LARGE CAR PARK
PARK ROAD FUNERAL HOME,
ABERGAVENNY
Tel: 01873 8 3942 / 8 43 8
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Hypnotherapybygill

Tom Finn
Photography

DO YOU WANT TO
S

S

k g–G

Freelance Photographer

x
M

g

g
j

k
x

If you answered YES to any of
these and you REALY want to
manage your own life then ring
Gill on 01981 580732 or
07912853269
Check out my website
www.hypnotherapybygill.co.uk or
email
hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com

Commercial, weddings,
parties, portraiture, pets
and animals.
Fully insured, professional service at competitive prices.
Contact– facebook Tom
Finn Photography
Or call 01873 890468

B I G SOME EA E BA K
I O OU LIFE

Monmouth Montessori School
Creative Learning for 2 – 11yrs
Children taught as individuals, at their own pace, leading to high results; scholarships often
achieved.
Small friendly classes in a beautiful setting close to Skenfrith.
Www.monmouthmontessorischool.co.uk
Llangattock- ibon-Avel 25 5
01600 772213
rincipal rs osemary haley B c ons CE Cantab
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Our church buildings are closed for the time being and all public events have
either been cancelled or postponed. Information may change as the measures
to manage the Coronavirus pandemic are updated.
For the time being, please stay home, stay safe and help SAVE LIVES, pro-

ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICES
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES ARE HELD AT BELMONT,
HEREFORD, ABERGAVENNY AND MONMOUTH RC CHURCHES.
Contact: Parish Priest: 01432 277319

L k g
Gwent rchi es in Ebbw Vale (details p.10) and HARC in Hereford (details p.33) have many records that can help. Start with what you know and ask neighbours for information. Look at the Title
Deeds, if you have them, and note your official location and any boundary changes. Decide what
you want to know: the age of your house? or to find out who lived there in the past? Then Gwent
rchi es and RC) can show you detailed maps, Valuation records and Tithe maps. You may
then have names associated with your house and can check Census returns, Electoral Registers,
Land Tax Records and Directories. Their friendly staff will help with your enquiries and show you
how to find information on micro-fiche and computer – and will print off items of interest to you.
Just allow time to follow all the clues you find.
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SKENFRITH PARISH
HALL
Well furnished fully licensed community hall available for hire
for private parties, meetings, trade shows, classes,
exhibitions, weddings, plays, etc.

* Well equipped kitchen
*Staging/ Stage lighting
* Committee Room
* Court Yard
* Disabled Access & Facilities
*Discount rate for Charities & Youth
Organisations

Please contact for latest opening/event
information following recent floods.

MORE INFORMATION
Contact Ann 01600 750434

E-mail: robandann@live.co.uk

They have Dial-a-Prayer for atheists now – you call up and it rings and rings but
nobody answers !
With pasta in short supply, why not have a go at
making your own? A
clothes airer makes a very
good place to lay the lasagne before cutting it to the
size you want!
Fresh pasta also freezes
very well x
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RECOGNIZING A STROKE
Sometimes symptoms of a stroke
are difficult to identify.
Unfortunately, the lack of
awareness spells disaster. The
stroke victim may suffer severe
brain damage when people nearby
fail to recognize the symptoms of a
stroke. Now doctors say a
bystander can recognize a stroke by
asking three simple questions:
S Ask the individual to SMILE.
T Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A
SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently)
R Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.
If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of
these tasks, call emergency number
immediately and describe the symptoms
to the dispatcher.

KILPECK ART CLUB
Our spring Season began on February 24th 2020.
We meet on Mondays from 2pm–4pm in Kilpeck
Village Hall, HR2 9DW except for bank holidays.
Our members come from a wide area so it may be
possible to arrange lifts. Please contact Jenny
Davies (Secretary) at
jen64davies@gmail.com for details.

NOTE: Another 'sign' of a stroke is this:
Ask the person to 'stick' out their tongue.
If the tongue is 'crooked', if it goes to
one side or the other, that is also an
indication of a stroke.
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Da id Jones
ARCHERY IN THE NAVE
Friday evenings from 5.30pm

Your County
in St Nicholas Nave, Grosmont.
Councillor

Come and join Sandy Ireson for
Archery.

ll ages are welcome
Primary school age children
must be accompanied by an
adult).
Cost £3.00 per person per
session.

I am always happy to hear from
residents of Crucorney Ward about
any council issues that affect them.
Please contact me on
01873 821497 or 07561 475563
DavidWJones@monmouthshire.gov.uk
GWENT ARCHIVES
Gwent Archi es opened at its new site in Ebbw
Vale in 2011. The magnificent new facilities
provide:
An ideal environment for you to use the unique
collection of documents. Around 10km of state
of the art storage so the Collection can be
preserved for future generations and we can go
on collecting - we are always keen to hear from
people with documents they think might be of
interest. Lecture and group facilities so people
can learn more about using the resources. A
modern archive conservation studio where you
can see the delicate work of repair and
conservation carried out.

GARWAY COMMUNITY CENTRE
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Sports, Concerts, Meetin s, Music, Fund Raisin
E ents, Family Parties, Weddin Receptions
Reasonable Rates

Rates from 5 to 7 per hour
• Fully electric therapy couch

Opening Hours:

•

Monday to Friday 9:30 - 5:00 pm

• chairs - couch roll

2nd Saturday each month: 10.00am - 4.00pm.

For details and to book Community Centre
contact Hilary or Austen Keenan

Visit Us: Gwent Archives, Steelworks Road Ebbw
Vale Blaenau Gwent NP23 6AA
Telephone Enquiries: 01495 353363 Email:
enquiries@gwentarchives.gov.uk

Saddle stool consultation table

01 00 7 0243
Check your booking www arway or uk
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YOUR CHURCH LINK 2020
We appreciate contributions from our readers. Articles, photographs,
announcements and advertisements are always welcome. We will always do our best to find
room for your items but space is limited. Parents’ specific permission to reproduce
any photograph depicting a child or young person MUST accompany the photograph. This complies with the Church in Wales safeguarding policy .
G
The following guidance is intended to help you provide copy to the magazine in a
format which can be edited and adapted to facilitate editing and printing
. We are able to accept electronic, handwritten or typed copy.
g

@

.

Copy should be submitted by 9th of each month for inclusion in the following month’s
edition. Please note that as work begins on 11th of the month on the next edition, it
is ad isable to submit your content as soon as you can. Last minute copy cannot
be guaranteed space.
Please submit in MS Word (ie doc) format as an attachment to your email. The email
should include any additional notes that you think are important. Please do not use
frames or underlining.
DF Please bear in mind that pdf format articles will be shrunk to fit the available
space and that as we will be unable to edit them, text may be very small.
g
We are pleased to accept digital images to go with articles. JPEG
format is recommended. Please remember that they may be printed in black and
white and so clear images with a light background are best. You, or the organisation
that you represent must own the image (ie hold copyright) that you are submitting.

D

The advertisements in this magazine are paid for and as such are not
being recommended by being in it. Please check as you would any supplier.

The price of subscription remains unchanged at £10 per year for A4 and £8 for the new A5
edition. Prompt payment would be appreciated in order to keep costs down. To view

Church Link online please go to https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/m171/
church-link/ There will be no charge for this service.
Please remember that we rely on kind olunteers to deli er our ma azine to those who
are unable to collect it themsel es Ma azines may be a ailable for collection from the
usual outlets in ad ance of personal deli ery Thank you to all our olunteers, we appreciate your help ery much
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10th-1

th

May

Skenfrith and Grosmont Group
In the last ten years, during Christian Aid week, our community has raised £12,983.52p.
When you add the fact that some of these funds were eligible for gift aid then we have been
able to help with many projects worldwide.
This year we will not be able to fundraise in our usual way and Christian Aid week will, by
necessity, need to be very different.
Speaking of need, a message from Christian Aid……

Christian Aid and our partners already ha e experience of limitin the spread of
infection durin the Ebola crisis, and we will build on this experience to continue
to stand to ether with communities li in in po erty durin this period If infection rates start to de elop as they are in Europe, then people in poorer countries
will be hit e en harder Many are already li in with reduced health resilience
because of extreme po erty, or in o ercrowded humanitarian camps and in countries which do not ha e the healthcare infrastructures needed to combat widespread disease We will be workin on the round to help prepare communities
to limit the impact of Co id-19 Please pray for us in this ital work, and support
us where you can by makin an online donation
If you are able, please isit www christianaid or to donate this Christian Aid week or
donate on Facebook
On May the 10th at 1pm the Christian Aid Week ser ice will be streamed li e Dr Rowan
Williams will i e the address The link is a ailable on the website
Even in the darkest moments, love gives hope. Love compels us to fight against coronavirus
alongside our sisters and brothers living in poverty. Love compels us to stand together in
prayer with our neighbours near and far. Love compels us to give and act as one.

Thank you for all your support over the last ten years. Together we have made a difference .Anne Sheppard. Christian Aid Coordinator for Skenfrith and Grosmont.

57

PARISH CONTACTS
Priest in charge: Revd. Gaynor Burrett
The Rectory, Grosmont, Abergavenny NP7 8EP
Tel: 01981 240361 Email: revgaynorphb@gmail.com
A
: Revd. Andrew Harter 01981 241488
Revd. Lorraine Cavanagh
M
Sandy Ireson (Reader)
Mary Moore (Ordinand)
E
A
Louise Minford, Pat Noakes,
John Pullen, Russell James
S g
gO
Revd. Gaynor Burrett
G

L

L

: Wardens: Russell James 01981 240436
Mark Potter 01981 240350
Treasurer Louise Minford PCC Sec: Andrew Harter
Na e bookings: Andrew Harter 01981 241488
Organist: Richard Brierly 01981 240301
g
Wardens: Margaret Martin 01873 821210
Sally Tyler 01873 821742 PCC Sec: Joyce Burberry
Treasurer David Manns

g

kL g

Wardens: Ben Prosser 07399 654110
Caroline Pearce 01873 821240
Treasurer and organist: Caroline Pearce PCC Sec: Eric Evans

Sk
: Wardens: Delia Nash, and a vacancy exists for a
warden at Skenfrith. Treasurer: Peter Buchanen 07973 831309 PCC
Sec: Position Vacant Organist: Nelson Whaley 07866 267144
Sk
B k g Annie Peacock 01600 750434
U
LI K MAGAZI E
Editor: Gilliy Burgess Email: gilliy@fresto.net
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VE Day 75th Anniversary
Grosmont is to hold a village Celebration with a difference to commemorate VE Day.
Under normal circumstances, we would have all
celebrated together and held a street party to reflect
the parties held all over the British Isles on VE Day
1945. Our current circumstances are far from normal and it is perhaps even more important and
poignant than ever to celebrate this historic occasion
and the freedoms that it represents.
On Friday 8th May we are invited to join a ‘Staying In’ celebration by decorating our front gardens in red, white and blue and having a garden picnic party
with the other members of our household.
I think that this is a great idea and as most of us are lucky enough to have a
garden of some kind, it is something that we can all take part in. It is also something pleasant to look forward to in these troubled times.
As I was thinking about how I could decorate our little yard area, it occurred to
me that some people might like to raid their wardrobes and dress up in 40’s style.
Ladies could even style their hair in ‘Victory Rolls’.
The resourcefulness of people during the war years was truly remarkable. Clothing in wartime was rationed and subject to a points system. What you were allowed to buy depended on how many ration points you had accrued. (some commodities were on ration into the 1950’s with meat being the last to end in 1954).
During the years 1945 to 46 the clothing ration allowance was at it’s lowest level, so that in the 8 month
period from 1st September 1945 to 30th April 1946
only 24 points per person were allowed. This meant
that people had just 3 per month.
The public information notice overleaf gives you an
idea of what this actually meant in practice...
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Photos property of Gilliy Burgess

60

So, if stockings are two points and you
got a ladder, it could be a choice between
buying a new pair or colouring your
legs with cold tea and drawing fake
seams up the back of your legs with an
eye pencil. This worked but it was a
chilly solution in winter time!
People became very resourceful, making
do and mending, repurposing and
wasting nothing. Actually they were as
‘eco friendly’ as it’s possible to be before
that phrase was even invented!
The war effort put great strain on the
garment industry, much as the Covid
19 crisis has strained our resources.
today. Importing was incredibly dangerous so clothing manufactured here
had to be treated as the precious commodity that it was.
Styles used the very minimum of materials and fabrics were made to last
as long as possible and were very hard-wearing. Evidence of this is clear as ,for
example, many Welsh wool items from the 1940’s are still in use today! Sweaters
that had a hole or two would be carefully unpicked and the yarn reknitted into a
sleeveless pullover, or perhaps a pair of socks.
Many women worked in munitions factories or on farms as part of the war effort
and women’s hair was often tied up in a scarf for a number of reasons. Firstly,
shampoo and hair products were very precious and hair would probably be washed
once a week. Secondly for safety, hair had to be kept out of the way of machinery. Hairdressers were a luxury and a frivolity, most women would set their hair
on pins or rollers (again using cold tea as setting lotion, I’ve tried- it works!) in
the morning and cover with a scarf until they went out for the evening. In occupations such as factory work it was perfectly acceptable to wear a headscarf.
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Going to the cinema or to a dance hall were the main amusements during the war.
Film stars were revered and their styles copied though the glamour of American
stars (a country where goods were quite plentiful) was hard to achieve! Cinema
was a comparatively cheap way for people to forget the deprivations of wartime–
though the air-raid sirens could go off at any time of course… Dancing and big
band music was beloved and women would dance together as male partners were
in short supply.
I’ve written mostly about wartime style for women because with the exception of
those in reserved occupations, men were away in the services. If a man who was
not in uniform was seen on public transport, other passengers would often question them as to why. Spies could be anywhere.
Hitler committed suicide on 30 April 1945. His named successor was Grand Admiral Karl Dönitz. During his brief presidency Dönitz negotiated an end to the
war with the Allies – with the aim of saving as many German servicemen as possible from falling into Soviet hands.
A German delegation arrived at the headquarters of British Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery at Lüneburg Heath, east of Hamburg, on 4 May. ‘Monty’ accepted the unconditional surrender of German forces in the Netherlands, northwest Germany and Denmark. On 7 May, at his headquarters in Reims, Supreme
Allied Commander General Eisenhower accepted the unconditional surrender of
all German forces. The document of surrender was signed on behalf of Germany
by General Alfred Jodl and came into effect the following day. Soviet leader Josef
Stalin wanted his own ceremony. At Berlin on 8 May, therefore, a further document was signed – this time by German Field Marshal William Keitel. Dönitz’s
plan was partially successful and millions of German soldiers surrendered to
Allied forces, thereby escaping Soviet capture.
The British people heard on the radio late on 7th May that the war in Europe had
ended and that the next day would be VE Day and was to be declared a national
holiday. Many people began celebrations there and then and one can only imagine the elation that news brought!
Our way of life is very much owed to those who gave so much for their country.
However you spend the 75th anniversary of VE Day, I wish you a happy and
healthy time.
Gilliy
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Green T: Massage therapy

BUSINESSES

Tanya Ong
offers Swedish Massage, Hot Stone
Therapy and Indian Head Massage in
30/60 minute sessions. Relax in the
private therapy room situated in the heart
of Part-Y-Seal. Massage is ideal for
stress relief and relieving muscle tension.
Pure relaxation is the order of the day so
take advantage of the peaceful
surroundings and
book a massage now
either for yourself or
as a unique gift for
someone special! gift
vouchers available.
Part-YSeal, Grosmont,
Abergavenny, NP7 8LE
Tel: 01981 240814
www.partyseal.co.uk

FINANCE FOR

Funding arranged for:•

machinery,

•

vehicles

•

premises

•

land

•

alternative energy projects

working capital
For a local, personal service please contact:
Steve Morgan
Mobile:

07342 651040

E-mail:
steve@rural-finance.co.uk

KEITH HOCKEY
PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES
MOBILE 07960 442 755
HOG’S HEAD, TREADAM
LLANTILIO CROSSENNY,
ABREGAVENNY, NP7 8TA
OFTEC REGISTERED
NVQ ACCREDITED
OIL INSTALLATIONS
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GERALD BENJAMIN
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
All electrical work undertaken

DOMESTIC, INDUSTRIAL, AGRICULTURAL
OR COMMERCIAL
TESTING AND INSPECTING
CONTACT ME FOR A QUOTE ON
TELEPHONE 01981 80 129
FAX

01981 80 129

MOBILE

07971 8 2 873

Email: geraldbenj@outlook.com

St
Nicholas
Grosmont
Julian Tooley

Independent
Funeral
Director and
Monumental Mason
24hr personal service
Telephone
01873 855 120

i

Church

s a fine medieval building
but, much more than that, it
is also the people of the community who live and work in
our beautiful parish. The church
stands as a powerful reminder of
what community life meant to
the people of past centuries; today it remains a symbol for
shared experience and the spirit
of community. For baptisms,
weddings, funerals and other occasional services please contact
the Ministry Team.
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